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that has been done in this area to pre-
serve York as an historical town. Indeed
we must preserve at any cost the places
of antiquity in and about this town.

Some seven or eight years ago a similar
move was made to effect repairs and reno-
vations to the Old York Gaol. At that
time I spoke about the matter in another
place and the work was not proceeded
with because it was considered the reno-
vations envisaged would destroy the history
of these old premises. Since then the
Western Australian Historical Society, the
York Society, the Western Australian
Museum Board, and all the other organisa-
tions In Western Australia which are con-
cerned with the preservation of our
history, have been working very closely
with the York Shire Council-and particu-
larly with Miss F'eilman-in planning to
preserve the history of York. It is hoped
that York will become the second notable
town in Australia-the other notable town
being In Victoria.

Great effort Is being made to promote
York as a tourist attraction for the popu-
lace of the city. It is fortunate that it Is
only 60 miles from Perth, and it is also the
oldest country town in existence in West-
ern Australia.

I believe it would be sacrilegious to
carry out renovations to such important
historical buildings In a town which is
recognised by these societies as having no
equal In Western Australia. I can only
implore Government members here, and
Ministers in particular, to make some in-
quiry about this matter, and at least en-
sure that no work is commenced until the
various bodies I have referred to, as well
as the National Trust of Australia, have
been consulted.

The Hon. R. Thompson: And the
National Estate.

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Yes, and the
National Estate.

The second part of my Question was a
quite straightforward inquiry about the
nature of the works. However, the Minis-
ter's reply was fairly nebulous; we were
told that internal and external repairs
and renovations have been Programmed.
What frightens me is that I was not given
a specific answer to my question.

The son of the Leader of the Opposition
was secretary of the original York Society;
the Minister who answered my question
tonight has a connection with the histori-
cal Progress of this State, as has one of
the Clerks at the Table. This is a matter
of importance and I implore the Govern-
ment to study It closely. We are a little
short of history in this State, so let us
keep our hands off anything that will des-
troy any part of it.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 5.56 p.m.

tgilattnr AiuwntlyJ
Tuesday, the 26th August, 1975

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m.. and read prayers.

SUPPLY BILL
Assent

Message from the Lieutenant-Governor
and Administrator received and read noti-
fying assent to the Bill.

QUESTIONS (35): ON NOTICE

1. MENTAL HEALTH
Tresillian Hostel: Sale Price

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister represent-
Ing the Minister for Health:

Referring to question 49 of 20th
August, 1975, regarding valuation
of T'resillian Hostel, will the
Minister please advise at what
stage and under what conditions
the value of $150 000 was pro-
moted and why it was departed
from?

Mr RIDGE replied:
The Member was previously ad-
vised of the valuation for land
and buildings of $127 000. rounded
off at $125 000, and this still
stands.
There are some additional Items
of fixtures, fittings, etc., shown in
advice given by the Public Works
Department, of $15 000 and re-
moval costs $5 000, which brought
the $127 000 to $147 000 (rounded
off at $150 000) but these have
never been under discussion with
respect to the figure of $125 000
for the land and buildings.

2. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Bedlardale Rural Zone:

Impact Study
Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Con-
servation and the Environment:

With respect to his answer 14 of
20th August, 1975, regarding the
Bedfordale special rural zone, to
what Government departments
does he refer as having made
"reviews" of the area concerned?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
In the course of the decision to
allow the town planning amend-
ment referred to, in addition to
the normal period allowed for ob-
jections, the local shire and the
Town Planning Department have
had consultations with the Geolo-
gical Survey of the Mines Depart-
ment, the Metropolitan Water
Board, Public Works Department,
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main Roads Department, the
Bush Fires Board and the Forests
Department. As previously stated
my department is confident that
the proposal has been adequately
investigated.

3. JUMBO0 STEEL WORKS
Environmental Protection Review
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) Further to question on notice 17

of 24th April, 1975. concerning
action of the EPA in relation to a
jumbo steelworks, what has been
the nature of the "continuous
review" referred to?

(2) Will he release details of the re-
view?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) and (2) The department is rep-

resented on the State working
group with other relevant auth-
orities, and this group will review
and report on the consortium's
proposal when it has been pre-
sented to the Government.

4. WATER SUPPLIES
Rivers and Brooks: Flow

Measurements
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) With respect to tabled paper 112

of 1975, and the NaCl readings of
milligrams per litre of the Brock-
man River, the Wooroloo. Jane
and Goorolong Brooks and the
Murray River, what meaningful
arithmetic mean or other statis-
tical method can be applied to the
readings so that an overall esti-
mate may be made of the degree
of potability of the water?

(2) What generallsation can be made
so as to indicate the degree of
general salinity of the streams
concerned throughout the year?

(3) What is the acceptable upper
limit of NaCi content for the use
of water for domestic purposes?

(4) How many cubic metres per day
and per year respectively could be
obtained by practicable damming
of each of the streams referred to
above?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) An estimate of the NaCl content

will depend on the size of a pro-
posed storage and stream flows in
successive Years. Potability at
the customer's tap will be affected
by probable water treatment for
quality and blending of waters
from different sources.

(2) By statistical measure such as a
normal distribution curve-

5.

(3) The "International Standards for
Drinking Water-Third Edition
1971", published by the World
Health Organisation, amongst
other criteria gives two limits
which are relevant to this ques-
tion concerning NaCi content,
'viz'-
(a) Total Solids:

Highest desirable level-5OD
mg/i

Maximum permissible level-
1500 mg/l

(b) Chloride (as Cl):
Highest desirable level-200

mg/i (equivalent 330 mg/I
NaCl)

Maximum permissible level-
6oo mng/I (equivalent 990
mg/i NaCI)

NaCi constitutes in the order of
80% of the total solids in local
hills streams.

(4) Economically feasible full devel-
opment storage reservoirs usually
provide yields that are in the
orders of 75% to 80% of the long-
term mean annual strearnflows of
the associated streams. The eco-
nomically feasible sized storages
for the respective streams named
in the question have not been de-
termined.

PRE-PRIMARY EDUCATION
Classrooms

Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) How many classrooms will be re-

quired to give eff ect to the Gov-
ernment's policy on pre-primary
education?

(2) Of this number how many units
would the Government acquire If
all existing pre-school accom-
modation was taken over?

(3) What is the Government's time
scale for providing-
(a) the extra units required;
(b) replacing those units re-

quired?
(4) On today's values what is the

estimated cost of providing (3)
(a) and (b) ?

Mr GR.AYDEN replied:
(1) The pre-primnary programme pre-

sumnes that eventually facilities
will be provided at every Govern-
ment primary school.

(2) At present, 280.
(3) and (4) The uncertainties with re-

spect to the Commonwealth and
State budgeting precludes any
precise or useful projection of
costs and time scale being made
at the Present time.
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6. SANTA MARIA DEVELOPMENT
Public Playground

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

With respect to the former Santa
Maria development-
(a) when will a firm timetable be

drawn up for development of
the "Public Playground" north
of Perth;,

(b) have private companies been
approached to develop speci-
fic projects?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(a) There will be no firm devel-

opment timetable-the pro-
posal as indicated by its
scale is essentially long-term
and timetables will be dic-
tated by demand and the
availability of funds.

(b) No.

7. SANTA MARIA DEVELOPMENT
Consultations on Purchase

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Recreation:

With respect to the former Santa
Maria development, was the Cul-
tural Recreation Council advised
or consulted about the Govern-
ment's intention to purchase land
for recreational purposes north
of Perth, prior to the date of pur-
chase of the land?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
Yes. The Community Recreation
Council was requested to com-
ment on a draft plan prepared by
the Town Planning Department
about 12 months before the an-
nouncement of the purchase.

8. SANTA MARIA DEVELOPMENT
Acquisition of Remainder

Mr TAYLOR, to the Premier:
Was it correctly reported in The
West Australian of 27th June,
1975, with reference to the estab-
lishment of a "playground" north
of Perth, that "about half the area
has already been acquired. The
other halt will be bought as soon
as Possible depending on the
availability of finance"?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
Yes.

9. SANTA MARIA DEVELOPMENT
Consultation: metropolitan Water

Board
Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

Was the Metropolitan Water
Board advised of the Govern-
ment's intention to purchase land
at Santa Maria?

Mr 0'NEfL. replied:
Not specifically. However, the
Chief Engineer, Metropolitan
Water Board, is a member of both
the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority and the Urban Land
Council.

10. SANTA MARIA DEVELOPMENT
Use for Institutional Purposes

Mr TAYLOR, to the Premier:
With respect' to the recent pur-
chase of the former Santa Maria
development-
(1) Is he correctly referred to in

The West Australian of 27th
June as having said that the
remainder of the 4 000 hectare
area would be used for such
things as educational, health
and institutional purposes and
regional open space?

'2) Will he list each of the edu-
cational, health and Institu-
tional purposes for which the
land will be used?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Yes, partly. In the following sen-

tence of the Press report, addi-
tional uses--forestry and water
protection-were referred to.

(2) As indicated in my statement, the
total proposal is essentially long
terra, its acquisition at this stage
will give future Governments the
flexibility of providing the uses
referred to.
There are no specific allocations
of land at this time, and there-
fore no list of specific purposes
yet finalised.

11, SANTA MARIA DEVELOPMENT
Consultation: Forests Department
Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for For-
ests:
(1) Was the Forests Department ad-

vised of the Government's Inten-
tion to purchase land in the Santa
Maria area for pine plantations,
prior to the date of purchase?

(2) (a) If "Yes" on what date;
(b) If "No" has the Forests De-

partment since been consulted
about the prospect of estab-
lishing pine plantations In the
area?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes. In the form of advice regard-

ing the possibility of an offer by
the Government to purchase land
in the area referred to, for a
number of purposes including
pine planting.

(2) (a) 8th November, 1974.
(b) Answered by (2) (a).
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12. SANTA MARIA DEVELOPMENT
Consultation: National Parks

Board

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(a) Was the National Parks Board
advised of the Government's
intention to purchase land for
a "playground" north of
Perth, prior to purchase;

(b3) has the board been asked to
investigate management and
control of the proposed park-
lands?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(a) No. As an area to be devoted

mainly to recreation, a play-
ground does not fit into the
national parks concept.

(b) No.

13. URBAN LAND COUNCIL
Lake Joondalup: Acquisition

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

For what purpose was land at
Lake Joondalup purchased by the
Urban Land Council?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
No land was directly purchased
by the land council.
Funds available through the
agreed programme were used in
respect of Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority purchases in
the area. The land concerned
forms part of the proposed Lake
Joondalup parks and recreation
reservation.

14. URBAN LAND COUNCIL
Beechboro: Acquisition

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:
(1) From whom did the Urban Land

Council purchase land in the 119
hectare area at Beechboro?

(2) What was the total payment for
each tract of land and what was
the price paid per hectare for the
119 hectares at Beechboro?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) (a) Bond Corporation Pty. Ltd.

(b3) Skyline Developments Ltd.
(c) Skyline Developments Ltd.
(d) John Dunstan & Son (W.A.)

Limited.
(e) 1. 0. & M. L. Thorburn.

(2) (a) 27 hectares--$216 904 includ-
ing fees and charges ($8 033
per hectare) ;

15.

(b) 15.1 hectares--$151 '730 in-
cluding fees and charges
($10 048 per hectare) ;

(c) 21.2 hectares--$212 673 in-
cluding fees and charges
($10031 per hectare);

(d) 9.7 hectares-$91 338 includ-
Ing fees and charges ($9 416
per hectare);

(e) 45.9 hectares--$436 425 in-
cluding fees and charges
($9508 per hectare).

URBAN LAND COUNCIL
Wanneroo: Acquisition

Mr TAYLOR. to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town
Planning:
(1) From whom did the Urban Land

Council purchase land in the total
Wanneroo?

(2) What was the total payment for
each tract of land purchased and
what was the price per hectare
for the 1 742 hectares at
Wanneroo?

Mr
(1)

16.

RUSHTON replied:
The 1 742 hectares refers to three
parcels of land purchased in the
Shire of Wannerco under the
urban section of the programme.
They are-
(a) 607 hectares from Yanchep

Sun City Pty. Ltd.
(13) 1 025 hectares from Pentlands

Bay Developments.
(c) 110 hectares from Kaiser

Aetna Aust. Pty. LWd.
(2) (a) $1 980 441 including fees and

charges representing approxi-
mately $3 200 per hectare.

(13) $3 086 761, of which $1 059 657
including fees was Paid in
1974-75 representing approxi-
mately $2 965 per hectare.

(c) $1 217 975 including fees and
charges, representing ap-
proximately $10 900 per hec-
tare.

URBAN LAND COUNCIL
4 000-hctare Proposal

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

How many hectares of land to be
Included in proposals for a 4 000
hectare area north of Perth have
so far been Purchased by the Ur-
ban Land Council?

Mr RUSH'TON replied:
This area includes "Mussel Pool"
area. The total purchased is 2 147
hectares.
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17. URBAN LAND COUNCIL~
Commitments on Purchases -

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:
(1) Is it correct that the Urban Land

Council made commitments to
30th June, 1975 to spend a total
of $17.1 million on land?

(2) Is it also correct that the Urban
Land Council has spent $12.9 mil-
lion this financial year and the
remaining $4.2 million will be
spent in subsequent years?

(3) How much of the $4.2 million isa
funds supplied by the State Gov-
ernment?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) The final figures for the year were

$17.238 million, not $17.1 million.
(2) Final expenditure for 1974-75

was $12.835 million, with $4.403
million outstanding. of the $4.403
million, $4.391 million will be paid
on contracts of sale during 1975-
76 and 1976-77.

(3) $736 452 of which $389 785 will be
paid in 1975-76 and $346 667 in
1976-77.

18. URBAN LAND COUNCIL
Mussel Pool Playground

Mr TAYLOR, to the Premier:
(1) is it correct that the Urban Land

Council is negotiating for land
tracts within the proposed 2 900
acre area to be used for the Mussel
Pool Playground development?

(2) Will the Urban Land Council be
spending any part of the $4.2
miliion which was not spent in the
1974-75 financial year to purchase
land within the Mussel Pool area?

(3) If so, how much of the funds to
be spent will be supplied by the
Australian Government and the
Western Australian Government?

(4) How many acres of land does the
Urban Land Council intend to
purchase within the Mussel Pool
area?

(5) How many acres have been pur-
chased to date?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) No further negotiations can be

carried out by the Urban Land
Council until a new programme
isa agreed between the State and
Commonwealth Governments.

(2) and (3) The $4.2 million referred
to was not available for spending
in 1974-75. It represents the bal-
ance of payments due under con-
tracts of sale and will be paid
during 1975-76 and 1976-77,

(4) Whatever land is included In
Programmes agreed by the State
and Commonwealth Govern-
ments; hopefully the area ulti-
mnately reserved in the Metropoli-
tan Region Scheme.

(5) 696 hectares (1 720 acres).

19. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Land Acquisition: Yilbunga

Pastoral Company

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:

How much was paid for 2 033 acres
resumed from the Yllbunga Pas-
toral Company by the Industrial
Lands Development Authority?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
If the Member is referring to the
Wilbinga Pastoral Company, the
answer is that the subject of re-
sumption is 5 000 acres.
An advance payment of $800 000
has been made and the final price
of the land depends on the out-
come of resumption Procedures
still in progress.

2a. URBAN LAND COUNCIL
Yanchep: Acquisition

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
nling:
(1) From whom was land purchased

by the Urban Land Council In its
purchase of 2 750 acres at North
Yanchep?

(2) What was the purpose of this pur-
chase?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) 2 023 hectares resumed by the in-

dustrial Land Development Auth-
ority from Yilbunga Pastoral
Coy, and 728 hectares purchased
from W. G. Dewar,

(2) For urban purposes including port
facilities, industrial and associ-
ated uses.

21. METROPOLITAN REGION
TOWN PLANNING SCHEME

Omnibus Amendments

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

When will the omnibus amend-
ments to the metropolitan regional
scheme be tabled in the House?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
The amendments are expected to
be tabled in the near future.
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22. WATER SUPPLIES
Catchment Areas: Dwellings

Mr MOILER, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:

Approximately bow many dwell-
ings are situated within the water
catchmnent areas of-
(a) Canning reservoir;
(b) Helena River reservoir:
(c) lower Helena River reservoir;
(d) Serpentine River reservoir?

Mr Q'NEIL replied:
(a) Nil,
(b) Approximately 20.
(c) Approximately 700 existed at

the last inspection In 1970.
(d) Nil.

23. STANDING ORDER No. 2
Reference to Standing Orders

Committee

Mr JAMIESON, to the Speaker:
As Standing Order 2 in Its defini-
tion of matters sub judice seems
to be more and more Inhibiting
discussion in this House on mat-
ters of public interest apd .con-
cern, will he refer this matter to
the Standing Orders Committee
for consideration of more accur-
ately defining such matters--
(a) so as to prevent ordinary

matters at law not associated
with criminal action being al-
lowed to be debated; or

(b) placing a limitation of time
on litigations so as to prevent
any repetition of cases similar
to court action 3878 of 1972 in
which Charles Walter Michael
Court XB Is the plaintiff in
an action which has prevented
discussion in this House on a
matter of breach of privilege
since September 1972 and
thus preventing the plaintiff
from being obliged to answer
to this House for his actions
in this House?

The SPEAKER replied:
in reply to the question asked by
the Member for Welshpool. I ad-
vise that I have in recent times
given some consideration to con-
vening a meeting of the Stand-
ing Orders Committee to discuss
a matter quite unrelated to the
sub iudice question.

I have now resolved to con-
vene the meeting and see no rea-
son why the committee should
not consider the points raised by
the Member.

24. WATER SUPPLIES
Flynna Farm: Acquisition

Mr MOILER, for the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) When was the property "Flynns

Farm" situated within the Helena
River reservoir water catchiment
area south of Great Eastern
Highway, Sawyers Valley. pur-
chased by the Government?

(2) What was the area of the farm?
(3) What was the purchase price of-

(a) the land;,
(b) the house?

(4) (a) Was the house occupied for
any period of time following
purchase by the Government;

(b) If "Yes" by whom and for
what periods of time?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) On 24th March, 1964, an area of

1 813.4 hectares was purchased
for the sum of $49 291. On 29th
December, 1967, an area of 1 303.5
hectares was Purchased for the
sum of $220 000.

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) (a) Land-$197 840.

(b) House and outbuildings-
$22 160.

(4) (a) Yes.
(b) The owners were permitted

occupancy under the terms of
sale until 31/12/70.

25. SCHOOLS
Pilbara:' Air-conditioning

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) Is the Minister aware of the un-

rest amongst the staff of the
primary school at the lack of air-
conditioning at Roebourne?

(2) What are the plans for the over-
coming of this problem?

(3) How many children attend this
school?

(4) Has any ultimatum been issued
by the staff to the department if
improvements are not forthcom-
ing before the summer months?

(5) Which other schools in the P11-
bars region are still without air-
conditioning?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Officers of the Teachers' Union

have discussed with the Director-
General of Education the prob-
lems being experienced.

(2) The provision of air-condition-
ing at Roebourne Primary School
has been listed in the proposed
1975-76 building programme.
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(3) 217 pupils.
(4)
(5)

No.
Jigalong Special Aboriginal

School.
Marble Bar Primary School.
Nuilagine Primary School.
Port Hedland Primary School (in

progress).
Wittenoom Primary School.

26. O3RD IRRIGATION
SCHEME

Regional Commission
Mr JAMIESON, to the Premier:
(1) When first agreements were made

between the State and Common-
wealth Governments to develop
the Ord region was there any dis-
cussion on the provision of a com-
mission to run the region?

(2) If not, In view of the large sums
of money expended why was no
consideration given to such a
body?

(3) Is it now contemplated that the
State will unilaterally set up a
commission f or the region or is it
intended to be in co-operation
with the Northern Territory and
Commonwealth administrations?

(4) What autonomous powers would it
be envisaged that such a commis-
sion would exercise?

(5) In view of the Commonwealth's
financial and geographical interest
in the Ord project, will the State,
if it has not already dope so, dlis-
cuss the terns of the commission
with the commission before pro-
ceeding in this venture?

Sir
(1)

CHARLES COURT replied:
Consideration was given to this
matter.

(2) Answered by (1).

(3) and (4) The appointment of a
statutory commission is not en-
visaged at this stage.
Details are almost finalised for
the appointment of a resident Ord
project manager, who will be SUP-
ported by a strong resident ad-
visory committee.
His function at this stage, and
that of his committee, will be to
supplement the work of the Op-
erative departments, but not to
replace them.
The Member will be aware there
is no great enthusiasm for the
Ord project on the part of the
Commonwealth Government, but
It is the State Government's de-
sire to co-operate to the maxi-
mum extent possible with both

27.

Northern Territory and Common-
wealth administrations and the
Commonwealth Government, in
the hope that there will be a
positive response in due course
from those quarters.
In the meantime, we are taking
administrative, rather than statu-
tory action to give the local comn-
munity more involvement and
also provide for more on-the-spat
decisions.

(5) Answered by (3) and (4).
1 should add that the Govern-
ment already has decided, after
it has had experience with the
operation of the arrangements
now proposed, and details of
which I will be announcing in a
few days, that the whole question
will be reviewed to see whether a
Statutory authority is desirable:
but, we will have the benefit of
that experience,

WITNESSES
Fees

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice:

Will the Minister list each of the
Statutes which contain or provide
for a scale of witness fees?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
Supreme Court Act
District Court Act
Local Courts Act
Workers' Compensation Act
Industrial Arbitration Act
Coroners Act
Mining Act (Regulations adopt

the Local Court scale of costs).

28. WANNEROO SHIRE
Mr N. de Lacy: Building

Permit
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Local Government:
(1) Is he aware that a Mr N. de Lacy

has applied to the Wanneroo
Shire for a building permit for a
house to be erected In Jordan
Street, Two Rocks?

(2) is he aware that this application
was made more than 12 months
ago?

(3) Is he aware that Mr de Lacy has
not been informed whether his
application has been rejected or
approved?

(4) As provided by Statute, will he
intervene and approve the issue of
a building permit?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) to (3) NO.
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(4) 1 know of no statutory provision
for my intervention in this mat-
ter at this stage.
Sections 374 (2a) and (2b) of the
Local Government Act provide
that if a council has not approved
of an application for a building
permit within 35 days the appli-
cant may serve notice on the
council requiring notification of
approval, or otherwise within 14
days.
At the end of this period, if the
council has not replied, it is
deemed to have not approved of
the issue of a building permit,
in which case the applicant has
the right of appeal to the Min'-
ister.

29. IRRIGATION
South-west: Loss

Mr H, D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Adverting to the reply given to

question 45 of 20th August, 1975,
was the cost to the State of over
$1 million in providing Irrigation
through the Collie, Harvey, Pres-
ton Valley and Waroona schemes
taken Into account in compiling
the cost of production figures
which he gave for market milk In
the Pinjarra and Harvey areas?

(2) If not, what is the total cost of
production per gallon of market
milk in the PinJarra and Harvey
areas including the irrigation costs
borne by the State?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) No. The department's study of

market milk production coats took
into account payments for irriga-
tion rates and charges only. These
cover the operating costs of the
irrigation scheme.

(2) Including the depreciation, a
small operating loss and interest
on initial Government investment
as calculated by the Public Works
Department, the cost of produc-
tion on irrigated farms in the Pin-
jarra-Harvey area for the 1973-74
survey year would rise by an
average of 1.69c per gallon to a
total of 43.7c per gallon.

30. PUBLIC SERVICE
Limit on Growth

Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:
(1) Referring to question 27 of 14th

August, 1975 regarding Public
Service growth can he define what
is meant by "Public Service", par-
ticularly whether figures include
ministerial appointments and
wages staff?

(2) Where staff salaries are paid part
by the State and part by the Aus-
tralian Government, how are such
appointees Included in the statis-
tics quoted?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) The term "Public Service" meant

permanent officers, temporary
employees, cadets and trainees
engaged under the provisions of
the Public Service Act, 1904. The
growth rate percentage stated did
not include ministerial appoint-
ments and wages staff because
they are not employed under the
provisions of the Public Service
Act.

(2) Where, for Public Service staff,
salaries are paid part by the State
and part by the Commonwealth
Government-no matter what
proportion-all appointees con-
cerned were included in the
growth rate statistics quoted.

31. GOVERNMENT INQUIRIES
AND INVESTIGATIONS

Nature

32.

Dr DADOUR, to the Premier:
Referring to question 5 on 20th
August, will he table for the in-
formation of the House the list of
inquiries and investigations by the
Present Government and the pre-
vious Government referred to in
the last paragraph of his answer
to the question?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied;
Yes, when the list is finalised.

TRAFFIC
Windscreens, Shields, and

Face Masks: Testing

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Traffic:

What progress has been made in
regard to testing of tinted wind-
screens, perspex shields and face
masks?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Vehicle standards regulation 1002
(4) prohibits tinted windscre ens
and 1002(5) requires windscreens
to be of safety glass complying
with Australian design rule No. 8;
Perspex windscreens would not
comply.
If visors are fitted to safety hel-
mets they should have a luminous
transmission of 85%, as provided
in S.A.A. 1698.
A survey is being made to see if
there is any evidence of the sale
and usage of non-complying hel-
mets.
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33. TRAFFIC CONTROL
Takeover from Local

Authorities
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Traffic:
(1) Referring to question 3 of 19th

August, 1975 regarding licensing
authorities, do the 76 local auth-
orities concerned retain complete
authority over road traffic matters
in the area under their jurisdic-
tion or merely act as licensing
agents?

(2) If there is a distinction between
any of the local authorities listed
will he please elucidate?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The 76 local authorities listed are

licensing agents. Fifty are also at
present responsible for traffic con-
trol; however, on 1st September.
1915, only the following will re-
tain control of traffic-

Boddington,
Erookton,
Denmark,
Gingin,
Tainmin,
Wandering,
Williams.

(2) Answered by (1).

34. APPLE JUICE
Market Survey: Funds

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
industrial Development:
(1) Has the Government received a

reply to its approach to the Com-
monwealth Government seeking
funds for a survey of the total
available market for apple juice
products and financial assistance
In acquiring and re-establishing
a juice operation in this State?

(2) If "Yes" what are the details of
any such reply?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) The minister for Agriculture

sought assistance from the Com-
monwealth Minister for Agricul-
ture for a. market survey for ap-
ple juice on 10th December, 1974.
On 25th July, 1975, the Common-
wealt Minister for Agriculture
replied saying that the Apple and
Pear Corporation was already in-
vestigating potential market out-
lets and product development and
that in view of the extent of these
investigations and the statutory
responsibilities of the corporation
he did not consider it appropriate
for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to sponsor a separate mar-
ket survey.

(2) Answered by (1).

35. MENTAL HEALTH
Psychiatric Hostej1s; Upgrading

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) What progress has been made in

having psychiatric hostels in the
metropolitan area upgraded?

(2) Does the Director, Mental Health
Services, have any further reports
on these hostels, and will he table
these?

(3) is any legislation proposed to
effect some form of control over
hostels of this nature?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) The community psychiatric ser-

vices section of Mental Health
Services was established in 1974
with the object of upgrading and
improving facilities provided f or
psychiatric patients discharged
from mental hospitals to privately
operated, subsidised hostels. The
unit is under the control of a
psychiatrist superintendent.

(2) The Director, Mental Health Ser-
vices, has received reports on
various hostels. It is not pro-
Posed to table these reports as
they are considered to be- confi-
dential. However, a comprehen-
sive report has been prepared for
inclusion in the department's an-
nual report for 19 74-75.

(3) Draft legislation for the control
of subsidised hostels caring for
discharged mental patients is be-
ing considered.

QUESTIONS (7): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Liberal-Country Party Policies

Mr BERTRAM. to the Premier:
Wml he state the policies or prin-
ciples of the Liberal Party and Its
Country Party appendage, which
give rise to amendments contain-
ed in the Electoral Districts Act
Amendment Bill now before the
House?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
In answer to the member for Mt
Hawthorn, who was good enough
to give me some notice of the
question, the reasons for the Bill
currently before the Legislative
Assembly were clearly stated in
the speech Introducing the second
reading of the measure.
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2. GREENOUGH BY-ELECTION
Date

Mr CARRt, to the Premier:
Has the Government decided on
a date for the Greenough by-elec-
tion and if so, will the Premier
advise the House of the date?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

Cabinet will be resolving this mat-
ter tomorrow, and an announce-
ment will be made then.

3. WEST COAST HIGHWAY.
Swvanbourne: Environmental Studyt

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Transport:

Has consideration been given to
an environmental Impact state-
ment on the new coastal highway
to replace the Servetus Street-
Rochdale Road links currently
termed "West Coast Highway"?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
If the member Puts this question
on the notice paper, I will provide
him with an answer.

4. BRIDGETOWN HOSPITAL
Replacemnent

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Health:

(1) Did he see the television pro-
gramme "This Day Tonight" last
evening which showed the unsatis-
factory state of the Bridgetown
Hospital?

(2) In view of the graphic portrayal
of the difficulties under which
the hospital functions, would he
agree that a new hospital is a
matter of great urgency?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), can he advise
whether the building of a new
hospital will be commenced in
Bridgetown in the 1975-76 finan-
cial year?

Mr RIDGOE replied:

(1) No.
(2) Yes.

(3) This cannot be advised until the
State's loan programme is deter-
mined and the specific allocation
of funds to this State by the Fed-
eral Government for the hospital
development Programme is known.
This advice should be received in
approximately six weeks' time.

5. WATER SUPPLIES
Rates: Compvarison

Mr SODEMAN, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) What are the comparative charges

for water for the following
areas-

north of the 26th parallel;
south of the 26th parallel;
metropolitan area?

(2) What is the actual cost to the
domestic consumer, rate cost being
based on the average dwelling,
for-

455 kilolitres of water (100 000
gals)

682 kilolitres of water (150 000
gals)

909 kilolitres of water (200 000
gals)

1 137 kilolitres of water (250 000
gals)

in each of the aforementioned
areas?

(3) What was the average consump-
tion as at June, 1974, per domes-
tic consumer, In the following
towns-

Marble Bar
Nullagine
Port Hedland
Pt. Samson
Onslow
Roebourne
Wittenoom?

Mr O'NEIh replied:
(1) In the metropolitan area one kilo-

litre of rebated water is provided
for each Ile of water rates paid.
Consumption in excess of the re-
bated water allowance is charged
at 13c/kI which is reduced to 12.5c/
ki if the account is paid before
the 30th November.
The schedule of charges for coun-
try areas will be tabled.

(2) The cost to the domestic con-
sumer with the rate based on the
average dwelling is-

Metro- South of Nnflh of
polItan 26th 26th
Are Parallel Parallel

Aeaerte 35.44 20.00 20.00
Reae ater allowance 223 lkI Nil Nil

(71 000 to

Oost/455 kl100O0O0 g).. 16.37 31.85 31.85

Total cosl/455 li ... 1.81 51.86 51.85

Cost/682 kil(150000 6 ) .,. 44.75 50.82 47.81

Total cost./682 Ic! .... 80.10 76.82 87.81

Cost/900 k1 (200 O00g) ... 73.25 81.70 72.78

Total cot/909 ki .... 108.69 101.79 92.78

Cost/l 137 kd (250 000 g) 101.62 131.84 121.72

Total cost/i 137 ki.. 137.08 151.84 141.72
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(3)- BILLS (2): INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
Marble Bar-870 k1 (191 373 gals)
Nullagine-OO Id (131 981 gals)
Port Hedland-1 090 kl (239 768

gals)
Pt. Samson-152 k1 (33 435 gals)
Onslow-580 k1 (127 582 gals)
Roebourne-T80 Id (171 576 gals)
Wlttenoom-0-50 Id (142 780 gals)

The schedule of charges was tabled
(see Paper No. 338).

8. LEGISLATION
Draf ting

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
(1) Is it a fact that the Crown Law

Department is no longer drafting
all the legislation coming before
this Parliament?

(2) If "Yes', since when, and why.
and who is doing this work?

(3) Why, and at what cost?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) to (3) No.

7. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Building Permits: Reference to Fire

Brigades Board

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Local Government:

is it appropriate to consult the
Fire Brigades Board when decid-
ing an appeal by a developer ob-
jecting to requirements Placed in
a building license by the Fire
Brigades Board?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
I ask the honourable member to
place the question on the notice
paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS
Notices of Motion: Signature

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson):
Earlier in today's sitting a number of
private members gave notices of motions.
I think the only member who Placed the
name of his electorate on his notice of
motion was the member for Balga; the
others neglected to insert their names or
their electorates on their notices of motion.
I would ask members who have omitted to
do this to come to the Table of the House
to insert their names and their elector-
ates on their notices. The Standing Orders
provide that this must be done, and the
Clerks are in somewhat of a quandary to
know which notice of motion should be
attributed to which member.

READING
1. Recording of Evidence Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
O'Neill (Minister for Works), and
read a first time.

2. Health Education Council Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
Ridge (Minister for Lands), and
read a first time.

BILLS (8): THIRD READING
1. Acts Amendment (Judicial Salaries

and Pensions) Bill.
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Sir Charles Court (Premier), and
transmitted to the Council.

2. Marketing of Barley Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr Old (Minister for Agriculture).
and transmitted to the Council.

3. Railways Discontinuance and Land
Revestment Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr O'Connor (Minister for Tranis-
port), and transmitted to the Coun-
cil.

4. State Housing Death Benefit Scheme
Act Amendment Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr P. V. Jones (Minister for Hous-
ing), and transmitted to the
Council.

5. Fauna Conservation Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr P. V. Jones (Minister for Fish-
eries and Wildlife), and transmitted
to the Council.

6. Mineral Sands (Western Titanium)
Agreement Bill.

7. Mineral Sands (Allied Eneabba)
Agreement Hill.

Bills read a third time, on motions by
Mr Mensaros (Minister for Indus-
trial Development), and transmitted
to the Council.

8. Weights and Measures Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr Grayden (Minister for Labour
and Industry), and transmitted to
the Council.

SUPREME COURT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading
MR O'NEIL (East MelvIlle-Minister for

Works) [5.13 pmn.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
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There are three separate provisions con-
tamned in this Bill to amend the Supreme
Court Act.

The first one concerns the appointment
of acting judges. At the present time, the
Act permits only the appointment of an
acting judge if a judge is absent on leave,
because of sickness, Or for any other rea-
son is temporarily unable to perform the
duties of his omfce.

However, from time to time there are
occasions when the volume of work in the
court is such that the services of an
additional judge are required, but only on
a temporary basis. In these circumstances,
a commissioner has been appointed under
the Act, but the difficulty with such a
solution is that a commissioner is not em-
powered to determine cases involving the
exercise of Federal jurisdiction. This re-
striction is particularly irksome where the
matrimonial causes jurisdiction is con-
cerned. It is expected that the volume of
divorce and related matters required to
be dealt with in the Supreme Court will
increase considerably, pending the estab-
lishment of a family court in this State
under the Family Law Act, 1975, recently
passed by the Commonwealth Parliament.
The establishment of the family court is
unlikely until early in 1976. Meanwhile,
the Supreme Court will require additional
assistance to cope with that jurisdiction.

The amendment proposed gives autho-
rity for the Governor to appoint a person
who is qualified to be appointed as a Judge
to be an acting judge for a period not
exceeding six months as specified in the
commission. There is a limitation of two
acting Judges at any one time.

The second amendment concerns clari-
fication of the power of a trial Judge to
state a case to the Full Court. This has
been brought to attention by His Honour.
the Chief Justice, as a reflection of the
provisions in the Bill to amend the Crim-
inal Code, which is currently before Par-
liament, and will allow the Attorney-
General to ask the trial judge to refer to
the Court of Criminal Appeal any question
of law arising at trial.

Although this matter is dealt with in
section 43 of the Supreme Court Act, the
existence of the Power has always been
in doubt. It Is therefore proposed that this
measure be extended to a judge also. This
will make it clear that a trial judge in a
criminal case has the power to state a
case to the Court of Criminal Appeal,
whether on the application of either party,
or of his own motion.

"inally, the Bill seeks to Provide for
0. rcuit towns for the circuit sittings of the
Supreme Court and the District Court of
V 'stern Australia in the north-west. This
ik a departure from the present system
o' arranging sittings of the court on an
ad - oc basis as 'd -hen required. The
n'w system, which was proposed by the
Chief Justice, will provide for sittings to

be held regularly at towns in the north-
west similar to those held at Albany, Bun-
bury, Geraldton, and Kalgoorlie. which are
held at three-monthly intervals.

There are a number of advantages for
regular sittings of the Supreme Court and
District Court in the north-west. They
are-

(a) magistrates sitting in petty ses-
sions can commit a defendant for
trial on indictment at a circuit
sitting fixed for a particular date,
rather than for "the next sitting"
without a date being fixed;

(b) there would be less disruption of
the Supreme Court's main busi-
ness in Perth if ad hoe sittings
at short notice were not required;

(c) early bookings for travel and
accommodation would be faci-
litated;

(d) there would, on the whole, be a
saving of judicial time, especially
if the fixed sittings were organised
so that all towns in the north-west
where trials were pending could
be visited in the same circuit.

The system proposed will operate with the
Governor, by proclamation, declaring such
Places in Western Australia to be circuit
towns. The Chief Justice then appoints the
days and times on which sittings of the
Supreme Court shall be held in those cir-
cuit towns.

Provision is made in clause 2 of the Bill
for sections 6 and 7, that part concerning
circuit towns, to come into operation on
a date to be fixed by proclamation.

This proposed system of circuit towns
will require complementary amendments to
the District Court of Western Australia
Act and the Juries Act, and Bills to amend
those Acts are being introduced today.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Hartrey.

DISTRICT COUET OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister for
Works) [5.20 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill is complementary to the Bill to
amend the Supreme Court Act, which pro-
Poses to establish circuit towns in the
north-west.

Clause 2 of this Bill provides for the Act
to come into operation on a date to be
fixed by proclamation.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Bertram.
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METRIC CONVERSION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council without

amendment.

JURIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR O'NEIIL (East Melville-Minister for
Works) [5.22 p.m.): I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The first matter dealt with in this Bill
results from, and is complementary to, the
proposal to provide for a system of circuit
towns in the north-west, contained in
Bills to amend the Supreme Court Act and
the District Court of Western Australia
Act, which have been introduced already.

The other proposal contained in this
Bill seeks to provide for reserve Jurors.
This is to overcome difficulties that may
arise where one or more jurors are taken
ill or otherwise become incapable of con-
tinuing as Jurors during the course of a
trial.

At present, the situation is governed by
section 646 of the Criminal Code, which
provides that, if at any time during a trial
a. juror dies or becomes, in the opinion
of the court, incapable of continuing to
act as a juror, the court has a discretion
to discharge the jury or may, if it thinks
fit, at the request of the accused and with
the consent of the Crown, discharge the
particular juror and direct the trial shall
proceed 'with the remaining jurors. This
applies only to a maximum number of',
two jurors out of the jury of 12.

Therefore, unless the accused Person
asks for a trial to proceed with the balance
of the jury, the trial is automatically
aborted, and the jury discharged where a
juror is incapacitated.

There is an increasing number of jury
trials of considerable length, involving
large numbers of accused persons. In each
case, if a juror is incapacitated, the con-
sent of each and every accused person to
the continuation of the trial would have
to be obtained.

Recently, a rape trial Involving nine ac-
cused continued for approximately one
month. A trial of this length Increases the
possibilities of a Juror becoming ill and
incapacitated to continue.

Thie proposal therefore Is to provide for
reserve jurors to a maximum of three. In
general terms, the procedure would allow
the trial Judge discretion to order the emn-
panelling of up to three reserve jurors at
the commencement of a trial. Those jurors
would take a modified form of oath, sit
with the jury, and follow proceedings
should they be required to replace an in-
capacitated juror during the trial.

It is provided in clause 2 of the Bill for
sections 3 and 4, which apply to circuit
towns, to come Into operation on a date
to be fixed by Proclamation.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Ur

Hlartrey.

INVENTIONS BILL
Second Reading

MR MENSAROS (floreat-Minister for
Industrial Development) [5.25 p.m.]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The purpose of this Bill is to assist and
promote the Interests and welfare of in-
ventors In Western Australia both for the
benefit of the individual as well as that
of the State,

For some time it has been appreciated
that little has been done to assist Inveni-
tors officially, although the Department
of Industrial Development has always
been available to give advice when this
has been sought and on a few occasions
It has been able to assist financially.

Recently a party of agricultural experts
from Algeria visited Western Australia to
examine our techniques. for utilising low
rainfall, land resources, and to evaluate
agricultural machinery used here.

Before they left they told me how im-
pressed they were with our agricultural
implements. "These," they said, "were
technically simple, robust, and efficient.
They obviously reflected the result of prac-
tical people solving local problems in a
practical way." They compared this with
their experience with northern hemisphere
manufacturers whose machines reflected
that they were produced by competent
technicians in the factories, but remote
from the problems encountered by th&
farmer in the field. They commented
upon the unique inventiveness of Western
Australians.

These skills have also enabled the State
to Join with Libya in an agricultural de-
velopment project in that country which
is using Western Australian tractors and
farm equipment.

Assistance to inventors, therefore, should
not be regarded as some form of Govern-
ment handout. It is an investment by
the community In the creative and tech-
nical skills of the State. The State has
benefited greatly from these in the past
and it can be confidently expected that
it will in the future.

This Bill will help in some small way
those persons who have a capacity to
make a contribution in this important
area of the State's development.

It Is not generally recognised that there
are many steps to be taken from the
"idea", stage through the building of a
prototype, the patenting procedure, and
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ultimately the manufacturing and market-
ing functions. These take time and in
many instances considerable finance is re-
quired.

Therefore in order to formalise a situa-
tion which because of a lack of set rules
had to be approached in a rather arbi-
trary manner, the Hill, which members
now have before them, has been drafted.

The Act is to be entitled the "Inventions
Act". Where the Minister upon recom-
mendation by the advisory committee
considers that an invention is likely to
lead to the establishment of an industry
or to be an advantage to the State he
may arrange assistance in a number of
ways.

These can consist of monetary assistance
either by a grant or loan, practical assist-
ance from Government departments or in-
strumnentalities by arrangement with the
appropriate Minister, or other advice
deemed appropriate. It is not envisaged
that this advice would apply to legal mat-
ters which are properly within the pro-
vince of a patent attorney or solicitor.

Where financial assistance is approved
by the Minister he may enter into a
formal agreement with the inventor which
would lay down the terms and conditions
and take security by way of aL mortgage
or some other form and set an interest
rate and repayment programme.

An inventions assistance trust fund will
be established in the Treasury into which
will be paid moneys appropriated by Par-
liament and repayments of loans plus in-
terest, paid out of the fund.

It is hoped that where an inventor has
received assistance under the provisions
of this Bill and it turns out to be an out-
standing commercial success he would con-
tribute to the fund more than the original
assistance granted for the benefit of other
Inventors.

In fact the advisory committee will be
asked to consider a scheme whereby suc-
cessful inventors are formally obliged to
make a reasonable return to the fund
over and above the amount received from
it.

It must be expected that not all inven-
tions supported will lead to commercial
development of a product and in these
cases assistance from the fund may not
be recouped.

The special trust fund has also been
set up so that other People in the State
who wish to assist, either because of their
own conviction about the value of sup-
porting our inventive potential or perhaps
because they have already benefited from
it, will have an official fund to which they
may make contributions to help In the
future.

It is Proposed to constitute an inventions
advisory committee consisting of an off ic-
er of the Department of Industrial Devel-
opment, four members of the Western

Australian Branch of the Inventors
Association, an engineer from the Public
Works Department, and up to two other
persons who have had experience in
science, technology, industry, and admini-
stration. Each member shall be appointed
by the Minister for a period of three
years. The functions of the committee will
be to examine and evaluate any invention
referred to it and recommend to the
Minister levels of financial and other
assistance.

The usual machinery clauses have been
Inserted which deal with the appointment
of deputies to the committee, convening
of meetings, numbers to constitute a
quorum, appointment of a secretary, mak-
ing of regulations, etc.

All officers and committee members
associated with administering the Act will
be made aware of the necessity to preserve
the confidentiality of the information
coming into their possession and a penalty
of up to $1 000 is provided for any breach
of the secrecy clause.

The recommended budget of the De-
partment of Industrial Development con-
tains a small amount to meet the cost of
any assistance granted In this financial
year.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr May.

Message: Appoprtion s
Message from the Lieutenant-Governor

received and read recommending appro-
priations for the purposes of the Bill.

BUILDERS REGISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 24th April.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool-DCeputy
Leader of the Opposition) [5.32 p.m.]: This
is not a Bim about which the Opposition
can become greatly excited. It contains a
few insignificant amendments to the Build-
ers Registration Act, and I want to make
some comments on them.

If we want to continue with this legis-
lation, Perhaps there is justification for
some of. the amendments relating to strict-
er control, new grounds for registration,
and increased fines when offences take
place. When I was Minister for Works I
was constantly being approached by
builders and other groups in the building
trades, such as the master painters,
plumbers, plasterers, and electricians in
relation to legislative coverage for their
specific callings. Like the present Minister,
I was not able to take the place of Solomon
and judge all these matters, so I referred
them to Mr Charles Howard Smith, QC,
to conduct an inquiry. He took some very
good evidence and came up with what I
thought were very worth-while recom-
mendations. However, I did not have time
to do much about them because the report
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came in only about the beginning of
March and I ceased to be a Minister at the
end of March.

Mr Smith acquired a wealth of know-
ledge from the building Industry which
he felt should be the basis f or further
registration of builders and others in the
industry. It is noteworthy that of all those
in the building trade who chose to give
evidence, only one group-the housing
industry group-was against any form of
registration of subcontractors, although it
was not against the continued registration
of builders. All the others felt the Industry
needed tightening up. In general terms,
Mr Smith finally recommended stricter
licensing in the industry and the creation
of a training authority. He recommended
the repeal of the Painters and Builders
Registration Acts and the Introduction of
legislation to create a building industry
licensing authority.

I must deviate a little because the build-
ing industry covers a wide range of speci-
alised trades. However, when those speci-
alists come under a registered builder he
has control over all of them. The prob-
lem seems to be more concerned with the
subcontractors whom registered builders
sometimes employ and who are also em-
ployed by members of the public. We have
recently seen what can happen with paint-
ing contractors who appear from nowhere
and go to nowhere rather Suddenly after
collecting cash for their efforts and leaving
a lot of heartburning behind them.

I set out in an endeavour to overcome
these problems. However, the Minister who
followed me did not pursue my line of
reasoning. He has taken up the old Acts
and is trying to update the legislation.
The Builders Registration Board and other
boards had no objection to the establish-
ment of an overall licensing authority and
thought it would be better than the legis-
lation under which they are at present
working.

I do not think we are achieving very
much by amending the existing legislation
and trying to update the conditions and
fines from time to time. We are not going
forward; we are just adding to the hotch-
potch which already exists. The Minister
will find other groups coming along next
year wanting further amendments to their
legislation, and to my mind that is not
desirable. As a matter of fact, one of
the registration board Acts was re-
hashed every Year for six or seven years
at the instigation of a private member.
The people concerned in that particular
legislation are probably looking for more
amendments at the present time.

There has also been a great demand for
the builders registration legislation to
cover all the country areas, but that has
been flatly rejected on the ground that it
would be necessary to have inspectors here,
there, and everywhere. Of course, we would
not need inspectors all over the place.
Only when malpractice was reported would

it be necessary to send an inspector to in-
vestigate. Municipalities such as BunburY
and Albany have asked to be included in
this area of legislation.

It is true there is power in the legisla-
tion to gazette additional areas or the
whole State, but the Government has not
seen fit to propose any amendments to
cover areas other than the metropolitan
area as defined in the legislation. I con-
sider people in the country areas-be they
at Bunbury, Albany, Kalgoorlie, or else-
where-are just as much entitled as people
in the metropolitan area to some redress
when building problems occur.

Mr Thompson: More so.
Mr JAMIESON: The honourable mem-

ber should talk to his Minister, not to me.
I might agree it is probably more desirable
to look after the people in country areas
because they can be left with greater
problems.

I know there Is a constant clamour from
People who are not registered. Among
these people are migrants who are unable
to speak English, so there is no possibility
of their being able to pass an examination.
They have Proved themselves and satisfied
everybody they deal with that they are
Proficient builders, but it does not neces-
sarily mean they know what they are
doing in regard to finance. The danger is
that a builder may go broke. We may find
we are creating additional problems if we
extend the registration provisions to other
groups of tradesmen. I have no great ob-
jection to doing so; I was approached by
many colleagues to provide registration in
certain fields where it did not apply.

The Minister proposes to provide regis-
tration for several more groups. Upon ap-
plication, members of the Australian
Institute of Building can be given registra-
tion virtually automatically because the
conditions of membership of that institute
are far more stringent than those apply-
ing to the Builders Registration Board
examination. I have no objection to that;
it is similar to the exemption of architects
and others who should have the knowledge
necessary to contend with any situation
which arises in the building industry.

The Bill Provides that an additional
ground for registration as a builder will
be that a person has had five years' ex-
perience as a manager or supervisor in
the building industry and can satisfy the
board of his competence. The Minister
has an amendment on the notice paper
which seems to me to indicate that the
registration provisions will be extended to
those who have been assistant supervisors.
If that is so, I do not agree with it, unless
the Minister can satisfactorily explain how
he will cover this situation. The relevant
paragraph of the amendment on the
notice paper read--

(f) he satisfies the Board that he has
had five years' experience in
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supervising building construction
or In assisting in the supervision
of building construction.

Mr O'Neil: That is a restriction on
architects and engineers.

Mr JAMIESON: I do not want registra-
tion to be extended to those who have
only practical experience. I have seen
far too many people who, given the
material, can certainly put up a building
quite well, but when the banker comes
along and says, "No more material-you
are broke", they do not know what he is
talking about. They have not been able
to do their costing. They are good at
their craft but they are not good in the
accounting side of the Industry.

As you would know, Mr Speaker, one of
the requirements a person must meet be-
fore he can become a registered builder is
that he must have a pass in the subject
of cost accounting, and this is laid down
in the Builders Registration Act. There
is very good reason for this in view of the
number of people who have got into diffi-
culties.

The Bill also proposes to give the board
power to order faulty work performed by
certain unregistered builders to be rectified
and, if not made good, to order the builder
to Pay the owner so that he may have the
work rectified. Up to the present unregis-
tered builders have been able to get away
with murder because If they did not per-
form their work properly and left the
person lamenting, he had no redress. it
is true that such unregistered builders
have the right-as other builders have-
under the Act to appeal to the court for
assessment to ensure they are not being
taken for a ride by the public with whom
they are dealing.

Provision is also made to allow the
board to exercise control over frivolous
complaints against a builder. People who
make frivolous complaints virtually force
a builder to act as a banker, because they
refuse to pay their just debts while they
sort out whether or not the builder has
done what they want him to do; but in
reality they are merely trying to extend
the time in which their payments should
be made. Builders should not be expected
to be bankers unless, of course, they enter
into a financial agreement with the client,
and this is dealt with in a different pro-
vision.

The Bill also makes provision for the
board, at the request of a builder, to
assess the work done to determine whether
the builder has done as much work as he
should have done for the payments he has
received. The board will virtually act as
an umpire between the builder and the
client. This provision will also obviate the
Problem that often occurs In respect of
the owner withholding the payment of
maintenance money after the building Is
completed. Often the owner withholds the

money and uses as his justification some
finicky item which probably was not due
to the action of the contractor in the first
place. This provision will allow the board
to determine what Is fair and just in those
situations.

The Bill contains a consumer protection
provision under which misrepresentation
in financial arrangements with the client
can void a contract. The provision will
cover a building or the land on which
it is being constructed. Very often people
sign agreements to obtain a house on
land under a certain set of circumstances,
but when they come to finalise the agree-
ment they find a different set of circum-
stances applies. If this is proved to the
satisfaction of the board in future, the
board will have power to void the contract.

Another provision in the Bill allows the
board to set and extend the various fees
it charges, rather than to use the method
that has been used in the past and has
proved to be cumbersome. I agree that
if we are to have a board it should be
able to set the necessary fees, subject to
the fees being reasonable; and I cannot
see that the board would want to accu-
mulate finance apart from the money it
requires for its normal running. Any ad-
ditional funds would only prove an em-
barrassment, because they could not be
spent.

I mentioned earlier that I am disap-
Pointed with the amendments contained
in this Bill because they do nothing to
guarantee the public satisfaction in re-
spect of their building problems. The Bill
will provide a little help in certain fields,
but it does not cover the total situation.
Certainly it does not cover the situation
of a builder or subcontractor going broke
and leaving his client lamenting with a
half-finished bullding'. I feel that sooner
or later some Government must look at
the Howard Smith report and bring down
more substantial legislation. We have
heard the argument about the proposed
liens Act and the other propositions which
the Law Reform Commission says will not
work; yet we have a bundle of evidence
from South Australia to show that liens
legislation is working perfectly at the
moment. We also have evidence to sug-
gest that certain forms of insurance pro-
visions which operate during the course
of building operations are working effec-
tively in other States. Sooner or later a
similar type of protection must be given
legislative coverage in this State.

The Bill we have before us is merely
a revamp of the parent Act to include the
provisions I have mentioned and to up-
date fines. At present if an unregistered
builder sells a house during the period in
which he is not allowed to dispose of it,
he may be fined. a maximum of $200, and
it is now proposed that the fine shall be
a maximum of $1 000. This will make
him think twice because whereas he could
load $200 onto the transaction he would
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find it difficult at the present time,
with the current problems of obtaining
finance, to add an extra $1 000 to cover
a fine. In that respect, I think the mini-
mum penalty should be $400 and not $200.

I would like the Minister to explain the
reason It is now considered unnecessary
to require a builder to show his name as
well as his registered number on a sign
In front of any building he is constructing.
It is proposed now that the builder need
display only his registered numnber, and
I feel this provision plays into the hands
of builders who are dummying. If One
sees a registration number it does not
mean much, although I suppose one could
go to the Builders Registration Board and
obtain the name of the builder. However,
when a person sees "Joe Smith. Reg. No.
46' he is aware that Joe Smith Is re-
sponsible for the work. Acts are only as
good as they should be if they are able
to be policed; and requiring the name of
the builder as well as his number in my
opinion helps in policing the activities of
builders. When we come to this clause
in Committee I shall endeavour to have
it rejected, because I feel it is most uin-
desirable and will give doubtful builders
a form of protection they should rnot re-
ceive.

In the main I would say genuine bullderp
want to display their names so that people
who see a house being built will know ft
is their work, Only the nefarious type of
builder would be inclined to put up his
number rather than his name on a build-
ing. I suggest the Minister was badly ad-vised in bringing this proposal to the
House.

If we can overcome a few problems like
that I do not think we are likely to have
any major clashes during the remaining
stages of the Bill. I suggest we must
accept that sooner or later we will have to
consider the whole of the industry and
bring down legislation which will be res-
pected by the public, generally, and will
give them and genuine builders a fair go.
We must achieve the situation in which
people and genuine builders can enter into
equitable agreements with one another;
and unfortunately often that is not the
case at the moment because we have build-
ers who can go Into business and fly out
very quickly leaving little redress for the
people who have given them their money
and have not received value for It.

Subject to the remarks I have made In
respect of the display of registration num-
bers only, I support the Bill for what it is
worth.

MR TUOMPSON (Kalamunda) [5.*55
P.m.]: I would like to make a couple of
observations in respect of this Bill. Firstly,
I feel the Builders Registration Board
employs insufficient inspectors at the pres-
ent time. As the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition observed, if builders registra-
tion is to be effective It must be policed. I

believe that to be so, although I am not
entirely sure that I support the principle
of builders registration, generally.

Recently I had a case in my electorate
In which a chap employed someone whom
he thought was a registered builder to
build a house for him. The land on which
the house was built subsequently subsided
and the house broke in halt. The front
section had to be demolished so that the
ground could be compacted, and then that
section had to be rebuilt completely.

Mr Davies: He had a splilt level at no
extra charge.

Mr THOMPSON: Precisely. It tranis-
pired that the so-called registered builder
was in fact operating under a dummying
arrangement. The contractor was not regis-
tered, but was operating under the name
of another builder. This matter was drawn
to the attention of the Builders Registra-
tion Board and, at the same time, the
owner cancelled his contract with the con-
tractor after receiving legal advice. I will
not refer to the contractor as a builder,
because he was not a registered builder.
The registered builder had lent his ticket
to this chap and had not even been near
the work.' Several months Passed, and the
Owner asked me what action was being
taken by the board in respect of the con-
tractor. I was advised by the board that it
had taken no action as the contract had
been terminated.

I believe a breach of the Builders Regis-
tration Act occurred and it appears that
no Prosecution will follow, even though I
have written to the board and suggested
that there appears to be a breach of the
law and that perhaps it should be prose-
cuting someone for that breach.

Mr Davies: Do you think the board is
concerned mainly with looking after build-
ers or with looking after the public? It
is a debatable question, isn't it?

Mr THOMPSON: That is why I
said earlier I amn not too sure whether I
am in favour of builders registration, any-
way. The operations of the Builders
Registration Board are confined to the
metropolitan area as defined in the Metro-
politan Water Supply, Sewerage, and
Drainage Act. So if a Person happens to
operate in a place outside of that area he
can build anything he likes, whether he
is registered or not. Any person can go
to Bunbury, Geraldton, or Albany and
build a multi-storied building without be-
ing a registered builder: and I suggest that
If any person can do that in those places
he should also be ablec to do it in the
metropolitan area because at least in the
metropolitan area he has access to all the
best building brains and services available.

For Instance, ARC, suppliers of reinforc-
ing for concrete structures, provides a
service for People to have steel mesh
designed and fabricated for concrete floors.
That service is not readily available in
the country, yet I have seen buildings In
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the country that have been very well built,
because the people responsible-people who
were not registered-went to the trouble
of finding out what had to be done, and
put the correct materials Into the build-
ings. On the other hand, I have seen
structures in the metropolitan area,
built under the control of the Builders
Registration Board, which in my view
were rather suspect.

So, I feel that If it is quite acceptable for
an unregistered Person to build a multi-
storied building in Sunbury, Oeraldton,
or Albany. it Is just as acceptable for an
unregistered person to build one in the
metropolitan area, where he has access to
all the expertise and services which are
necessary to enable him to do a good Job.

I certainly do not intend to oppose the
Bill: I just have some reservations about
the whole question of registration. It seems
to me that we are getting to a stage in
our society where, very soon, we will need
a license to go to the toilet. Some years ago
In Britain-I do not know whether this
situation still pertains-electricians were
not licensed, and the responsibility for the
standard of workmanship was placed on
the British Board of Trade, We have in-
spectors in various areas in Western
Australia who carry out very stringent
inspections of electrical and plumbing
work in their particular areas. One cannot
build a house In any of the Perth metro-
politan suburbs without its being inspected
fairly thoroughly by the shire building
surveyors.

From my own practical experience over
the last few years, I would say that the
degree to which a house under construc-
tion is supervised by the local authority
Is increasing. A person is prohibited from
commencing construction of a house until
such time as the building surveyor from
the appropriate local authority comes
along and has a look at the trenches in
which the concrete footings are to be
poured to ensure that the correct steel Is
used and the correct compaction is ob-
tained before the concrete Is poured. I
support the Bill.

MR O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister for
Works) [6.03 p.m.]: I thank members who
have contributed to this debate on the Bill
to amend the Builders Registration Act.
Perhaps I can be a little general in my
comments to start with, and say that I
too, like the member for Victoria Park
who interjected to this effect, have become
rather concerned as to the change in pur-
pose of certain legislation. I have com-
mented in this Chamber before that It
seems to me that legislation set up for
one purpose, over the passage of time is
used for an entirely different purpose. I
have often pointed to the closing pro-
visions contained in the Factories and
Shops Act, which stipulate that shops and
factories must be closed between 8.00 p.m.
and 8.00 a.m. This Provision was inserted

Into the Act In 1920 to prevent the ex-
ploitation of workers, but now it is used
as an excuse for not giving service to the
Public, which Is quite a different thing.

A fear exists that in the registration
of builders there is a tendency to create
a closed preserve for those who are "in"
to the denial of others; the member for
Victoria Park may be quite correct in say-
ing that a piece of legislation set up to
Protect People having houses built for them
is used now to some degree to prevent
other people carrying on the business of
building, thus creating a closed shop.

AS the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
appreciated, this legislation attempts to
Provide two additional areas whereby
people may become registered as builders.
One provision Is totally and completely
automatic; those who have had member-
ship of the Australian Institute of Build-
ing for five years automatically qualify
for the registration because the examina-
tions conducted by the institute are much
stricter than those of the Builders Regis-
tration Board. The other provision is that,
with the approval of the board, a person
who has been engaged for five years in
the management and supervision of build-
ing work may become registered.

The Act already contains a Provision
whereby a Person who comes from outside
Western Australia and who can Prove to
the board that he has appropriate quail-
fications, but has no certificate because,
perhaps, he comes from a place where
there is no certification of builders, may
be granted registration.

Th'second Provision is aimed at provid-
Ing to people in Western Australia almost
the same sort of facility to be registered
as is offered to people coming from out-
side Western Australia. Only last Friday
I received a deputation from the Builders
Registration Board, which expressed con-
cern that we have insisted on only five
years' experience as a supervisor or in
the management of building work before
a person qualifies for registration; their
view was that a longer period was neces-
sary. I indicated to the chairman of the
board and one other member, as well as to
the registrar, that I would listen to the
arguments raised during the debate on the
Bill and, if their point became a matter
of some contention, I would give considera-
tion to extending the period.

I am a little disinclined to do so now
because I believe by its very nature the
board should be able to apply a discretion
In these cases. As I said to members of
the board, it would be all too easy to set
up In Statutes the actual requirements
for registration, thus giving the board
nothing to do; however, if we did that, we
could do away with the board.

However I believe we will learn from
our experience in respect of this particular
qualification and, if necessary, if there Is
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any great objection or there is an attempt It was my intention to make the dele-
to make it more difficult for a member of
that Profession to be registered, I will not
be averse to an amendment of that kind.
It has not been raised up till now, but I
thought that because of what I had to say
to the board the other day I should men-
tion It here.

The amendment which I have on the
notice paper, which was mentioned by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, does not
apply to the new provisions relating to
registration. I will deal with the amend-
ment more fully when I move it in the
Committee stage, but under the Builders
Registration Act a number of people are
entitled to automatic registration. Section
9A of the principal Act provides that-

A Person who is
(a) a member of The Royal Australian

Institute of Architects (West
Australian Chapter);

(b) registered
Act, 1921;

(c) a member
Engineers,
Division);

under the Architects

of The Institution of
Australian (Perth

or
(d) a member of The Australasian

Institute of Mining and Metal-
lurgy;

shall all be Persons who are entitled to
automatic registration.

In my opinion it was passing strange
that the Institution of Engineers and
the Royal Australian Institute of Archi-
tects, should both feel that that provision
made it far too easy for those persons to
be granted automatic registration and
they requested that, in addition to holding
those qualifications, before an architect or
an engineer was In fact granted registra-
tion, he have five years' experience
in the building industry. So in essence the
amendment is really tightening up that
particular provision.

Examples were given to me of the num-
ber of complaints against engineer builders
and architect builders who are registered
under the Act and It seemed to me that
the number of these complaints was a little
higher than those that had been made
against the ordinary journeyman or trades-
man who was registered as a builder. It is
at the request of those two professional
bodies that we are seeking to tighten up
that existing provision In the Act. In
other words we are seeking to extend the
condition of five years' building experience
in the industry to all those persons covered
by section 9A although, as far as my
understanding goes, no member of The
Australasian Institute of Mining and
Metallurgy has ever applied for registra-
tion as a builder. In fact, it was sug-
gested to me that we should move to delete
reference to that particular person,
because no application has ever been
received from a member of The Austra-
lasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy.

tion. but I thought it may have been the
subject of some complaint, so it is proposed
to leave the reference to that person in the
section. which will mean that a member
of that institute can become a builder if
he makes application.

Mr Janmeson: That would be most
unlikely.

Mr O'NEIL: Whilst no member of that
profession has made an application to be
registered. I am certain that if we tried
to delete any reference to such a person
there would be a great outcry from the
organisation concerned. Therefore, as I
have said, we have decided to leave it there
and apply the condition of five years'
experience in the building industry.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
also mentioned that there will no longer
be any requirement for a builder, who is
registered, to have his name appear on
the sign that is erected on the building
site. The current provision in the Act
refers to the classification of the builder;
that is, an "A"'-class or "B"-class builder.
No longer do we have two classes of
builder. They are all builders and the
board has assured me that if a sign is
erected on a building site it will have either
the name of the company performing the
building work or the name of the builder
himself. The board does not worry about
the classification; all it needs to be able
to identify the Job Is the registered num-
ber of the builder.

Therefore we are not providing that a
builder shall not put his name on the sign:
we are merely providing that he shall show
his registered number.

Mr Jamieson: It allows the nefarious
ones to escape their responsibilities.

Mr O'NEU-,: Other provisions in regard
to the "Stooge" builder are being intro-
duced. However it is not a question of
making life impossible and if it is insisted
that the builder's name as well as his regis-
tered number should appear on the sign
erected on the building site I will raise no
objection. However I have not had an
opportunity to check what would happen
if we deleted that provision from the Bill,
because I think It is interlocked with the
requirement that a builder must put his
classification on the sign that is erected
on the building site. Nevertheless I suppose
we will have an opportunity to discuss that
further in the Committee stage of the Bill.

With respect to those provisions of the
law designed to cover the whole of the
State, I think it was in 1951 provision was
made that, by Proclamation, the Builders
Registration Act should be extended to
any part of the State so proclaimed. It
is not without significance, I think, that
neither the previous Minister for Works
nor the present one has taken that action.

There is a basic reason which does con-
cern me. I was told by a country builder,
who happens to be registered because he
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came in under the grandfather provision
of the Act, that be would like to see the
law extended State-wide. When I asked
him the reason he said, "So I won't lose
my foreman". In other words, he had ob-
tained registration under the grandfather
clause and he realised that if we extended
the provisions of the Act State-wide his
foreman-who is probably a very efficient
tradesman and supervisor-could not be-
come a registered builder and would have
to stay as a foreman to that builder. I
thought that patently unfair and it gives
cause for concern in that the Act is being
used for a Purpose which is contrary to its
real intention; namely, to create a closed
Preserve. No Government body has seen
fit to extend the provisions of this Act be-
yond the metropolitan area.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr O'NEIL: There remains only the
Particular matter raised by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition for me to deal
with; that is, the Government's consid-
eration of the Howard Smith report. The
honourable member said the report be-
came available to the previous Govern-
ment at a time when he was unable to take
any action on it.

He indicated he did not know whether
the Government had taken cognisance of
that report, or bad taken any action ap-
propriate to the recommendations. There
were, in fact, 14 separate recommendations
in the Howard Smith report of which. I
think, three or four only referred speci-
fically to building legislation.

A number of the recommendations refer
to the giving of preference to contractors
who employ apprentices; and to a degree
that recommendation has been adopted by
the Government. certainly in respect of
Public Works Department contracts, as
well as in State Housing Commission con-
tracts in which a degree of Preference is
given to builders who employ apprentices.

There were recommendations that ap-
prenticeship and trade training be exam-
ined: and that has been done. In fact.
the Minister for Labour and Industry has
indicated publicly that a Bill will be
introduced to revise and revitalise the
apprenticeship training scheme. The
Howard Smith recommendations referred
specifically to the scheme that obtained
in England.

So, we have not ignored that report, with
the exception that we have not gone along
with the idea of repealing all the existing
Acts which register people who are in-
volved in the building trade. We thought
it preferable to tighten up the provisions
of the Builders Registration Act itself.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition did
make passing reference to liens legislation,
as recommended by the Howard Smith re-
Port, This matter was referred to the Law
Reform Commission and was subjected to

investigation under, I think, project No.
45, the results of which were tabled in this
House some time ago.

There still remains considerable pres-
sure from certain areas of the building
construction industry to introduce liens
legislation. It seems that despite advice
we have obtained from the other States
to the effect that such legislation is in-
effective, there is a fair degree of opinion
that this will be the answer to the
maiden's prayer so far as subcontractors
in the building industry are concerned.

Reference has been made to the South
Australian legislation. About a week Or
10 days ago the heads of all State de-
partments of works and construction, as
well as those of the Commonwealth de-
partment, attended a conference in the
Public Works Department building in
Western Australia. I had little time to be
with the delegates, but I did Join them
at morning tea when I raised with the
very senior officers, this matter relating to
the effectiveness of the liens legislation
which exists in the other States. They
told me quite frankly that it was-as we
already understood from the report of the
Law Reform Commission-ineffective.

It is all very well to have a Statute
which People imagine will protect them
from the dire consequences of main con-
tractors going broke, and the like, but such
legislation has not proved to be effective
in the other States despite reports to the
contrary. I understand that some reports
which support such legislation have Come
out of the publications of the organisa-
tions concerned, and are not based on fact.

Mr Thompson: Have you had any in-
formation from the subcontractors Organ-
isation of South Australia? The informa-
tion you have had apparently came from
the departmental heads. what about the
reaction from the subcontractors?

Mr O'NEIL: Personally I have not made
that inquiry. Certainly in the course of
our inquiries into all the matters con-
tained in this particular report, the of-
ficers of my department have been in
touch with various people. It might sound
nice to have on the Statute book a cer-
tain piece of legislation which purports
to protect the subcontractors. It is only
when subcontractors seek protection under
the legislation that they find it is Inef-
f ective.

The Queensland experience has seen the
introduction of liens legislation, the aban-
donment of it, the reintroduction Of it,
and the abandonment of it again. That
was because the Person who sought Pro-
tection under the liens legislation would
not have the executive or organisational
backing to enable him to take the ap-
propriate action at the appropriate time.

I am not blaming the small subcontrac-
tor for being inefficient, and for not hav-
ing staff back-up in his operations; but
it has been pointed out to me that only
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people with expertise and some Sclid ex- I think it is desirable that the name still
ecutive backing in their organisations will
be able to take appropriate action.

I wish to refer to one other matter re-
lating to the Howard Smith report. When
I read it I saw a large number of conflict-
ing points of view. I did not Personally
consider the report to be based on the
facts as I knew them. In that regard I
asked the under-secretary of my depart-
ment to circulate a report to all the organ-
isations which had made submissions, or
which were to be affected by the report.
That was done, and the following bodies
were contacted-

The Builders Registration Board
The Master Builders Association
The building industry subcontractors

organisation
The Master Plumbers Association
The building workers industrial union
The Building Industry Advisory Com-

mittee
The housing study group
The State Housing Commission.

They were all requested to comment upon
that report.

Their comments were received. I think
in about September, 1974, we managed to
collate all the expressions of opinion. Out
of that came the Proposal to amend the
Builders Registration Act specifically.
which resulted in the Bill now before
Parliament, and also in the implementation
of the other recommendations which did
not require legislative action; namely,
paying greater attention to the training
of apprentices, involving the private sec-
tor as well as the Government in this ex-
ercise, moving into the technical educa-
tion field, taking a more active Part in
this aspect, and so on.

Many of these recommendations have
been accepted. They might not have been
adopted in the Precise form recommended
in the report, but certainly the report has
been given ample consideration to the
degree that we have been able to imple-
ment either administratively or legislat-
ively what we as a Government believe to
be the most important section of that re-
port.

I will conclude my remarks on the Bill
In general and will leave for the Committee
stage further discussion on other matters
raised by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition. I1 commend the Bill to the
House.

Question put and Passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(Mr Crane) in the Chair; Mr O'Neil
(Minister for Works) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses I to 6 put and passed.
Clause 7: Section lOB amended-
Mr JAMIESON:

Page 4, line
"number" the

I move an amendment-
33-Add after the word
words "and name".

be Included. It is all very well to say that
once we have the number we can check
UP with the Builders Registration Board
to ascertain the name of the builder, but
who will bother to do this, particularly a
person who witnesses a theft from a build-
Ing site? I would like to hear the Minister's
comments on my amendment.

Mr O'NEIL: I had imagined the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition would speak on
clause 6 because earlier provisions in the
Act deal with this matter. A single builder
Is dealt with in section 10 which is
amended by clause 6 (c). Section 1OB deals
with work carried out by a Partnership,
while section IOC concerns work carried
out by a company.

The Bill before us proposes to provide
for just the registered number to be in-
cluded, mainly to obviate the necessity for
the class of builder to be included. I suggest
It would be rather ridiculous to have a
sign erected which included only the regis-
tered number. We are assuming that the
builder, Partnership, or company would
indicate on the sign not only the registered
number but also the builder, builders, or
company involved. As I have said, the real
purpose is to delete the provision making
it necessary for the class of builder to be
included because these classes do not now
exist. Some people may still call themselves
master builders or Class "A" builders, but
these classes do not exist any more.

I do not think the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition should press the Point because
earlier Provisions would have to be
amended. While I do not consider his
amendment is necessary, I do not object to
it. Would the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion be Prepared to accept an undertaking
from me that I will examine the provision
and if there is any real objection to what
he proposes I will notify him and, if not,
I will have the necessary amendments Pre-
pared to cover each of the various sections?

Mr JAMIESON: As there is difficulty
because I overlooked the earlier sections,
I think It is desirable to accept the offer
of the Minister. Therefore I seek leave of
the Committee to withdraw my amend-
ment.

Amendment, by leave, withrawn.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 8 to 14 put and passed.
New clause 6-

Mr O'NEIh: I move-

Page 3-Insert after clause 5 the
following new clause to stand as clause
0-

Section RA 6. Section 9A of the principal
amnended. Act* is amended by deleting the

passage commencing with the
word "shall" in line ten, and
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ending with the word "Provi-
sions", in the last line, and
substituting the passage-

d"and who applies to be
registered under the Act
shall be entitled to be so
registered if and 'when-

(e) he pays the pres-
cribed fee for such
registration; and

MI he satisfies the Board
that he has had five
years' experience in
supervising building
construction or in
assisting in the
supervision of build-
ing construction".

I understand that if the Committee accepts
the amendment the necessary renumber-
ing of clauses, will be done automatically.

This is the amendment to which I
referred when replying to the second read-
ing debate. At the moment the following
people are entitled to automatic registra-
tion without examination, purely on
application to the board and the payment
of a fee: A person who is a member of The
Royal Australian Institute of Architects
(Western Australian Chapter); registered
under the Architects Act, 1921; a member
of The Institution of Engineers, Australia
(Perth Division); or a member of The
Australasian Institute of Mining and
metallurgy.

it is proposed that in future these people
shall not receive automatic registration
on the obtaining of that particular qualifi-
cation. It Is proposed that any one of
those people who applies to be registered
under the Act shall be entitled to be so
registered if and when he pays the pres-
cribed fee for such registration, and he
has satisfied the board that he has had
five years' experience in supervising build-
Ing construction or in assisting in the
supervision of building construction. I did
mention that in respect of the last cate-
gory-members of The Australasian Insti-
tute of Mining and Metallurgy-there have
been no applications, but perhaps there
wilt be in the future.

I think I should Point out the situation
in respect of the balance of those who will
be affected by the amendment. In 1972
seven architects applied for registration,
making a total of 39. in 1973 the applica-
tions numbered 18. bringing the total to
52. In 1974 the applications numbered 21,
giving a total of 70 and, in 1975, the
applications numbered 28, bringing the
total to 98.

1 think we can read some significance
into the increase from seven applications
in 1972 to 28 applications in 1975. Those
figures indicate there is something wrong
in the architectural business. I think we
are all aware that many architects are.
in fact, struggling to survive in the Present
economic climate.

The number of complaints processed In
1973, concerning the 52 architects who were
registered, numbered 11. The complaints
processed in 1974, covering 70 architects,
numbered 16, and in 1915 the complaints
processed numbered 11 covering 98 archi-
tects.

Mr Jamieson: They are improving.
Mr O'bEIL: Yes, they are improving,

Certainly there Is an indication that per-
haps there are some difficulties in this area
purely because these people have not had
practical experience.

With regard to engineers, the number of
applications for registration in 1972 was
18; in 1973 the number was 28; in 1974,
16; and in 1975, 22. In all, at the present
time, 139 engineers are registered under
this particular section of the Act in respect
of whom 17 complaints were received by
the board. I do not know how this com-
pares with the general run of the mill but
certainly the organisations representing
these people felt, I think in the interests
of maintaining a good name for the pro-
fession, that prior to automatic registra-
tion there should be at least a Period of
five years following qualification to ensure
that these people have some experience in
either supervising or assisting in the super-
vision of buildings. It is for that reason
I have moved the amendment.

Mr JAMIESON: I have no great objec-
tion to the amendment now it has been
explained to us. 'The qualifying period
will augur well for the industry. it would
appear that in times of stress people in
various callings try to change their occu-
pations rather quickly and It could have
been somewhat lucrative, in certain cir-
cumstances, to be registered so that they
could become registered supervisors with
firns already established. However, a
person taking on such a job would need
to have some basic knowledge of the prac-
tical side, rather than just be qualified as
an architect or an engineer.

I think the Industry will benefit from
the amendment, and I have no objection
to It.

New clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.
Bill reported with an amendment.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 14th August.
MR MOILER (Mundaring) [7.56 p.m.l:

When the Minister introduced the Bill he
claimed that the majority of the amend-
mients contained In It were for the purpose
of enabling monetary penalties to be
increased. He said the intention of the
Government was to increase monetary
penalties to the point where, relatively
speaking, they were comparable with those
imposed some 10 years ago in 1965 when
the penalties were last reviewed.
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Mr Davies: Do not hurry, the Minister
is not here yet.

Sir Charles Court: He is on his way.
Mr MOILER: To fill In a little time I

could possibly point out that the necessity
for the Government to review penalties
further highlights the inability of this
Government to arrest inflation. It also
demonstrates that Inflation affects all
walks of life within our community. The
fact that the Minister has found it neces-
sary to introduce a Bill to increase mone-
tary penalties demonstrates that the
Government, and the Premier, have been
unable to arrest inflation even in this area.

In his opening remarks the Minister said
that in most cases the relationship
between fines and imprisonment had
been kept to a ratio of approximately one
month's Imprisonment to $100 in fines. It
appears that in maintaining that ratio the
Government has made no attempt to
correlate penalties with the ability of a
person to pay.

I appreciate that the penalties set down
in the Act are the maximum penalties
and a magistrate has a discretion as to
whether or not he will impose that
maximum. Obviously, if two people
commit a similar offence and both receive
similar monetary penalties, if one is on
a higher salary he is in a far better pos-
ition to be able to pay the penalty than
is the person who is on a lower salary.

I appreciate this is not an easy prob-
lem to overcome but the Government
should have made same attempt to ex-
amine this issue so that a penalty is
related to the ability of a person to pay
a fine to ensure that the effect of a
punishment, imposed on different people,
has the same relativity.

Mr O'Connor: Can you name another
Act where that applies?

Mr MOILER: No.
Mr O'Connor: I thought you might have

had something in mind.
Mr MOILER: I think a progressive Gov-

ernment could have looked at thes issues.
Perhaps the minister will be able to com-
ment on that point when replying.

Apart from the increased penalties, the
Bill contains a number of other provisions
on which the Opposition wishes to spend
some time. The first of these was men-
tioned very early in the Minister's second
reading speech and relates to prostitution.
The Bill also contains an amendment in
connection with trafficking in dangerous
drugs, and an amendment of lesser im-
portance to control the hours during which
amusement parlours may operate. At the
present time the hours of operation of
amusement parlours are virtually un-
limited, and it is proposed to restrict them
to the hours between 8.00 am. and mid-
night on week days and between 10.00
a.m. and 8.00 p.m. on Sundays.

The Bill also provides that it is an
offence to aid, abet, or employ a person
who has escaped from legal custody.
Another amendment makes it an offence
to carry a weapon which could be con-
sidered to be an offensive weapon. So
the Bill contains issues which are far
more important than increasing the mone-
tary penalties.

With regard to prostitution the Minister
said in his second reading speech-

The Bill also provides for a streng-
thening of the laws relating to prosti-
tution. The present laws do not permit
adequate control of traditional pro-
stitution operations and are quite un-
suited to Its new manifestations:

He went on to say-and this is a point I
propose to emphasise later on-

The normally accepted approach is
to limit legislative enforcement to con-
trolling the conduct of prostitutes and
those managing or assisting them.

I emphasise the word "controlling". He
Continued-

The present section 76F which deals
with "keeping of premnises"-that is,
"keeping or acting in the assistance or
management of premises for the pur-
pese of prostltution"--has its weak-
nesses and the prop osed amendment
of this section should adequately deal
with weaknesses at present experi-
enced.

The Minister's statement raises a number
of issues of which this House should take
note. The question arises: Is the legisla-
tion now before us intended to control
prostitution or outlaw prostitution? No-
where in the Bill do I see any mention of
controlling prostitution. It is my under-
standing that the legislation outlaws pros-
titution, and I do not believe there is any
area of control. As the Bill stands, it
simply amounts to making It illegal to
operate brothels.

I do not believe that at any point have
we as a Parliament decided what is the
normally accepted approach to prostitu-
tion. The Minister might have an idea
what it is, but at no time in the past four
years has this Parliament decided what
is the normally accepted approach to pros-
titution. I therefore think it is wrong for
the Minister to say in his second reading
speech-

The normally accepted approach is
to limit legislative enforcement to
controlling the conduct of prostitutes
and those managing or assisting them.

Mr O'Connor: What do you think should
happen, then?

Mr MOILER: I will come to that shortly.
I believe. prostitution is a matter of great
magnitude which has been an issue as far
as the pub-le of Western Australia is con-
cerned for well over 12 months. This Par-
liament should be considering the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee to inquire into
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all aspects of prostitution in this State.
Do we as a Parliament agree that the
police should have discretionary power in
controlling prostitution, as the Minister
suggests, or in prohibiting the conduct of
brothels? I do not believe they should
have discretionary power. It Is for this
House to make decisions In regard to pros-
titution In Western Australia, and it is.
for the Police to carry out the directions
of this Parliament.

I suggest that in the Act as it now
stands this Government and previous
Governments have perhaps allowed the
police discretion to decide who will be
charged and when and how they will be
charged. That Is a mistake. It is clear
that if we pass the Bill which is now before
us we will be dictating that no person can
operate as a prostitute in Western Aus-
tralia. The Bill would prohibit brothels,
not control them. I do not consider the
Bill leaves any area for control. If the
Minister is thinking of controlling pros-
titution by way of controlling brothels, he
should explain how he proposes to do so. If
he believes Prostitution should be control-
led, he and his Governiment should intro-
duce legislation which clearly sets out the
manner In which Prostitution will be con-
trolled.

We as a Parliament must decide whether
we believe there should be controlled pros-
titution in Western Australia or whether
we will allow illegal prostitution. We can
have one or the other.

Mr O'Connor: Which do you go for?
Mr. MOILER: I go for controlled pros-

titution.
Mr Coyne: You want ration tickets do

you?
Mr navies: He is on ration tickets!

Mr B. T. Burke: He is just out of his
depth.

Mr May: At least he may be able to
use ration tickets.

Mr MOILER: We can never legislate to
prohibit prostitution. It has been with us
since time immemorial.

Mr Hartrey: The oldest profession in the
world.

Mr O'Connor: Did it come before law?

Mr Davies: More distinguished!

Mr MOILER: I do not believe we can
legislate to prohibit it, and then hope to
control it. When replying the Minister
should clearly tell us his intention: Does
he wish to control prostitution? If the
Minister believes that prostitution should
be controlled, I feel such control could
be better administered by some body other
than the Police Force. It may be that a
health organisation would be more appro-
priate to check on these establishments.

Mr Hartrey: They get half the fizz-gigs
from the brothels.

Mr MOILER: Yes. In his second read-
ing speech the Minister said-

In the proposed legislation the in-
terpretations of the words "brothel"
and "premises" are explicitly defined
and have been made more realistic on
present-day trends.

The Minister did not elaborate on this to
any great extent, although possibly he will
tell us more about it when he replies. I
would like to know how these terms are
explicitly defined, for what purpose, and
what the Minister hopes to achieve with
the definitions. He went on to say-

Where present-day case law provides
protection for a person prostituting
herself alone in her own house, flat,
etc., and who Is receiving legitimate
income and/or is supported by other
lawful means--that is, husband, de
facto husband or other relative-the
Proposed amendment ensures that
offenders who now engage in such an
unlawful profession without fear of
Prosecution, could be dealt with ac-
cordingly.

So the Minister is saying that while under
the present legislation a woman may
choose to prostitute herself, we as poli-
ticians, will now direct that she shall not.
We will set ourselves up to direct what
every woman in Western Australia may or
may not do in this matter. If she decides
to prostitute herself, apparently a police
officer will have an unwritten right, a dis-
cretion, to Permit her to do it-that is,
he will ignore it-or to arrest her.
Obviously, if we accept the Minister's re-
marks that the purpose of the legislation
is to control prostitution, someone must
have the discretion as to whether or not
a particular woman will be charged with
prostitution or with conducting a brothel.
This discretion will be left in the hands
of police officers. So the intention of the
amendment is that any woman who, acting
by herself, decides that she will Prostitute
herself, may or may not be prosecuted at
the discretion of Police officers. Surely
every member in this Chamber believes
that situation would not be correct.

I suggest that the best course would be
to appoint a Select Committee from this
Chamber, or a Joint Select Committee of
both Houses, to look into the Position of
prostitution in Western Australia. I feel
such a committee could come up with
something far more worthy of this Par-
liament than the amending legislation
presently before us.

If the legislation to increase the penalties
for prostitution has been brought to this
House on the grounds of morality, the
Minister has failed to tell us. Although
the term of gaol sentences for offences
has not been increased, the monetary
penalties have. If the legislation was
initiated on moral grounds, perhaps the
Minister would explain on what basis he



2204 [ASSEMBLY]

believes we should be legislating for the have had for years-and they may con-
morality of women in Western Australia.

Mr Hartrey: You might find they would
Put a higher price on it too!

Mr MOILER: At present it is not un-
lawful for a woman to prostitute herself.
Why does the Minister believe we should
now amend this legislation to make suPh
an act unlawful? Ts this what the majority
of members of this Chamber believe should
be done? If a woman at her own accord,
with no pressure from anyone else, decides
to prostitute herself and to charge some-
one for her affection, do more than 26
members in this House believe we should
legislate to tell her what she can and
cannot do?

Mr O'Connor: What does the law say
at the moment regarding women who carry
on like this in numbers?

Mr MOILER: The Minister then said in
numbers!

Mr O'Connor: Yes.
Mr MOILER: In his second reading

speech the Minister said-
.. case law provides protection for

aPerson prostituting herself alone In
her own house, flat, etc....

So under the present legislation, a woman
can prostitute herself alone, but It is an
offence to conduct a brothel.

I say to members: Are we so righteous
that we believe it Is our responsibility to
legislate on the grounds of morality for
women within Western Australia? I do
not believe it Is our responsibility, and I
do not think we should do such a thing.
We should call for evidence and advice
from those who are in a better position to
understand the whole situation. I submit
to the Minister that neither he nor any-
one else in this Chamber is really in a
position to know what to do about this
problem.

The Minister then went on to say that
one of the amendments in connection with
prostitution will also more adequately
cover persons who, although having no
physical connection with a brothel or
prostitute, receive money for organising,
protecting, or assisting in the unlawful
business of prostitution. It may be that
membters of this Chamber, after giving full
consideration to the conduct of brothels,
escort agencies, massage parlours, and the
like in this State, could well decide that
if there were to be controlling legislation
there could be a Place for some of the
people who are proposed to be penalised
under the Hill; that is, those who organise
prostitution or who arrange meetings be-
tween a prostitute and a client.

Possibly people in the community would
feel that it would be better to acknowledge
that we have prostitution-and the Minis-
ter would not deny that we have obvious
prostitution in the Kalgoorlie region, and

aider it would be far better to have persons
with the occupation of ar-ranging meetings
between prostitutes and their clients in a
Public Place, unknown to anyone else, than
to have people lined up on the footpath
waiting to enter a brothel. It could well
be that members of this Chamber, after a
careful study of the position, could decide
that they see some merit in legislation to
cover those people whom the Minister
claims are acting unlawfully, and in res-
pect of whom he has introduced additional
legislation in order that they may be con-
victed.

Towards the end of the Portion of his
second reading speech which dealt with
Prostitution, the Minister went on to say-

A new section of the Police Act has
been drafted and proposed in section
'IOGA, providing for persons publicly
loitering, accosting or soliciting for
the purpose of prostitution. The word
"Publicly" is defined by incorporating
places of public access, view or within
hearing of such places.

As I have said, if these people do solicit.
it could well be better to acknowledge that
fact and to enable them to meet in public
places by arrangement and without offence
to anyone else in the area.

The amendments to sections 76F' and
'76G, and the proposed new section 760GA.
are all concerned with the matter of pros-
titution, soliciting, and the earnings of
Prostitution and are aimed at enabling
the Police to apprehend prostitutes, in-
clud~ng those who operate in bogus mas-
sage parlours and escort agencies; and the
Parliament is asked to enact legislation to
that end. However, I believe that before
we as a Parliament agree to this legisla-
tion we should establish what we are op-
posed to in respect of this matter. To my
knowledge what the Parliament is op-
posed to and what is the intention of the
legislation have never been clearly set
down.

Are we opposed to a person acting as an
agent for a prostitute? If we are, I think
we should say quite specifically that we are
opposed to that activity. We should give
reasons for our opposition and say what
action we intend to take. Is the Minister
opposed to a prostitute meeting a client
at some prearranged public place? If so,
will he explain why?

Mr Nanovich: How could you legislate
in that manner?

Mr MOILER: If the member for Tood-
yay sits back he will hear.

Mr Nanovich: I haven't heard anything
yet.

Mr Bertram: You will get your oppor-
tunity shortly.

Mr MOILER: I think even the member
for Toodyay would concede that for more
than 12 months now the public have had
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misgivings in regard to the conduct of
massage parlours, escort agencies, and
brothels within this State.

Mr O'Connor: The same thing applied
when you were in Government.

Mr MOILER: I am glad the Minister
said that, because I will come to that mat-
ter shortly. As I was saying. I believe that
even the member for Toodyay would con-
cede that for more than 12 months now
the public have had reason to believe that
there is an association between politicians.
prostitutes, and the police. It has been
suggested on more than one occasion that
an association exists between members of
those three groups. I believe this Parlia-
ment should take action to ensure that
the scandalous rumours and the state-
ments which have appeared in the Press
over the past 12 months and more are
well and truly aired.

Mr Nanovich: Where did the statements
come f rom?

Mr O'Connor: Were they all from one
individual?

Mr MOILER: Certainly not. The Minis-
ter has been asked on a number of oc-
casions to table police reports in connec-
tion with prostitution, but he has not
been Prepared to do so. At one time he
said he would agree with legalised pros-
titution if it could be shown that it would
have some inhibiting effect on the in-
cidence of rape. I am sure any sociologist,
along with many other people, could have
told the Minister that there is little or
no relationship between the legalising of
prostitution and the Incidence of rape, and
that they are two quite separate problems.

However, the Minister said that if it
could be shown that there was some re-
lationship between the two matters he
would consider the introduction of legalis-
ed prostitution; and he said be would
contact Interpol to obtain further infor-
mation. Possibly when he replies to the
debate he will advise the House whether
he has received that information and, If
so, whether he will table it. I believe he
was asked to table a submission by the
Commissfoner of Police, but refused to do
so. He is prepared to refuse to table such
information, and yet he expects members
of this Parliament blindly to support a Bill
in respect of which he has given us no
supporting evidence.

Mr O'Connor:, In regard to Interpol, I
have received a number of replies from
India, Prance, and Japan, and you can
have copies of those. Surely you are not
suggesting we should table police files In
this House.

Mr MOILER: I believe it would be reas-
onable In the case of prostitution.

Mr O'Connor: Your Government did not.
Mr MOILER: If an illegal activity is

being carried on, and people are mentioned
in a report as having participated in an

illegal activity, I see nothing harmful in
tabling that report in this House.

Mr O'Connor: You are suggesting that
all criminal files should be tabled. This
Is quite wrong, and contrary to the usual
practices of Parliament.

Mr Bertram: He did not suggest that.
Mr O'Connor: He suggested that reports

on anything Illegal could be tabled in this
House.

Mr MOILER: I did not suggest that.
The Minister has refused to table a report
compiled by the Commissioner of Police,
yet he was prepared to table the statutory
declaration of a well-known madam, who
Is now on a charge.

Mr O'Connor: At the request of a mem-
ber from your side.

Mr MOILER: Which one?
Mr O'Connor: I do not want to go Into

that now.
Mr MOILER: A request was made and

all the Minister had to do was snap his
fingers; a day after the issue was raised
In this House he was able to table a
statutory declaration. Yet the Minister
refuses to table the Pollee Commissioner's
report.

No wonder the public are concerned
about the rumours and inferences regard-
ing the involvement of politicians and
police In this whole Issue. The only way
to get at the truth and to show the truth
to the public, and to convince the public
that we as a Parliament and the majority
of the Police Force are to be trusted is to
appoint a Select Committee to study all
aspects of prostitution in Western Austra-
lia and report to this Parliament; if
members opposite were honest, they would
agree to my suggestion.

Mr Jamieson: The Deputy Premier
promised it, too.

Mr MOILER: That is a good point. In.
I think, September last year-almost 12
months ago-the Deputy Leader of the
opposition raised this very Issue in a
grievance debate. During the election cam-
paign the Deputy Premier had Promised
an investigation into Prostitution in
Western Australia; I believe such a com-
mitment also appears in the platform of
the Country Party. But where is it now?

Mr Harman: Their political party has
recommended It, too.

Mr Bryce: They do not take much notice
of themn.

Mr B. T. Burke: Not much they do not!
The Country Party was going to put tele-
vision sets in police cars.

Mr MOILER: it Is my Intention at the
appropriate time to move that the portion
of this Bill dealing with prostitution be
referred to a Joint Select Committee of
both Houses. Even Magistrate McGuigan
was reported in the local Press some
months ago as suggesting the public had
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adopted a laissez-faire attitude towards
Prostitution, and that public opinion
against Prostitution seemed to have mod-
erated but that the law was not flexible
enough, and did not allow for this.

The Daily News of the 27th January,
1975, reported that the 55th annual con-
ference of the Australian Natives Associa-
tion had carried a resolution urging the
legalisation of prostitution. The same
newspaper reported on the 17th February
that two senior Government Ministers in-
dicated they would support legalised
prostitution If the matter were raised and
a third Indicated his support if it could
be shown that it~s legalisatton had an in-
hibiting effect on the incidence of rape.
On the same day, the Premier was reported
as saying that Cabinet would discuss
whether prostitution should be legalised.

I contend that the issue of Prostitution
is one on which the Cabinet cannot decide
on its own. It Is not like some legislation,
where the Government Is Introducing new
regulations to cover the holding of birds,
or something like that; it is a major issue
in which all members of Parliament are
entitled to be Involved and, if they are
Interested enough, to obtain the facts
relating to the issue so that they can make
an intelligent contribution to any decision
which is made.

The only way this can be accomplished
is by the establishment of a Joint Select
Committee of both Houses, which can call
witnesses and get at the truth In order
to ascertain whether any underhand action,
bribery, or corruption is taking place. Not
long ago, the Minister for Police said that
if the problem existed today, it must have
existed when we were in Government. I
say to the Minister, with the support of
every member on this side, that we are
not worried about that aspect of the issue;
we are asking him to agree to establish a
Select Committee to conduct an inquiry
into prostitution. We are not worried about
whether or not any member from this side
of the House is in any way associated with
the conduct of brothels or prostitution; we
will worry about that if and when it is
made public. If any member from this
side of the House is at fault, we believe it
would be of benefit to Western Australia
to have the facts made Public, Let us not
keep this issue under cover.

Mr H. D. Evans: Did not this problem
increase when the police clamped down
on the activities at Kings Cross? it seems
that the problem stems from that date.

Mr MOILER: That could well be. As I
said, the Premier was reported as saying
that Cabinet would consider the matter,
but apparently all that has come out of
Cabinet is an increase in monetary penal-
tics for carrying on prostitution. it has
been suggested by a person who should
have some knowledge of the matter that
prostitution is a $5 million a year industry,
yet all the Government intends to do Is to

increase the penalties. One Is led td think
that the Government is saying, "We will
get a few more bob out of this very
profitable industry,' To my way of think-
ing that is not an adequate response to the
situation.

Mr O'Connor: It must be one that Whit-
lam missed.

Mr MOILER: Possibly. I would not doubt
that a Select Committee could be quickly
established to inquire into this matter.
So many issues are associated with pros-
titution in this State that the Opposition
wants the whole matter well and truly
aired; we believe this would be of benefit
to the people of Western Australia. Not
Only would we put to rest the very harm-
ful suggestions presently being circulated
among the public but also we would end
UP with much more wholesome legislation
than the outdated, outmoded Bill the
Minister has presented to this House. As
I said, the Minister has continually refused
to table the documents relating to the Bill,

By way of questions asked in this House
we were able to establish that during the
1974-75 financial year approximately 100
convictions were made against prostitutes,
with an average fine of $62.

Mr O'Connor: Did you say the 1974-
75 financial year?

Mr MOILER: Yes. That works out to
roughly $6 000 a year received by the Gov-
ernment by way of fines for the penalties
imposed on what Superintendent Daniels
claims to be a $5 million a year business.

Mr O'Connor: You should not be ob-
jecting to the increased penalties.

Mr MOILER: I am objecting, because
I believe that the principle is quite wrong
and that the Government is burying its
head In the sand. We should be taking
some positive steps towards correcting this
position. The fact that prostitution was
outlawed somne years ago is no reason for us
to proceed blindly with amending legis-
lation to continue the situation. Some
people have said that we are seeking to
amend the law for reasons of morality,
but I believe it is intended to amend it
f~or other reasons and we are not pre-
pared to be a party to these amendments.
We consider that before any move is made
to amend the legislation dealing with
prostitution a Select Committee should be
appointed so that we, as a Parliament, are
not in any way tainted. The only way to
achieve that is not by introducing a Bill
which will be forced through the House
by weight of numbers, but by being prac-
tical and saying that th3 Government,
as a Government, has nothing to fear from
making a thorough study of this problem,
and it should support the motion we intend
to move for the appointment of a Select
Ccmmlttee.

The appointment of a Select Committee
is nec:!ssary because we riced to . 1s
to what dcgree, if any, the underWoria is
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involved in prostitution in Western Aus
traila. We also need to establish if there
is any connection between rape and pro-
stitution. I do not believe there is, but
that aspect deserves some examination.
The appointment of a Select Committee
could also establish whether the legalising
of prostitution would reduce the spread
of VD in Western Australia. I read an
article recently which stated that one per-
son in 50 in Western Australia either had,
or would in the future contract, venereal
disease. It is rather frightening when one
realises this. So surely we should examine
the question of whether there is any as-
sociation between Prostitution and the
spread of venereal disease in this State.
In my opinion, if there were such an as-
sociation it would be very slight because,
in the main, prostitutes do not spread
VD. It is the enthusiastic amateur and
not the prostitute who causes the spread
of VD.

Should we continue to outlaw prostitu-
tion on the ground of outdated morality?
Should we continue to introduce Bills re-
lating to Prostitution merely for the pur-
pose of increasing the penalties that are
already provided? If the Minister and
others in this House believe that on the
ground of morality alone we should be
legislating to prevent prostitution, then
they should also consider introducing leg-
islation against the male partner instead
of against only the female partner. This as-
pect definitely needs to be examined. If the
Minister believes his Bill, as printed, should
not be amended surely it is unreasonable
to say that only the female partner should
be penalised.

We should also closely examine the ques-
tion of prostitution to ascertain whether
there is any illegal involvement of the
police in prostitution in Western Austra-
lia. I have no fears about that, but the
public is seeking an inquiry into this as-
Pect of the problem to ensure the police
are not involved in prostitution.

We agree with what the Minister said
in his s~cond reading speech; namely,
that if the problem exists now it possibly
existed during the regime of the Labor
Government. However, we believe that the
position has since become worse. Recently
a murder was committed which some
ncople have associated with prostitution
and members of the underworld. If it is
considered there was some connection
betwveen prostitution and the underworld
during the Period the Previous Govern-
ment was in office we still ask that an
inquiry be held, because we have no fears
on that score.

We could well support a recommenda-
tion that the Bill be referred to a Select
Committee. I understand that threats
were made to members of Parliament by
a madam that if certain steps were taken
she would publish the names of some
politicians who had patronised her pre-
mises.

Mr Jamieson; That would be an in-
teresting list.

Mr MOILER: Suggestions have also
been made-which I understand have been
refuted-that some of the Premises inquestion have been granted immunity
whilst others have been Penalised. So the
rumours continue. There are a number
of reasons why the question of prostitu-
tion and the conducting of brothels in
Western Australia should be submitted toa Select Committee for inquiry. Few
people are satisfied about the problem ofprostitution in this State and the sooner
it is submitted to a Select Committee for
examination the better it will be for the
Parliament Of Western Australia.

AS I mentioned at the outset, one of theamendments contained in the Bill relates
to harmful drugs. In this respect theMinister indicated that the proposed
anlendment would provide information toanalysts which, in turn, would give the
police a better chance of convicting those
Persons who have been charged with the
Possession of cannabis. The Minister
further said that in addition to seeking
an improvement in the definition of can-
nabis, the Bill also contains an amend-
ment to allow the Police to apprehend per-
sons and charge them where they arereasonably suspected of being in Possession
of harmful drugs; whether those drugs beon their persons, in their vehicles, or inbuildings occupied by them.

TO combat the spread and the use of
dangerous drugs I believe the Powers of
search are necessary under certain cir-
cumstances. In regard to the Provisions
in the Bill dealing with dangerous drugs,
the carrying of offensive weapons, and theharbouring or assisting of Persons who
have escaped from legal custody, the
Opposition will be Putting forward some
amendments during the Committee stage
to alter the wording of the provisions in
the Ball.

The reasons for introducing the amend-
ments in the Bill have been outlined by
the Minister, but I believe other speakers
will demonstrate to him that the wording
will not achieve what the Minister wishes
to achieve. In their present form the
amendments will in time prove to be so
offensive to the community that further
amendments to the legislation will benecessary. The Opposition in the main
agrees with what the Minister said in his
second reading speech, but we are suggest-
ing minor amendments to the wording so
that the provisions may be quite specific
and will not affect innocent parties.

The Bill contains amendments which
have the effect of limiting the hours of
operation of amusement parlours; and
they set out the hours during which these
Parlours may conduct business. We have
no objection to that part of the Hill.
From memory, before the Bill was intro-
duced one or two operators of such amuse-
ment parlours had intimated that they
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agreed to the proposed amendments. At
present they may operate for almost
unlimited hours. The amendments will
merely restrict them to certain hours on
Sundays.

Mr Jamieson: Earlier tonight I thought
the Deputy Premier expressed the opinion
that he was opposed to set hours of trad-
Ing of shops!

Mr MOILER: in regard to the amend-
ments in the Bill relating to the carrying
of offensive weapons the Minister related
in his second reading speech how during
a demonstration some person carried an
offensive weapon but the police were not
able to obtain a conviction, and as a result
he said these amendments were being
Introduced to make sure that in future
such prosecutions would be successful. In
this regard the Opposition will be moving
an amendment to ensure that this provi-
sion in the Bill will operate in cases where
persons carry offensive weapons for the
purpose of using them offensively. In
such circumstances It should be possible
for the police to obtain a conviction.

I emphasise once again that we on this
side of the House do not oppose the
increases in the monetary Penalties. This
is a reflection of the rapid increase in
costs in these days, and inflation has made
it necessary to increase the existing penal-
ties and fines In lieu of imprisonment, so
as to bring them back to the equivalent
monetary values of 10 years ago.

I would point out once again that the
Opposition will oppose the amendments in
the Bill relating to prostitution, if the
Minister and his ministerial colleagues
refuse to agree to the setting up of a
Select Committee. We believe it Is quite
improper to continue the operation of the
legislation dealing with prostitution, with-
out instituting a thorough investigation.

The opposition is in agreement with
controlling the trafficking in dangerous
drugs. Zn this regard we suggest to the
Minister that the Australian Government
has adopted an excellent attitude, and he
should co-operate with that Government.
I refer to the proposal that pedlars of
drugs be dealt with severely.

Mr O'Connor: We will co-operate in that
regard.

Mr MOILER: The person who takes
drugs is more in need of help than the
imposition of penalties. We suggest that
this Government should co-operate where-
ever possible and as much as possible with
the Australian Government In this regard.

The opposition is in agreement with the
amendments In the Bill which cover amuse-
ment parlours. In respect of the carrying
of offensive weapons and assisting persons
to escape from legal custody, the Opposi-
tion will be putting forward some minor
amendments.

I sincerely hope that in his reply the
Minister will be able to Indicate that he

and his ministerial colleagues are agree-
able to the appointment of a Select Corn-
mnittee.

MR HARTREY (Boulder-Dundas) (8.58
P.m.): The last speaker has informed the
House that the party he and I belong to
does not object to the Increases In penal-
ties which are sought to be imposed
under this Bill. Generally speaking I
would agree with him, but specifically
speaking I do not. I am certain there
are other members who share my opinion.

There are cases in which the increases
in penalties are preposterous, and I pro-
pose to deal with them in the course of
my contribution. The provisions in the
early part of the Bill setting out increased
penalties are not of great importance to
the general public, because they are ap-
plicable only to police officers who com-
mit offences. These increases will not be
of as great import to the rest of the
community as they are to the police.

We could start a review of the Bill from
clause 25 which seeks to amend section
57 of the Act, because all that is antece-
dent to this part of the Bill deals mainly
with police discipline, recruitment, the
punishiment prescribed for defaulting mem-
bers of the Police Force and other mat-
ters which are of much more interest to
the Police Force than to the general pub-
lic.

Let us have a look at section 57. Perhaps
the Minister will be able to explain why
this section is not being deleted altogether.
One or two amendments are being made
to it, but only in part and very uncon-
vincingly. Why does not the whole section
go? We can almost hear the swish of the
crinolines for this particular period. Sec-
tion 57 reads--

Every person who shall ride or drive
in any street so negligently, carelessly.
or furiously, that the safety of any
other person might thereby be endan-
gered, shall, on conviction, be liable to
a penalty of not more than one hun-
dred dollars..

That is almost an anachronism In this
context because the provision referred to
the riding of a horse or driving in a
carriage. Now we have the Road Traffic
Act of 1974 for which the Minister and his
colleagues can claim whatever credit or
discredit it deserves. In my language it
deserves plenty of discredit, and gradually
as it begins to sink into the public of this
State how unjust it is, It will become In-
creasingly unpopular, as I prophesied last
year.

At any rate, section 57 of the Police Act
should be deleted. it is simply a relic of the
past and is abundantly provided for under
the Road Traffic Act. We certainly should
not be acting under a Provision passed in
the era of the crinoline.

I now come to section 65. The Minister
has told us that he intends to delete three
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archaic descriptions of defaulters and
criminals of a rather despised and indigent
type. He intends to abolish the appella-
tions "idle and disorderly person", "rogue
and vagabond", and "incorrigible rogue".
Ut this Bill passes then there will never be
any more idle and disorderly persons,
rogues and vagabonds, or incorrigible
rogues. However, persons answering the
descriptions to which these former persons
answered will still exist and be liable to
the same penalties with a rather curious
addition. I must say that the addition
seems to me to be perfectly absurd in one
or two instances, and I will indicate where.

The very first qualification an idle and
disorderly person had previously was that
of having no lawful visible means of sup-
port or Insufficient means of support. Of
course "visible" means "visible to the eye
of the intelligent beholder'. A person who
has no visible lawful means will still be
punishable by six months' imprisonment,
but now there is Provided the rather amaz-
tig alternative of a fine of $500. Where
does a person who has no visible means of
support obtain $500?

Mr O'Connor: Some have it.
Wr HARTHEY: If he has unlawful

means of support, is it proposed that the
Government will take some of that for his
fine? In other words, will the Government
share in the unlawful means of persons
who previously answered the description of
being idle and disorderly, but now answer
the description of having no lawful visible
means?

Let me say this much: money in the
bank is always visible and lawful means.
A bookmaker who is making his living by
unlawful bookmaking would come within
that description, If he had no money at
all, except the money in his bag. But if he
has money in the bank he could not come
within that description. The law has long
ago decided that money in the bank is
lawful visible means. It is lawful and
visible irrespective of how it was originally
acquired, whether by prostitution or un-
lawful bookmaking. We accordingly have
the Position that if we are to fine the man
we will take from him money that was
originally acquired by unlawful means. We
will be partners in his crime-a nice situ-
ation!

What makes the Situation funnier is
that if a man is for a second time, con-
victed of having no lawful visible means,
he then becomes liable to a penalty of
$1 000; and if he is convicted for a third
time, he Is liable to a penalty of $1 500. If
three times in his life a man Is found to
have no visible means at all the penalty
on the third occasion is $1 500. if that is
not a joke, I would like to know what is.
Obviously the Government has not care-
fully studied the legislation it proposes
to enact.

There is another element of these three
famous sections 65, 66, and 67 which In

my humble opinion should be dealt with
drastically. Section 06 subsection 4(a) is
positively absurd. This is the provision
which deals with offensive weapons and is
the one to which my colleague, the mem-
ber for Mundaring, has already referred.
Instead of using the words "offensive or
lethal weapon or instrument", as is the
description at present, we are invited to
substitute the words-

article made or adapted for use for
causing injury to the person, or In-
tended by him for such use by him.

If we substituted the word "and" for
the word "or" we would achieve a
very substantial measure of justice, be-
cause if a man carries a weapon which Is
adapted for use for causing injury, and
he intends to use It for that purpose, he
Is certainly guilty of an offence, he is a
danger to the public, and he deserves to
be punished. However, under the amend-
ment which involves an article which can
be adapted for use for causing injury, a
pocket knife would be included. A pocket
knife is not made for causing injury, but
it could be adapted for such use. A razor
Is not made for cawing injury, but can
be very well adapted to do so.

if the word "or" is retained, which is
the intention, then it would mean that if
I were carrying a surgeon's scalpel because
the surgeon who owned it asked me to
pick it up for him from the sharpener's,
because It is well adapted for injury to
individuals, and whether or not I intended
to use It for such a purpose, I would be
guilty because I have it in my possession.
That is perfectly ridiculous, and if the
Government had given any serious atten-
tion to this Bill at all It would have
realised it. I presume that the Bill was
drafted by the Crown Law Department
which always smuggles in something
ridiculous, and this is It In this case. In
due course I will move for the deletion of
the word "or" and the substitution of the
word "and" which would then make more
sense. As the provision stands in the Bill
it is perfectly absurd.

1 come now to section 66. I have already
pointed out that this contains the pro-
vision concerning aL man who is Idle and
disorderly. This is now to be changed so
that the person will be described as having
no visible means of support. For a second
offence he Is to be fined $1 000 in which
ease he must have twice the means the
second time, although he does not have
any at all!

I now wish to deal with subsection (2a)
of the same section. I do think the
Government might have taken the oppor-
tunity to bury forever this sad and shame-
ful relic of a miserable era through which
some of us of my age passed with some
degree of agony about 40 years ago.
I refer to the great depression. The sec-
tion to which I have just referred was en-
acted by a Labor Government in grave
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financial distress; as was every Govern-
ment. However, I cannot imagine that
any Labor Government would enact such
a provision today. Section 66 (2a) reads-

(2a) Any person who, by wilfully mak-
ing any false statement or repre-
sentation-

(a) as to any sum or sums of
money being his own per-
sonal property then in his
possession or power; or

(b) as to any Property real or
personal then owned by
hin; or

(c) as to any sum of money
then receivable by him by
way of income, gift, or
allowance; or

(d) as to any sum of money re-
ceived by him as salary or
wages over any period; or

(e) as to any employment In
which he was engaged over
any period; or

(f) as to any sustenance relief
received by him over any
period; or

And so it goes on. Any person who wil-
fully made any false statement or repre-
sentation was liable to imprisonment
with hard labour for a year. In other
words, there was so little work available
that if anybody obtained work which he
was not allowed to do under the scheme
for keeping people from starving to death
be could be gaoled for 12 months. However,
under the provisions of an earlier clause
if a person did not have a job he was
liable to six months' gaol. As I have said,
if a person had a job which he was not
supposed to have he got 12 months' gaol.
For God's sake, let us take that provision
out of the Act. It is a shameful section In
a hateful Act and I believe the Govern-
ment only left the provision in the Act
because it was a relic of a Labor Govern-
ment!

I think an interestinT lesson is to be
found In the proposed amendment to the
last part of section 66. The Government
believus we will agree to increase the pen-
alty for an offence against section 66 of
the Act to a maximum of $1 000, and still
leave the alternative of 12 months' impris-
onment for the offence. Subsection (13)
reads-

(13) Any person who is or has been.
without lawful excuse, in or upon any
premises or the curtilage, whether en-
closed or fenced or not, of any pre-
mises.

The penalty is to be $1 000 or one year's
imprisonment. At the last sitting of this
House the Government forced us to exempt
from that penalty inspectors of spvtrrows
or green singing finches. Until that time
inspectors of sparrows or preen singing
finches were liable to a Penalty similar to

that which the Government is prescribing
tonight. However, they will not be subject
to that penalty in future because the Min-
ister for Fisheries and Wildlife and other
funny things, has decided to exempt them
in spite of the protests of the member for
Rockingham and myself.

Mr Skidmore: Justice must be done.
Mr HARTREY: Justice must be done.

and must be seen to be done. I come now
to the proposed amendment to section 69.
This is an interesting study. It is proposed
that the section shall read as follows-

69. Every person who shall be
brought before any Justice charged
with having on his person or in any
place, or conveying, in any manner
any thing which may be reasonably
suspected of being stolen or unlaw-
fully obtained, and who shall not give
an account to the satisfaction of such
Justice how he came by the same, shall
be liable to a penalty of not more than
$2 000-

Mr Skidmore: Not enough.
Mr HARTREY: To continue-

-or in the discretion of the Justice
may be imprisoned, with or without
hard labour, for any term not exceed-
ing two years.

Mr Skidmore: Not enough.
Mr HARTREY: That section concerns a

person who cannot be convicted of steal-
ing, and cannot be convicted of receiving,
and who has not the right of trial by jury,
and who has the onus cast upon him to
prove his innocence. The consequence of
failing to discharge that onus brings a
fine of $2 000.

Mr O'Connor: To which clause of the
Bill are You speaking?

Mr HARPREY: I am speaking to section
69 of the Poice Act.

Mr O'Connor: Is it in the Bill before us?
MVr IIARTREY: I am referring to the

proposed amendment to section 69. Section
69 of the Principal Act Is to be amended
by deleting the words "four hundred" and
substituting the words "two thousand". The
two-year term of imprisonment will re-
main in the Act but the fine is to be raised
from $400 to $2 000. The Minister said the
penalties were to be increased because of
inflation. In 1954 the penalty for the
offence I have outlined was £10. In 1892
the penalty was £10 and it remained at
that figure until 1954. In 1967 the penalty
was $100. and 1967 is not history yet; it
is only eight years ago, in 1970 the fine
wvas raised to $400, and tonight it is to be
raised to $2 000.

Talk about galloping inflation; do not try
to tell me that a sum of £10 in 1954 is
worth $2 000 today. I will not wear that.
I think members know well enoug-h that
galloping inflation had already begun in
1954. It was rushing downhill, but not at
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its present speed. It is ridiculous to claim
that £10 has now become worth $2 000.
That would mean the value of money had
depreciated by 99 Per cent since 1954. and
that is perfectly absurd. That Is the sort of
myth which the learned person who pro-
duced this Bill is capable of. I advise him
to remember the puzzles which appeared
in Cole's funny picture book. One always
started a puzzle by thinking of a number,
and then doubling it. In this instance the
penalty has not been doubled, it has been
multiplied by 100.

We have the situation in section '71
whereby a person who was brought be-
fore a justice under the provisions of
section 69 and charged with carrying
goods, and who proved that the goods
were given to him by the person who had
stolen them and he was just carrying them
on behalf of that person as a servant,
would suffer a fine of $2 000. However,
the person who was paying him to do the
job would be subject to a fine of only
$1 000 or 12 months' imprisonment. As I
have said, the servant received a fine of
$2 000 or two years' imprisonment! Laugh
that off!

Mr Skidmore: They always were against
the worker.

Mr HARTHEY: Of course they were. If
that makes sense I would like to know
how. Having gone closely into those mat-
ters I pass on to the controversial subject
of prostitution.

This is a matter on which I am certainly
not devoid of knowledge. I once appeared
on a TV programme in Kalgoorlie about
18 months ago. The subject was Prostitu-
tion and I was asked, "Mr Hartrey, what
do you think about brothels" I answered
that I did not think about brothels.
"Well," they said, "do you think they are
a good thing?" I said, "Ask the satisfied
customers; I am not one." Those are
truthful statements; I have never been a
customer of those ladles, but they have
been customers of mine many times.

Mr Sodeman: Were they satisfied?

Mr H4ARTRLEY: I found them to be a lot
more honest than many other customers
of mine-and better payers. But let me
say this is a very difficult subject on which
to make up one's mind. Indeed, this is
indicated by the wisdom of those who have
experienced some anguish in so doing. This
is a subject which involves public morals,
economics, the police, and all Sorts Of
things. I, an experienced lawyer, have no
idea of how I would arrive at a thoroughly
satisfactory opinion on the subject with-
out having a Select Committee to gather
much needed information from many
People probably with more experience than
1, and perhaps with a great many more
brains.

So I strongly advocate that this House
do not try to patch up or tamper with the
subject at all. Leave it as it is; sweep
it under the carpet, for Preference, or

deal with it scientifically by Inquiring into
it through a Select Committee of both
Houses or of this House alone. Let us
have a Select Committee to look at all
aspects of the subject. There are so many
aspects and they are so difficult.

In the meantime, I absolutely protest
against increasing the penalties on these
women. I do not mind increasing the
penalties on landlords who knowingly rent
out premises at usurious rates. In Hay
Street, Kalgoorlie-and this is well within
my personal knowledge because my cus-
tomers have told me so repeatedly-a
miserable bedroom in a shack of a place
brings $300 a week in rent.

Mr Coyne: Are there any vacant blocks
up there?

Mr HARTREY: There are vacant blocks,
but there is a close monopoly on the busi-
ness. We need a Select Committee to look
into various aspects of this subject. I do
not mind penalties on the landlords. I
do not mind penalties on the bludgers-
those who live on the proceeds of prosti-
tution and who are the most despised and
least meritorious of people. But I say pro-
secuting the women and encouraging the
customers is not the way to handle the
matter.

I challenge the Minister for Police to
justify what he told this House on two
occasions. On the 12th August the mem-
ber for Subiaco asked the Minister for
Police a question in five parts. The last
of those was a very reasonable and just
question, and it was-

Why are not the clientele prose-
cuted?

The Minister replied-
There is no provision in law for

such action.
I am quite Prepared to concede that when
he said that the Minister honestly believed
it. No doubt the Crown Law Department
told him so. He is entitled to obtain legal
advice on the subject, but the legal advice
given him was bad. I will excuse him for
that, but I will not excuse him a second
time.

I immediately asked a question without
notice and was told to put it on the notice
Paper. I did so two days later. I asked-

(1) In framing his answer to para-
graph (5) of question 31, asked
on 12th August, 1975, by the
member for Subiaco, did he con-
sider the effect of paragraph (c)
of section 7 of the Criminal Code,
which makes equally guilty with
the principal offender "every
Person who aids another person
in committing the offence"?

That is the question I had asked without
notice a couple of days earlier. It came to
my mind immediately the Minister said
there was no legal remedy. Of course there
was a legal remedy. I went straight down
to my room, got the Criminal Code, and
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brought It back to the Chamber. I volun- titute to commit an offence? Is he not
leered to read section '7 but the Speaker
prevented my doing so. But nobody can
prevent my doing so tonight.

Section 7 of the Criminal Code reads-
7. When an offence is committed-

Prostitution, we are told, is an offence.
It continues--

-each of the following persons is
deemed to have taken part in commit-
ting the offence and to be guilty of
the offence, and may be charged with
actually committing it, that Is to say-

(a) Every Person who actually
does the act or makes the
omission which constitutes
the offence:

For instance, a person who breaks Into
a Jeweller's shop and steals jewellery is
the person who does the act which con-
stitutes the offence. The section contin-
ues-

(b) Every person who does or
omits to do any act for the
purpose of enabling or aiding
another person to commit the
offence;

A man who keeps "nit" outside for the
police to enable another to carry on un-
observed Is just as guilty of breaking Into
the premises and stealing as the man who
did the actual breaking in and stealing.
The section continues-

(c) Every person who aids an-
other Person in committing
the offence;

If Bill breaks in and Joe clis in after
him and aids him to move things out
again, Joe Is just as guilty as Bill Is of
committing the offence. Section 7 con-
tinues-

(d) Any person who counsels
procures any other person
commit the offence;

or
to

Take the offence of Prostitution. I asked
the Minister a question in plain language
but he wisely sidestepped the answer by
refusing to give an opinion on a question
of law. He did not refuse the member for
Subiaco an opinion on law.

Mr O'Connor: He asked his question on
notice.

Mr HARTREY: I asked my question on
notice on the Thursday. The second part
of my question was--

(2) floes not the prostitute's male
customer-
(a) Provide the monetary con-sideration which is a neces-sary element of her offence;

nIicit intercourse is not an offence known
to criminal law, but Illicit intercourse for
money is of the essence of prostitution.
floes not the prostitute's male customer
provide the monetary consideration which
constitutes the first element of her offence
-the actual payment of money? He actu-
ally Pays it. Is he not assisting the pros-

contributing to the element of sexual
intercourse as much as she is? Is It not
right to say the fellow is guilty under
section 7 of the Criminal Code? But she
has to be hounded, not the customer, If
we want to Stamp out prostitution, the
way to do it is through the customer.

We cannot make People moral by an
Act of Parliament. We have learnt that
through a long enough history of self-
government and parliamentary institu-
tions. If we start to deal with the custom-
ers of the brothels as we are now dealing
with the customers of the hotels, by
putting a bunch of Police outside to grab
them, we will very soon discourage the
customers.

We can destroy prostitution If we want
to do so, and that is how it can be done.
Whoever told the Minister for Police it
could not be done misinformed him. Why
penalise the women only?

If we are talking Christian ethics, I sam
prepared to talk Christian ethics with
anybody. Although it has been held judi-
cially that Christianity is not part of the
law in England, and therefore not part of
the law in Australia, it is certainly part
of the adjective law of Australia. We
swear our witnesses upon the Christian
testament to give true testimony and our
juries to deliver true verdicts. The foun-
der of Christianity, Jesus Christ, did not
mind being called a man who associated
with criminals, Prostitutes, and sinners.

Jesus said that he came to help the lost
sheep of Israel and the Poor people. When
a woman was brought to him taken in
adultery, he looked at all the hypocritical
hoodlums who brought her there and wrote
in the sand what they were up to. He
said, "Let him that Is without sin among
you cast the first stone." And they all
slunk away, ashamed because he knew of
their sins, and they knew of each other's
sins.

If we wish to adopt a Christian attitude
towards prostitution, it is not the women
we should penalise but the customers. The
customers will slink off with their tails
between their legs.

I suggest that there are various ways
to talk about this subject. We can dis-
cuss it from a sanctimonious point of view,
or we can discuss it from a mercenary
point of view. We could establish legal
prostitution-as well as the TAB, we would
have a PAR; a Prostitutes agency board.
Then we could commence to license the
girls and the girls would restrain the en-
thusiastic amateurs, as the member for
Mundaring commented.

Mr May: Bad luck if you lost your ticket.
Mr HARTREY: Yes.
Mr Bertram: You could establish the

agencies near the hotels.
Mr HIARTREY: I ask members to think

this over. It is one of the matters that
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a Select Committee could give considera-
tion to.

It has been said that legalised prostitu-
tion will reduce venereal disease.

Mr Skidmnore: Rubbish!

Mr HARTREY: I agree with the inter-
jector. A doctor who has practised with
considerable success on the goldfields told
me-and he has written to the Press to
the same effect-that the weekly inspec-
tion of these girls by the doctors, which
Is insisted on by the police, does not pro-
tect the customers. It is nonsense to sug-
gest It does because by a very simple ex-
pedient the girls can suppress any evidence
of the disease before a medical examina-
tion. I will not go into medical detail,
but If anyone wants to know, I will tell
him privately. It is a simple procedure.

The fact remains that if anyone
believes he can safely go to a brothel to
have intercourse with a prostitute with-
out contracting venereal disease, he is
living in a fool's paradise. Naturally
enough, the women do the best they can
to avoid catching the disease. They do
not want to lose time from work, and they
cannot claim workers' compensation for
personal injury by accident arising out of
or in the course of their employment.

Mr Skidmore: It is a thought.
Mr HARTREY: Yes, and the Workers'

Compensation Act provides that if the
board sees fit it can award compensation
for an injury suffered by a person in an
illegal occupation. However, I am not here
to give a lecture on workers' compensation.
I would prefer to stick to the subject we
are talking about as there are so many
facets of it.

I am not attempting to say what ought
to be done, but I am advising members
that we ought to appoint a Select Com-
mittee to hear evidence from various
People and organisations. I suggest we
could call evidence from churchmen,
political people, sociologists, and even
psychiatrists. Do not forget that many
of these unfortunate women suffer from
mental aberrations at times, and quite a
number of them finish up In asylums. I
could give members instances of this if I
had to, but I would not cite these except
to a Select Committee.

Prostitution is a difficult social problem,
and it might be best handled by just
ignoring it altogether. However, it will not
be cured by increasing fines. I say that
without any hesitation at all. Anyone who
says it is wise to impose higher pecuniary
penalties especially, or longer imprison-
ment terms, is absolutely crazy. The more
drastic the penalties, the more temptation
there is for women to buy immunity from
the police, and the more temptation there
is for the police to sell immunity.

Mr T. D. Evans: And bump up the price
to their clients.

Mr HARTREy: I am not worried about
the clients; I do not have any sympathy
for them. I have said already that they
should be dealt with under section 7 of the
Criminal Code.

Mr T. D. Evans: It will increase the
cost of living!

Mr HARTREY: I do not know about
that, but it might increase the entertain-
ment tax. This subject is one that
presents many difficult facets. For any
Government to pretend that a mere
amendment to the Police Act will solve
it or do anything other than aggravate It
-and that is what this measure will do-
is absolute rubbish. It may stop massage
parlours operating, or I should say it may
stop massage parlours from having notices
outside their premises. However, it will
not stop prostitution in different premises
without any notices at all. The only way
to stop prostitution would be to set up a
PAS. and then back it up as drastically
as the TAB has been backed up. The
reason for the success of the TAB is not
the drastic nature of the Penalties but the
fact that anyone operating a TAB agency
will always "dob in" the unauthorised
operator. We can be sure that if we have
licensed prostitutes they will "dob in" their
unlicensed sisters as quickly as Possible.

I do not know what the answer is, and
I know a great deal about the subject-
my knowledge having been acquired
secondhand from a large number of
people, particularly practitioners them-
selves, over many years. So I say that
we must appoint a Select Conmnittee. I
would like to add that I did not attend the
Labor State Executive meeting last night
which carried a motion to that effect, and
I do not regard myself as being bound to
accept every motion carried by members
of my party. However, I believe sincerely
that it is a good resolution and something
we should do. I suppose we will again
hear Government members say, "Baa,
baa".

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honour-
able member has five minutes.

Mr HARTREY: However, I believe the
right way to tackle this problem is to
appoint a Select Committee.

Perhaps in the last five minutes I could
drop this particular subject and comment
on other parts of the measure.

Mr Skidmnore: Are there any good things
in it?

Mr HARTREY: Yes, section 77 of the
principal Act is to be repealed. That is
the only good thing in it.

Mr Skidmnore: Hurrah!
Mr HARTHEY: The best Act of Parlia-

ment is one that repeals an Act of Parlia-
ment. Every Act of Parliament makes
something unlawful today that was not uin-
lawful yesterday. We will finish up with
our fingers and toes so tied together
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that we will not be able to walk or eat. The House has had the opportunity to
Every time a single law is abolished one
chain is taken off the body politic. So the
one good thing about this measure is that
it will abolish section '77.

The gaming provisions of course deal
with gambling, but increasing the fines
will have exactly no effect at all. How-
ever, I am not complaining about that
particularly. I am not supporting gaming,
although we have plenty of it where I
come from.

Mr Coyne: It is not as bad as it was.
Mr HIARTREY: It is nowhere near as

bad, because there is not as much money
around.

As far as the attempt to improve the
law regarding dangerous drugs is con-
cerned, I subscribe entirely to the objec-
tive, but I do not know that it will be
achieved. The one drastic thing here is
the proposition that money should be c6n-
fiscated if it is the proceeds of drug deal-
ing. Prima facie, that sounds like a
reasonable proposition, but unfortunaktely
it is worded quite unsatisfactorily. Pro-
posed new section 94BA commences as
follows-

948A. (1) If any person has in
his possession or at his order or dis-
position any money, valuable security
or thing received directly or indirectly
by way of, or for the purposes of, the
commission of an offence against the
provisions of this Part of this Act..

Let us analyse that Provision. The words
"If any person has in his possession" are
fair enough. If he has money in his
posscssion and the Police can satisfy the
court that the money is the proceeds of
drug Pushing, that is fair enough; he
should be Punished and the money confis-
cated. However, the words "or at his order
or disposition" are a different matter.
Supposng the person had a cheque for
$1 000 and he cashed it in a hotel. Then
the person who has the money in his
possession and at his order or disposition
is the unfortunate hotelkeeper, because
when ha puts it in his bank the proceeds
are at his order and disposition; and he
could then be convicted of an offence
against the Act regardless of the fact that
ho may be able to prove that he received
the cheque from a man who in turn had
rcceived it in the process of pushing drugs.

This is a nice sort of legislation! The
Act Is a careless, slovenly sort of Statute
which bristles with bad law. I presume
I will say more at another stage, but for
the present I think my time has expired.

MRh BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [9.41
p.m.': I propose to speak for only a few
moments and to confine my remarks to
the Portion of the Bill which is said to be
dealing-and I suppose by Implication ef-
ficiently-with the question of Prostitution.

hear a very worth-while contribution from
the member for Mundaring who gave the
background history of prostitution over the
last few years. I agree with him that it
does not matter two hoots what was the
position three, four, five, or even 50 years
ago: we are concerned with tihe position in
1975. We have also heard a very worth-
while contribution from the member for
Boulder-Dundas. Both members support
the proposition for the appointment of a
Select Committee.

Of course, the Minister was not really
taken by surprise in respect of this propo-
sition. It may be that the Minister has
now come to the conclusion that, for a
number of reasons-many of them have
been spelt out, and there are others, too
-he should agree to the appointment of a
Select Committee. I wonder if he would
indicate this?

Mr O'Connor: I will when I get up.
Mr BERTRAM: That places us in the

position really of having to talk to that
and other questions. However, there was
no harm in trying.

This B41l, put at its very best, is an
exercise in arrant humbug and window-
dressing. It is not a decent attempt at
all at what the Premier would call putting
things right. I have not yet heard any-
body say during discussions on this Bill-
whether he be a member of Parliament or
not; and not even the leader writer in an
editorial in The West Australian-that this
is a worth-while move. It Is a move by
the Liberal Party, and yet the editorial of
The West Australian said that it is non-
sensical and the Minister is kidding him-
self.

I do not think the Minister is kidding
himself; I give him credit for greater in-
telligence than that. I am sure he knows,
as we all know, that this is a hopeless
Proposition and it is an insult to this
Parliament and to the people in the elec-
torate to present a measure like this, pre-
tending that it will put things right well
knowing it will do nothing of the sort.
Tn fact, it will put things wrong.

What is worse, not only is prostitution
going to continue in the unsatisfactory
way in which it has continued, but the
measure will guarantee a continuation of
other things which are as bad as prosti-
tution and in some respects, I suppose,
even worse. I refer to those things which
go hand in hand with prostitution. To
name but a few they are bribery, corrup-
tion, extortion, bashing and bombing; all
have happened in thi :s State and I %uppose
most, if not all, have happened within the
last 12 months. I suggest most members
are aware of that and have received re-
ports from all and sundry of different
incidents of this kind. I point out that is
Just a short list.

Mr Jamieson: Even killing.
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Mr BERTRAM: Yes, there has been a
killing. I do not know the score on that,
but there are many rumours about. We
should not have rumours circulating when
we have available to us a means to get
to grips with the matter and to do some-
thing about it, whatever that may be.

Last, but by no means least, is the odium
and the humiliation which all this brings
to the Police Force. Members of the Police
Force have a difficult enough job without
having to put up with all of the accusa-
tions of one kind or another-some well-
founded and some not very well-founded
-to do with Prostitution and the activities
associated with it. Why should they have
to suffer all that just because we are not
Prepared to come to grips with the ques-
tion? They have suffered it up to now.
but why should they continue to suffer it
when the Position is before us?

Let us look at a little of the background
allegedly giving rise to this piece of hum -
bug called a Bill, 'The first thing we become
aware of is that a htghly-placed o0 cer
in the Police Force-in fact he is a super-
intendent and still holds high office in the
force; he is a very experienced man who
joined the force in 1937 and spent 16 Years
with the CIB in which he reached the
rank of inspector and spent some time
with the consorting squad which deals
with criminals and prostitutes, so he is
a specialist In this field-said in July,
1974, that an estimated 700 prostitutes
were operating in Perth, many in so-called
escort agencies and massage parlours. He
said it was a $5 million a year business,

It is because of the Points I am about
to make now I am staggered that there
should be some reluctance to agree with
the proposed move for the appointment
of a Select Committee. On or about the
30th July, 1974, we find the Country
Party having something to say Mr Speak-
er, you may ask, "Why take notice of
the Country Party? They blow hot and
cold and change direction; they threaten
to sack Ministers for not facing up to the
Government and then sack them because
they do so." We may say that members
of the Country Party cannot be trusted
because they do not stick by their words.
Let us see what, if not the Parliamentary
Country Party, then the Country Party
State Conference, had to say. It called up-
on the Government to appoint a Royal
Commission Into all aspects of Prostitu-
tion in Western Australia.

Mr T. H. Jones: The Country Party is
In support of the move.

Mr Carr: They will lose their portfolios
if they support it, won't they?

Mr BERTRAM: I Imagine that would
happen, but members of the Country Party
will have the opportunity to prove they
have the courage of their convictions.
The views expressed at the State Confer-
ence of the Country Party indicated some
support for prostitution to be legalised so

that it could be Supervised. The party's
senior vice-president (Mr T. McDonnell)
was reported as saying that if the closure
of the Roe Street brothels was ill-con-
ceived the community should consider
whether prostitution should not be brought
into the open. The matter was brought
before the conference as an urgency mo-
tion, and one speaker said that before the
State election the Liberal Party had agreed
to the appointment of a Parliamentary
Select Committee to investigate the mat-
ter.

So if one can take any notice at all of
that report-and I believe one can-we
are in an extraordinary position. The
Labor Party, in Opposition at the mom-
ent, has indicated support for the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee.

The Country Party or the National
Country Party or whatever it is now cal-
led and the so-called Liberal Party both
have given recent undertakings to conduct
an inquiry; and that is the obvious thing
to do. But up to a few moments ago, the
Minister for Pollee has adopted the attit-
ude that he will reserve his decision on
this question. Although I am not a bett-
Ing man, I am prepared to bet what his
decision will be on this question.

The member for Mundaring Pointed out
the sort of hot and cold, less than even-
handed approach being displayed to this
question of prostitution. We have the ex-
traordinary position where on the 5th
September last year a statutory declara-
tion was tabled in this House in which a
person on oath told the House and, in
fact, the world that she was a prostitu-
tion madam; she explained her operations
and how she cared f or the health of the
girls she employed; how they paid in-
come tax and all the rest of It. This was
not merely a statement, but a sworn dec-
laration of involvement in unlawful ac-
tivities. I should have thought-and per-
haps you, Mr Speaker and any other reas-
onable person also would have thought-
that the Minister would have taken that
statutory declaration or at least a cony of
it to the Commissioner of Police if for
no other reason than to show some In-
terest in the decency with which one
should comport oneself In this House.

Mr O'Connor: Did you?
Mr BERTRAM: We are not discussing

me at the moment. The member for Mt.
Lawley is the Minister representing this
particular portfolio. I take it that what
the Minister now is saying-contradict me
if I am wrong-is that almost one Year
later, he has not given this statutory dec-
laration, or a copy of it to the Commis-
sioner of Police. When asked why he had
not done so, the Minister replied. "It was
not necessary." The only reason I can Im-
agine it was not necessary was that be
knew the Commissioner of Pnlice was
aware that this woman was operoting in
this field and, according to what I am
told, in fact Is the biggest operator in
this St~te, Kalgoorlie and all th-own in.
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So, we can assume that the Commis-
sioner of Pollee was aware that this woman
was operating in a big way. While he
did not know of her statement on oath,
apparently he had been fixed with the
knowledge of the fact that she was operat-
ing. The statement was tabled on the
5th September last year, and the Comn-
missioner of Police knew of the activities
of this person before the 5th September;
one would assume he knew months before,
although I would not know how long
before the statement he knew of this per-
son.

Therefore it is passing strange to find
that this person appears not to have suf-
tered any charge until yesterday. In fact,
no charge was made against her from
the 5th September, 1974 until or about the
25th August, 1975. It just happens that
the 25th August was a Monday, and hap-
pened to be in between when this Bill
was introduced last week and when it
came on for discussion today. I do not
know what members think about the tim-
ing of that, but there must be many people
who wonder, "Why the timing?" They
must also wonder how it is that the Police
Force took from or before the 5th Septem-
ber, 1974 until yesterday to charge this
woman when they had knowledge of her
operations.

I have reason to believe that the police
have received continuing complaints from
all and sundry regarding the various pre-
mises from which she has been operating.
People have written letters and complained,
but to no avail; no action has been taken.
People in business nearby have had their
businesses severely damaged because of
the activities of this person; they have
complained to the Police Force, but have
had no response.

Perhaps when a bit of pressure came
on, she moved from one place in Stirling
Street to another place somewhere else,
and then back to Stirling Street and then
over to Summers Street. How would any
member of Parliament like one of these
places operating beside his home, where
he has young children or teenage girls
living? I believe this sort of thing is
happening with the absolute knowledge of
the police, yet nothing is being done about
these people. But why?

Recently I asked a question in this place
seeking the names and other details of
people who had recently been charged
and convicted with offences relating to
prostitution, and I received a couple of
foolscap pages with the names of these
people. Yet the names of two particular
people do not appear. As I understand
it, these two people were the leaders in
prostitution in Western Australia!

Mr Davies: They must have a godfather.
Mr BERTRAM: Why did those names

not appear? It is because of this type
of situation that people are concerned,
and rightly so. Personally, I have an

even greater concern for those people who
are having to suffer brothels outside or
adjacent to thefr premises, and where
they live and for those who are in busi-
niess and are adversely affected as a conse-
quence. That is a tragedy; nobody in
this Place would tolerate such a situation,
so why must other people tolerate it?

That is precisely what is happening and
what has been happening for a long time,
and it will not be sufficient for the Min-
ister when replying to say, "This happened
in 1944 or 1833". We are not concerned
about that; we are dealing with an issue
right now, and trying to report what is
happening now. The opposition Is seeking
by means of a Select Committee to come
to grips with the entire question of prosti-
tution,' to ascertain the facts and seek to
find some remedies.

For years, of course, all parties have
baulked at taking this Sort of action: they
did not have the courage, were afraid
of the ballot box, and so on. But the
same could be said about the matter of
homosexuality; yet a Bill was introduced
here; It was referred to a Select Com-
mittee which later became a Royal Com-
mission. Now the Liberal Party has
directed its members to introduce legisla-
tion to noncriminalise homosexuality, I
believe along the lines of the recommenda-
tions of the Select Committee-cum-Royal
Commission into homosexuality. So, no
longer are people, and even political par-
ties, prepared to push everything aside;
it is not good enough.

The Minister asked the member for
Mundaring, "What is the answer? Are
you going to legalise prostitution, or do
this, that or the other?" The member
for Mundaring does not pretend to know
the answer, any more than the member for
Boulder-Dundas or anybody else in this
House knows the answer.

All we on this side of the House are
asking is that we obtain the facts first
and, having obtained the facts-some-
thing which members opposite for some
reason seem to try to avoid-do some-
thinga about the issue, or at least make
recommendations. Whether the Govern-
ment will act upon those recommendations.
at a given time, I do not know; but at
least let us come to grips with the prob-
tern and discharge our responsibilities to
the electors by having an Inquiry.

There are too many contradictions,
generally, in regard to this question. It
is an offence to allow a prostitute onto
licensed premises; I believe this is pro-
vided for in section 147 of the Liquor Act.
Yet of recent times we have had the
extraordinary situation-in fact, the
oddity-where a convicted prostitute and
head madam in this State happens to be
the holder of a cabaret license, under the
Liquor Act.

Mr O'Connor; Is that a fact?

2216
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Mr BERTRAM: Yes, it was until recent
times, and I believe it still is; however,
the Minister can correct me if I am wrong.
In any event if it is not a fact as of today
it was a fact for several months. Is that
being consistent?

Mr J. T. Tonkin: She may have sold it.
Mr BERTRAM: Yes, she may have sold

it. Nevertheless, she was, for a time, not
only on the premises, but also the owner
of them. It is my understanding that be-
fore a Person is entitled to obtain a liquor
license he has to satisfy the police he is
a Person of good repute, or a suitable
Person, as the case may be. Whatever may
be the truth, the position is that many
people wonder that a person can be the
spouse of a convicted prostitute-an oper-
ating madam of prostitution-and still be
a Person of good character, of good repute,
and suitable in the sense that, among
other things, our Statutes go out of their
way to impose a bar and endeavour to
draw a cie-r line of distinction between
the operations of prostitutes on the one
hand and the serving of liquor on the
other. So we get all sorts of contradictions
which are causing concern among the
People who put us here, and rightly so.

I can recall seeing a television pro-
gramme not so long ago where a Police-
man-I think he may have been a ser-
geant or some other high ranking officer-
said that whenever he received a com-
plaint he made a raid on a brothel.

Mr Nanovich: That was not 'The Box",
was it?

Mr BERTRAM: I suggest to you, Mr
Speaker, there Is abundant evidence to
show that when police receive complaints
they do not necessarily make raids. I have
reason to believe that when a certain
policeman called on a woman who had
lodged a complaint and asked her. "Will
you give evidence?" much to his dismay
she replied, "I certainly will and other
people who live in these premises will also
give evidence." She gave this reply be-
cause this complaint was related to a
place nearby, and upon hearing her reply
the policeman apparently thought that it
was a good idea to shoot through. Obvi-
ously he received a shock that he should
have encountered people who, in 1975,
were prepared to give direct evidence about
those who were involved in prostitution.

Mr O'Connor: Have you the policeman's
name? Obviously the honourable mem-
ber does not have his name.

Mr BERTRAM: That may be obvious to
the Minister.

Mr O'Connor: It is easy to make these
assertions.

Mr BERTRAM: By irresponsible nit-
wits, yes, but others do not make them
unless they are satisfied that the evidence
given to them is solid and I like to place

myself in that category. I am not in-
experienced in gathering evidence and as-
sessing the credibility of people with whom
I am speaking.

What will happen with this legislation
which it is said will increase the existing
penalties? It does not matter whether we
increase or decrease the Penalties or im-
prove the prostitution laws; regardless of
whether we amend the Prostitution laws
or the hire-purchase laws, if we make up
our minds we will not enforce those laws
we are wasting our time, I do not think
we should be here Pretending to legislate
and trying to put this over the public
until such time as we can say to the
public that the law is being enforced: that
the laws already on the Statute book are
being enforced.

I believe that, quite obviously, the pro-
stitution laws are not being enforced. It
has already been Pointed out-and even
an editorial in The West Australian has
said this--we will never stamp out prosti-
tution. However let us be honest about
the subject and face up to the facts and
so be able to come here and say. "We have
made every endeavour; we have used
adequate numbers and good officers to try
to control prostitution and to stamp it
out, or to do whatever else is required.",
We should be Prepared to do that before
we come here to fool around with the
Police Act, and prostitution in particular.

I agree with the previous speakers who
are at a complete loss to understand why
only women should bear the brunt of any
prosecutions that are laid in respect of
prostitution. That Is just another aspect
of the problem which years ago was ac-
ceptable, but we on this side of the House
-and members generally, I think-no
longer accept the proposition that women
alone should bear the full brunt of pro-
secutions in respect of prostitution.

What Is there fair and Just about that
proposition, may I ask? if there is any-
thing fair or decent about that I hope
someone in due course will explain it to
me, because it is something that com-
pletely escapes MY understanding. On
Tuesday, the 12th August, 1975, Part (5)
of question on notice 31 was as follows-

Why are not the clientele prose-
cuted?

That was referring to the clientele of pro-
stitutes. The Minister's answer was--

There is no Provision in law for
such action.

I should have thought there would be a
move afoot in the present Bill If there
is no such law-the member for Boulder-
Diundas does not take, that view; he said
that section '7 of the Criminal Code in-
culcate men in the act of prostitution-and
assuming we go along with the Minister
for the time being, I now ask him: Why
has he not done something about giving
women safeguards against discrimination
in penalties for Prostitution and other acts
flowing from prostitution?
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If a Select Committee were appointed,
one of the matters it could deal with
surely-and this is not necessarily the only
one, by a long chalk-would be to ascertain
whether the allegation made by Super-
intendent Daniels that prostitution Is a $5
million industry is true or false. Further,
we would comply with the resolution
passed by the State Conference of the
Country Party if we agreed to the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee if, in fact,
we do not appoint a Royal Commission.
Also, by appointing a Select Committee we
would, in fact, be fulfilling the promise
of the so-called Liberal Party which was
actually made by none other than the
Deputy Leader of the Government.

It would enable this Parliament to take
evidence, and ultimately to come down as
best it could with the facts concerning
prostitution in the State generally, and in
particular in the city. To digress for a
while, it seems to be quite odd that in
the metropolitan area, with a population
totalling the best part of 750 000, the police
should be sustaining about only twice the
number of convictions as are sustained by
the police in respect of prostitution in
Kalgoorlie. This would suggest to the
people of Kalgoorlie. numbering 30 000 to
40 000, that they were being singled out for
treatment by the police, whilst the opera-
tors in the metropolitan area were barely
touched.

I wonder why the Minister has some
fancy notion that whilst we are completely
inefficient and ineffective in dealing with
conventional prostitution, he hopes or ex-
pects that a few amendments to the Police
Act will enable the police to deal effec-
tively with prostitution carried on in the
more modern mode of operation from
motels, massage parlours, and such places.

Amongst other things, I hope the
proposed Select Committee will be given
terms of reference sufficiently wide to en-
able it to ascertain public attitudes on the
question of prostitution. There seems to be
quite a solid body of public opinion-cer-
tainly a far greater number of people these
days are inclined to look for a different
approach to prostitution, and say that it
should not be regarded as a criminal act
but should be decriminalised, and this is
not easily achieved through legislation-
which no longer is prepared to accept the
sham of prostitution being illegal under
the law, but in fact being perfectly legal,
as there are laws which simply do not
work and are a Joke. Technically prosti-
tution might be illegal, but factually and
in every other way it is not illegal at all.

We seem to be rather expert at putting
tags on things, and in doing that we kid
ourselves into thinking it represents the
factual position when that is not the case.
We have provided in the Police Act that
aspects of prostitution are unlawful and
certain provisions spell that out; we say
those engaged In prostitution should be

punished; but if we take only the odd in-
stance here and there to prosecute, while
the preponderance of the unlawful opera-
tions are permitted without fear of prose-
cution then it can be argued that Prose-
cution is a technical offence. We can
claim that things dealing with prostitution
are, to all intents and purposes and from
a practical standpoint, lawful and, of
course, extremely profitable.

As I said earlier, I do not think one can
place sufficient emphasis on the fact that
the Present situation in regard to pro stitu-
tion is attracting very great odium to the
Pollee Force. Police officers have a big
enough job to do, without being brought
into contempt and being disparaged as a
result of things which happen and which
do not happen in respect of prostitution.

I believe that a Select Committee will
also be able to look into the question of
women, b~cause they should no longer be
treated as chattels. it was not so long
ago that they were so treated In many
aspects of the law, but fortunately that
day is on the way out; and the quicker
something is done to give women a fair go
in respect of Prostitution, the better it is
in my view.

I certainly hope that this House will
look at the matter other than on a strictly
disciplined basis; I hope members of the
Country Party will be mindful of what
their annual conference has decided on
this question, and that its members will
give the Opposition their support when a
move is made for the appointment of a
Select Committee.

I hope the Liberal Party will have re-
gard for certain Intimations which have
been given on Its behalf, and that Its
members will get away from Party lines
when determining this issue. I hope that
on this occasion they will be prepared to
do what the public of Western Australia
expect the members of this House to do;
that Is, to gather the facts and do their
best to find a solution to the problem of
prostitution. The public expect that we
should not merely go through the facade
and the sham of dealing with this question,
and in the process insult the public. People
are not so stupid as some would imagine:
the people want a fair deal on this ques-
tion, and they want us as members of Par-
liament to discharge our responsibilities
fairly and properly In respect of It.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Police) r10.18 p.m.]: In the debate on
the Bill some members have wandered wide
of the mark. I say this, because so far as
the provisions in the Bill relating to prosti-
tution are concerned-and th.s aspect has
constituted the main part of the debate
this evening-the Proposals are to bring
the existing penalties, as well as fines In
lieu of imprisonment, into line with pres-
ent-day values.

Mlembers should realise that the In-
creases In penalties proposed In the Bill
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are the maximum, and the courts will have
jurisdiction to impose penalties up to the
maximum. The member for Mundaring has
put forward the view that people should
be fined on the basis of their ability to
pay. I am not aware of any Act which
contains such a proposition. I say quite
frankly that we should leave the amount
of a fine to the judiciary or courts. The
normal way Is to prescribe the maximum
penalties which may be Imposed; and
judges, magistrates, and justices of the
peace may impose a fine In line with the
circumstances. The courts should be given
a discretion. What I have just said covers
to a degree the point raised by the mem-
ber for Mundaring.

The honourable member said that the
Bill will be the means of making prostitu-
tion illegal, but I would point out to him
that today prostitution is already illegal.
Apart from increasing penalties, all the Bill
seeks to do is to correct an anomaly In the
Act which was emphasised by Magistrate
Zempilas a while back. He mentioned the
fact that a woman operating alone In her
own premises could not be convicted as a
prostitute.

Surely if we have laws governing pros-
titution and making prostitution an
offence, we should apply them to women.
whether they operate alone, or together
with others, in premises.

I think there is injustice there. In
addition, anomalies do occur. The mem-
ber for Subiaco raised one in the House
the week before last and the member for
mt. Hawthorn this evening commented on
the same problems which are associated
with brothels. I do not think any one
of us would like taxis pulling up at all
hours to the house next door to us. The
legislation before us will make it easier
for the police to obtain convictions and
to move these People away from the resi-
dential areas where they like to operate.

Members also stated that this problem
has existed for 12 months. It has existed
for almost all time.

Mr H. D. Evans: But it Intensified in
this State after they closed up on Kings
Cross and that element came here.

Air O'CONNOR: How long ago?
Mr H. D. Evans: It was about IS months

to two years ago.
Mr O'CONNOR: I do not know of any

particular increase in that time, but I do
know that when the member for Warren
was in office his Minister for Police was
confronted with exactly the same problems
by the same superintendent and the same
answers were given. The matter was
raised by one Individual cn a number of
occasions and it has been investigated by
the Labor Government and by my Govern-
ment. The same answers were provided
each time.

Mr Moiler: Investigated by the police?

Mr O'CONNOR: Yes. The Labor Gov-
ernment did that.

Mr Moiler: I am not referring to any
Particular Government.

Mr H. D. Evans: But is the problem on
the increase?

Mr O'CONNOR: I do not know. The
Problem is with us as we all know. I am
not aware of any increase. I think up to
this stage we have had 70-odd convictions.
When the Police receive complaints they
act on them.

Prostitution has been controlled for
many years. The member for Mundaring
asked me to comment on this. Prostitution
is of concern to the Police and the com-
munity as a whole because we do not want
other crimes to be connected with it. The
member for Mt. Hawthorn raised this
aspect. There is the unsavoury element
of standover tactics, and so on. These
aspects are most undesirable and unless
the Police have some control over those
responsible they will find it very difficult
to obtain convictions for prostitution.

Mr Moiler: You believe in control, but
You are not prepared to legislate for it.

Mr O'CONNOR: The honourable mem-
ber may do so If he desires. The Labor
Party can submit a Bill, but it has not
done so.

Mr Moiler: Why not have that aspect
and the whole department considered by
a Select Committee?

Mr O'CONNOR: Why should we burden
the taxpayer with further expenditure
when we are Paid to do the job? We are
Paid to legislate and to submit regulations
and alterations to regulations If we think
it necessary. Members opposite are en-
titled to submit legislation, too.

Mr Moiler: That is a very poor reply.
Mr O'CONNOR: Why do members oppo-

site, whenever anything politically diffi-
cult is raised, turn their backs on It and
ask for a Select Committee?

Mr Moiler: This is a shocking reply.
Mr O'CONNOR: If the Labor Party,

or the coalition Parties wish to submit
legislation to the House they are entitled
to do so. I have submitted legislation to
Provide amendments, but this does not
prevent the Labor Party submitting legis-
lation to provide more control or whatever
it desires. As the honourable member is
so interested, I trust we will receive a
Bill from him later on in the year.

I mentioned the Zempilas ruling. This
has caused some problems, particularly in
residential areas from which neighbours
have complained and where It is difficult
to obtain a conviction. Members must
keep in mind that a Person must be caught
in the act before a conviction for prosti-
tution can be obtained. This is why the
task is not easy and thus causes concern
to the police in many ways.
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The honourable member also asked
whether we intended to legislate on
morality. This is done now and we are
not altering anything in that regard.

Mr Mailer: You agree with that?
Mr O'CONNOR: With what?
Mr Moiler: With legislation on morality.

Mr O'CONNOR: I believe It is necessary
to have some legislation in this field, yes.

Mr Mailer: Do you think it is morally
correct to penalise the female and not the
male?

Mr O'CONNOR: I think it is necessary
for us to have some legislation otherwise
we would have all sorts of people operat-
ing in this ifield here and all sorts of
crimes would be involved. This would
make the situation far more difficult to
control and this in turn would be totally
unacceptable to the public generally.

Mr Moikr: One question: Do you
think the male Party should be guilty also?

Mr O'CONNOR: According to the memn-
ber for Boulder-Dundas, he is. He raised
a legal point tonight.

Mr Mailer: You do not agree with him?

Mr O'CONNOR: I have been advised to
the contrary.

Mr Harmnan: What do you think your-
self ?

Mr O'CONNOR: The member for May-
lands is asking me to give an opinion on
a point of law.

Mr Harman: We are asking for your
opinion.

Mr O'CONNOR: I listened to the memn-
ber for Boulder-Dundas tonight. He
appeared to know what he was talking
about. He should do because he is a
solicitor of some note, but I must also take
into account what is said by other people.
It is not unusual for solicitors to disagree.
The Labor Party has three among its
members, and if we Put any number of
points to them we would find that they
did not always agree. This is not unusual
among solicitors.

Mr Moiler: On what did you base your
decision to introduce the legislation?

Mr O'CONNOR: Initially it was on the
ruling of Zempilas in the court. An
anomaly in the Act was discovered which
allowed some people to operate and some
not to op-rate. It was also raised with me
by the Police Department. I was asked
to make the penalties standard.

The honourable member asked me
whether I had obtained any information
from Interpol. I did, and I have no objec-
tion to his having a copy of it. I have
obtained information from Interpol, Japan,
India, Prance, and one other country the
name of which I forget. It does not give

a great amount of detail, but it is what
we received following our request for in-
formation. The honourable member Is
quite welcome to have a copy of what I
have received. if anyone would like me
to do so I will table the information as
long as it contains nothing of a confi-
dential nature.

Mr Moiler: What is in the conmnis-
stoner's report which makes it impossible
for you to table it?

Mr O'CONNOR: That is different. Police
reports are different from reports which
are made public. When the police make
reports they give details including the
names of individuals. Quite frankly Par-
liament is not the place to publicise a
person's name. I do not think the honour-
able member would want me to do that.
There are times when I would not mind
showing members various fles. When the
Labor Party was in office it took similar
action. I would be very loath to put a
person's name on the Table of the House
when certain allegations have been made
because then the name would be available
to the Press and publicity could do damage
to the individual when the allegations
might not be correct.

Mr Moiler: Could you possibly delete the
names and leave the substance of the
report?

Mr O'CONNOR: I could. The policy of
previous Governments has been not to
table police reports and it would be a bad
thing to start now.

In connection with the difficulties as-
sociated with drugs, some members in-
dicated that they did not approve of the
amendments to the penalties. They did not
believe we should take away money from
individuals who had been selling drugs.
If the member for Boulder-Dundas has
an amendment in mind, I will be quite
happy to study it If he will submit it to
me.

We do have a problem in this regard.
About six to eight months ago-it might
have been more-a man camne from
America through Singapore. He had a
double bottom in his case and he had in
his possession $5 000 to $6 000 as well as
some unsold drugs. The money was Aus-
tralian so he must have sold the drugs to
people here. He was released on a bond
of $100. Surely it is not wrong to take
a person's ill-gotten gains from the sale
of drugs in this State. Why should he
retain that money when he has abused
the people of the State? I am sure the
honcurable member would agree with this.

Mr Skidmore: Why would you say that
money found on him would be ill-gotten
gains?

Mr O'CONNOR: Surely the honoiurable
member would not stick up for the
peddler!
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Mr Skidmore: No, I would not. I am
merely asking that Justice be done on the
grounds of the Mlinister's remark about
ill-gotten gains.

Mr T. J. Burke: He might have brought
in travellers' cheques.

Mr O'CONNOR: If he can prove he did
not obtain the money by selling drugs it
will not be taken from him. If the mem-
ber looks at the particular clause he will
see it provides that just any sort of money
cannot be taken. A person could have
money on him which he had when he
came into the country, or he might prove
he got it from other sources. in such a
case the provision of the Act will not
apply. I have little sympathy for the
peddler.

Mr T. J, Burke: None of us has.
Mr O'CONNOR:, I do not think members

opposite have any sympathy for the ped-
dlers. We can well do without them. I
think the penalty should be heavy, par-
ticularly with regard to the fellow deal-
ing with hard drugs.

We had another case of a chap travel-
ling with a 16-year-old girl. She was
wearing high platform shoes. Heroin to
the value of $30 000 was found in the base
of her shoes. When we picked up that
couple they admitted having sold some
heroin in Western Australia. Surely we
should not fine them $5 000 and allow
them to pay it out of their Ill-gotten gains
and then permit them to keep the rest of
any money they might have. In the case
of hard drugs we have to be particularly
severe.

The fellow I referred to a minute ago
had made seven or eight trips to Australia
during the lest 12 months. on the occa-
sion he was caught it was the first time
he had come to Western Australia. He
had no visible means of support so it was
fairly obvious where he got his money
from. I do not think an.,y of us would
have sympathy for that type of fellow.

In the case of offensive weapons, many
such articles have been used in recent
times against private individuals and
against policemen. I recently visited
Meekatharra where I saw 20 waddies up
to three and four feet in length which had
been used against policemen and against
i~ndividuals. Surely if we are to protect
individuals in the towns we must have
the means to stop the use of these articles.
Members no doubt have seen weapons con-
sisting of a piece of wood with a chain
attached to the end. They are not simply
ornaments, but are used against other peo-
ple. We have to protect not only the
Public, but Protect, against themselves, the
people who use those weapons, because
they are capable of inflicting an injury
which they would not cause in normal
circumstances.

The member for Boulder-Dundas re-
ferred to the increased penalty to be im-
posed under the provisions of section 69

of the Act. The fine will be increased from
$400 to $2 000, and the period of imprison-
ment will be increased from 12 months to
two years. Again, this increase is to bring
the penalty into line with other penalties
and, again, it is a maximum. The court
will have an opportunity to decide whether
a fine of $100, $200, or $2 000 should be
imposed. In other words, if a court decides
that a penalty of $400 is not sufficient,
but that a period in gaol is not warranted,
it can decide on a penalty in between. The
member for Boulder-Dundas also referred
to the taking of money from a peddler, but
I have already covered that point.

The member for Mt. Hawthorn men-
tioned Superintendent Daniels. We all
know about Superintendent flaniels and,
as I pointed out, he made similar alle-
gations previously to the former Minister
for Police when Labor was in office. He
has again made the same allegations and
we have carried out an investigation and
have been unable to find any fact in what
he put forward. As a matter of fact, he
stated that 100 prostitutes were operating.
From information I have received that Is
highly unlikely, and the number is exag-
gerated. The honourable member also
mentioned two individuals who were not
caught. I do not know why they were not
caught; I am not able to keep up with
the details of every offence. However, I
do know it is extremely difficult to convict
people in cases of prostitution and the
Police Department has a fairly difficult
job. in many ways, in trying to move them
on and keep them out of undesirable areas.

It has been indicated that during the
Committee stage a move will be made for
the appointment of a Select Committee. I
say now that quite frankly most of what
needs to be known is already known to
members. If members are of the opinion
that prostitution should be legalised they
can introduce a Bill. If they feel prosti-
tution should be controlled they can move
accordingly. I believe there is some doubt
about the validity of the proposed motion.

Mr May: Would not the Police Depart-
ment be satisfied with the appointment of
a Select Committee?

Mr O'CONNOR: I do not know; I have
not discussed it with that department. I
discovered only tonight that there was a
proposal to move for the appointment of
a Select Committee. However, I know
enough about the matter to be able to
discuss it. I commend the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Reference to Select Committee

MR MOILER (Mundarlng) [10.36 P.m.]:
I move-

That the Bill be referred to a Select
Committee.

In moving for the appointment of a Select
Committee, I think my reasons can best
be explained by quoting two very small
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paragraphs from the commencement of an Mr MOILER: Had the Minister's facts
address by Associate Professor Richard W.
Harding, at the Summer School held at
the University of Western Australia during
January of this year. He commenced his
address as follows-

Who controls the controllers, who
cops the coppers, who governs the
government? This is a question about
democracy generally, not just about
police in a democracy.

For democracy is about checks and
balances. Groups exercising any parti-
cular aspect of State power shold
always be subject to the control of
some other group or groups; and the
latter should in turn be subject to the
control of yet another group.

That, Mr Speaker, is the reason for dis-
cussing prostitution, the operation of
brothels, the other matters connected
with prostitution, and the reason we
should refer this Hill to a Select Com-
mittee.

I previously indicated I would move a
motion which contained many more words
than those contained in the motion I have
just moved. I would have preferred to
move the motion which I supplied to the
Minister a short while ago in which I
requested that the inquiry should go into
various aspects of prostitution. However,
because of the obvious attitude of the
Minister and the quiet nature of the Gov-
ernment, I thought there would be some
opposition to my move and that my motion
might be ruled out of order on technical
grounds. I thought the Government might
take that course rather than argue against
the appointment of a Select Committee.

Mr O'Connor: We would not have done
that.

Mr MOILER: I am suggesting to the
Minister-who has just said he would not
have taken that action-he might consider
the terms of inquiry of the Select Com-
mittee should be wider. He might wish to
indicate his sincerity, and the sincerity of
the Government in this Parliament, by
making the inquiry as wide as possible. In
turn, he might move, as an amendment to
my motion, the motion which I originally
distributed. I am sure he would receive
full support from members on this side of
the House.

I would like to clarify that point for
members who received a copy of the motion
I intended to move previously. My only
reason for restricting it now is that I was
afraid the Government would take any
steps to prevent a Select Committee being
set up because of its refusal to let any
light into the matter of possible bribery
and corruption amongst the police in
relation to prostitution and the like in
Western Australia. The Minister's reply
was pitiful.

Mr O'Connor: That was because of the
pitiful speech you made.

been good, he would surely have been able
to cut the Opposition to pieces. I asked
the Minister about tabling the report from
the Commissioner of Police and suggested
he could delete any references in the
report to individuals. He said he would
not do that. It drew my attention to the
statutory declaration he produced in this
House. I believe his production of the
statutory declaration is reason enough for
appointing a Select Committee to inquire
into this matter.

If the statutory declaration produced by
the Minister is to be relied upon and
states the truth, which we must assume
it does, the lady who made it said she
went to see the Premier of the day to
explain that her girls paid taxes and had
Properly conducted medical checks. She
said-

I further warn the Premier of the
distinct possibility of the invasion of
standover merchants from the Eastern
States should the Premises be closed
down and the girls forced out onto
the streets.

The Minister obviously proposes by the
amendments in the Bill to close down these
establishments. There have been more
arrests and we are containing and reduc-
ing prostitution, he claimed.

Mr O'Connor: Who said we were reduc-
ing and containing it?

Mr MOILER: Surely the purpose of the
legislation is to abolish or reduce prostitu-
tion in this State. If that is not its
purpose, what is the purpose of the legis-
lation? If a Select Committee were
appointed, we could go into the matter
thoroughly and find out what is the pur-
pose of the Government.

If the legislation is Put into effect, we
wvill have standover merchants from the
Eastern States. We have already had one
murder of a madam, which lends some
substance to what this lady said in the
statutory declaration the Minister saw fit
to produce to this House. That issue alone
would warrant the appointment of a Select
Committee to ascertain whether there is
any corruption and whether these people
have been able to influence the Police or
anyone else.

In her statutory declaration the lady
says she had never stated she would give
the names of members of Parliament who
had frequented her premises. She does
not say no members of Parliament had
frequented her premises, but from her
claim that she did not say she would give
their names, could Perhaps be Inferred
that some had. It would be of benefit to
this Parliament and to the State to know
just how far the Influence of these people
can penetrate the agencies of the Parlia-
ment.

Corruption is not new. I will read some
brief extracts from the address given by
Associate Professor Richard W. Harding



[Tuesday, 26 August, 1975] 2223

in relation to an instance where the polle
had been found to be a little less than
100 per cent correct. He states-

There are, of course, other kinds of
police lawlessness, particularly cor-
ruption. The nature of police work is
such that it is bound to attract alle-
gations of corruption, and one Would
not want to make the mistake of be-
lieving too many of them. But occa-
sionally they are well-documented
enough to compel belief. The best
example Is the Kaye Report concern-
Ing police involvement In the Victoria
abortion racket. As is well known.
three policemen-two of them very
senior men-went to Pentridge for
their part in this.

Members will recall how long it took the
Press and others to bring this matter out
into the open, and how many months the
case dragged on before these people were
finally found guilty. He went on to make
a point which I would like to emphasize
to the Minister-

The most worrying thing about that.
however, was not that some Police
were corrupt-that is occasionally
Inevitable-but that the Police Depart-
ment had Itself earlier investigated
the very same evidence that led to
the setting up of the Royal Commis-
sion-

Is that not what the Minister for Police
Is telling us tonight? He says the police
have already looked Into prostitution and
found there is nothing wrong with it. He
will not table the report and we are ex-
pected to accept his word that there Is
nothing wrong with it. We can sit here for
nights on end discussing other matters of
less Importance, but if a Select Committee
were appointed It could operate while the
rest of Parliament and the Government
proceed with their business. The Minister
claims it would be a waste of time to have
a committee meeting, receiving informa-
tion, and reporting back to Parliament.
What is going on now is very much like
what has happened In the past, with the
Minister and his department being deter-
mined that no Information will come for-
ward In this matter. They are shaky and
scared and believe It is too dangerous for
this Parliament to open up the matter and
allow individuals within the Parliament
to call for information in order to be able
to size up the position for themselves and
make suggestions.

In my second reading speech I said that
Magistrate T. Mcauigan had been report-
ed in the Press on the 31st January this
year as saying-

There is a conflict between public
opinion and the law on prostitution...

He said the Public was not greatly dis-
tressed by prostitution and was not
worrying about It.

While prostitution is operating under
the present conditions, there are stand-

over men. I would not doubt it is a $1
million industry, and It is to the detri-
ment of Western Australia that it con-
tinues to operate under this arrangement.
I have taken cuttings from the Press Me
in our Library and it Is coincidental that
on the same page as the statement of
Magistrate Mcouigan which I have just
quoted there appears an article headed,
"Illegal lottery: I didn't know, says
O'Connor".

So we see statements like this all the
time. The public have every reason to be
suspicious of the Police Force because of
the way that prostitution and associated
matters are carried on. They have every
right to be suspicious of the Government
because of its complete refusal to con-
sider a Select Committee, and the very
lame reply given by the Minister. I hope
I am wrong, but I would be prepared to
bet that no member of the Government
will get up to explain why he Is opposed
to the Idea of a Select Committee.

Mr Nanovich: If we wanted to waste
time we would do that, but we do not
believe in it.

Mr Bertram: I think you had better just
keep quiet.

Mr Na novich: Listen to the Perry Mason
of Mt. Hawthorn!

Mr O'Connor: I have given you my
opinion.

Mr MOILER: There Is a mountain of
evidence to support my motion for a Select
Committee. In his reply the Minister
really said that the Government is not pre-
Pared to do anything. Is the Position such
that no action is warranted? We have
had the example of Police officers
exchanging identification badges.

Mr O'Connor: That has a fair bit to do
with Prostitution, hasn't it!

Mr Jamieson: They were prostituting
themselves.

Mr MOILER: It had nothing to do with
prostitution, but it highlights the fact that
the Police Force is not above reproach.
Occasionally we find that snme polle
officers are easy prey to corruption. The
President of the Civil Liberties Association
was reported in Monday's Issue of The
West Australian as follows-

We had a case some time ago when
some Police cadets made ule of the
fact that they were members nf the
police force to enter a Leederville
night club without paying an entrance
fee and then assaulted some young
American seamen.

The circumstances of the Shirley
Finn murder suggest that she was
killed by somebody of considerable
Power and Influence.

Mr O'Connor: Who do you think the
superintendent of police was who wrote
that?
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Mr MOTyER: That was not the opinion
of the Police Force. According to the
Press report, this statement was made by
the President of the Civil Liberties Associ-
ation. The article states earlier-

The president, Mr Archie Marshall,
said: "The right of prosecution is
vested in anyone and everyone. It is
not confined to the police."

It then says that Mr Marshall made the
statements I have just referred to.

I believe a Select Committee could look
at the question of whether the Govern-
ment is taking proper steps to deal with
the situation in Western Australia. It
could look at the provisions in the Bill,
investigate whether the Police Force is
falling to take the correct action, whether
the proposals put forward by the Min-
ister are adequate, whether there Is need
for further legislation, and whether this
is the sort of legislation that would be best
for Western Australia. There are any
number of such questions to be answered.
If we appoint a committee to study the
whole problem, members of this Parlia-
ment will be better armed and better able
to make a decision on such an important
matter.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [10.55
p.m.): I second the motion, and I would
also like to speak to it.

I have much pleasure in supporting the
motion because if ever anything in this
State required inquiring into, it Is cer-
tainly prostitution. We want to know
people's attitude to the subject, who is
controlling it, and where we are going.
I believe the original Promise about an
inquiry was made by the present Deputy
Premier before the last election. He said
that If elected to Government his party
would have a full inquiry into prostitution.
That promise has been conveniently for-
gotten, although he has been reminded of
it on a number of occasions,

In 1974 the Country Party State Con-
ference resolved that it wanted a Royal
Commission into prostitution. There was
no messing about with the Country Party,
no mention of a small inquiry, it wanted
a Royal Commission into prostitution in
Western Australia.

At one of its conferences, the Liberal
Party opted for a full lnquiry-I think
that was the term-into prostitution. Des-
pite this huge groundswell of public sup-
port for some sort of inquiry, nothing has
been done.

There is not the slightest doubt that
Superintendent Daniels created a great
deal of interest in this subject. At first
we may have been concerned that he was
going further than might reasonably have
been expected. However, I certainly do
not believe that now because everything he
said in 1973 has come true. The Minister
is aware of it. I am sure he has received

correspondence tram Superintendent Danl-
lets, but I do not know whether he has
ever talked to him about It.

Mr O'Connor: I have spoken to him on
the phone.

Mr DAVIES: But the Minister has not
questioned him further. The fact remains
there is a great deal of interest in the
situation, and as I said a few momenta
ago, this groundswell of public opinion
to support the setting up of a Select Com-
mittee, Royal Commission, or some kind of
inquiry. In my opinion a Royal Commis-
sion could possibly take too long, whereas
a Select Committee could complete an
inquiry during the life of this Parliament.
and without delaying the legislation uin-
duly, it could call evidence and, if neces-
sary, expand the inquiry at the appropri-
ate time.

I have been making some inquiries
myself, and I have been worried because
a number of other people are also making
inquiries. Recently I happened to call at
the Perth City Council to check on an
address. When I mentioned the address
to an officer there, he said, "Not you too.
We have had members of both political
parties checking up on the owner of this
property, as well as policemen and private
individuals." So that is one aspect of the
matter-several inquiries are being carried
out. I know that statements made are
quickly transmitted back to headquarters.
and when I use the word "'headquarters"
I mean the upper echelon of the Police
Force. It seems now that policemen are
watching policemen to see what each one
knows. I am sure every member of Par-
liament will agree with mue when I say
this sort of thing is intolerable. If there
Is the slightest suggestion of corruption in
the Police Force, we are in trouble. Now
is the time to institute an inquiry. We are
still small enough as a city and in popu-
lation numbers-although perhaps large
enough in police numbers--to be able to.
formulate a proper inquiry to discover the
exact position. If we let this opportunity
go, we will never have the same chance
again.

As I said a moment ago, many people
are inquiring as to who is behind whom,
and who is checking on this section and
that section. Like the mnember for Subi-
aco, I am absolutely amazed about the
difficulty one is confronted with when try-
ing to get the police to move. Earlier In
the year I complained about a brothel at
32 King George Street, Victoria Park. r
received a phone call back that something
would be done and somebody would contact
me. After a while I would ring again only
to find that the person to whom I had
spoken before was out or he had been
transferred to another section and was no
longer available. So I would start again
and complain about the brothel operating
at 32 King George Street.

On the 15th July I had had enough of
it. I wrote to the Commissioner of Police
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and told him about it. I mentioned that
I was advised just previously and unof-
ficially that the brothel would "go off" in
the next few days. Sure enough the
brothel did "go off" In the next few days
and it was reported in the Press. I have
'the cutting here if members would like
the date and the names of the people con-
cerned. My letter of the 15th July was
acknowledged on the 18th July. Then on
the 25th July I was able to write this
letter to Mr J. M. Woods, Chief Super-
Intendent--

Thank you for your letter of lath
instant. I thought you would like to
know that I have heard, unofficially,
the brothel at 32 King George Street,
Victoria Park is moving, probably this
weekend.

I believe it will be re-established in
the Rivervale area. This however, is
of no concern to me once It has left
my area.

Thank you for your interest and I
hope the above information will save
your Department some work.

Mr May: Did they leave a forwarding
address?

Mr DAVIES: I again wrote to Mr Woods
on the 1st August, as follows--

Further to my letter of 25th ultimo
regarding the shifting of the brothel
from 32 King George Street, Victoria
Park, you will recall that my in!forma-
tion was it would move to Rivervale.

I believe now it is established at
20 Anstey Street, South Perth, and I
apologise for my earlier Incorrect
-advice, although, as stated in MY
previous leter, I am not concerned now
the establishment has left this area.

"In a spirit of co-operation I sent a copy
of that letter to the member for South
'Perth, who is the Minister for Labour and
Industry.

Mr Bertram: Did you receive an ack-
nowledgment?

Mr DAVIES: No, I did not receive an
acknowledgment from the member for the
area.; but on the 14th August-a fortnight
later-Chief Superintendent Woods wrote
to me as follows--

With reference to your letters dated
July 15 and 25, re brothel at 32 King
George Street. Victoria Park, I have
to advise that these premises have
-now ceased to be used as an Escort
Agency.

At the present time the home is
unoccupied and it is believed that it
will be demolished for future develop-
ment.

'He did not even thank me for telling him
where the brothel was re-established. Mr
Speaker, what do you think of that for
gratitude?

That brothel was able to shift to other
Dremises, obtain a new phone number, and

advertise in the Press the following even-
ing. I cannot get telephones for people in
my electorate in under about six to eight
weeks, yet apparently these people are able
to shift premises overnight and be con-
nected to the telephone the next day.
What is behind all this? This is just one
aspect we would like to know about-how
these people have their telephones con-
nected so quickly.

Mr O'Connor: The GPO would be able
to tell you that.

Mr DAVIES: That is right, and the
matter has been taken up with the GPO.
However, when a place "goes off" and a
conviction is recorded in respect of it hav-
ing been used as a brothel or for immoral
purposes, does the Police Department tell
the PMG that the premises have been used
for that purpose, because it is an offence
to continue to use a telephone under those
circumstances? Apparently the police
take no action; they say, "It Is bad luck;
if the PMG wants to find out about it, it
can."

I have a whole file of newspaper cut-
tings in respect of this question, one is
in connection with the Premier saying
way back in August, 1974, that a Gov-
ernment. inquiry would be held. Prior to
that there were indications that some-
thing would be done about massage par-
]ours, brothels, and prostitution generally.
The matter was to be taken to Cabinet.
The file before me contains several cut-
tings of Ministers saying the matter was
going to Cabinet. They then broke down
their statements and said they were going
to find out whether there Is a relation-
ship between the incidence of rape and the
legailsation of prostitution. Finally we had
a statement saying there is no link
between legalisatlon of prostitution and
the incidence of rape, and so It was said
that we do not need an Inquiry.

Mr O'Connor: Who said that?
Mr DAVIES: The Minister said it.

Mr O'Connor: I did not. I said that one
of the reports indicated that.

Mr DAVIES: All right. I Imagine the
Minister is Implying, seeing that one of
the reports said there was no link, that
some of the other reports cast some doubt
on the matter.

Mr O'Connor; There were other reports.
Mr DAVIES: The Minister now says

there were other reports. He told us of
only one report he received from Interpol
which said there is no relationship between
the incidence of rape and the legalisation
of brothels. Would the Minister be good
enough to table all the other reports?

Mr O'Connor: I told the member for
Mundaring he could have copies of them,
and you can, too.

Mr DAVIES: Wml the Minister be good
enough to table them?
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Mr O'Connor: I want to go through
them first to see they contain nothing
confidential.

Mr DAVIES: Mr Speaker, if you read
through the file I have in my band and
read all the things which are allegedly
happening in and around Perth, and of the
satisfaction expressed by the Police Farce,
You would expect there to have been a
great diminution in the number of mas-
sage parlours, escort agencies, and the
like.

However, Sir, I have here two copies of
The Sunday Times, one dated the 1st
April, 1973, and the other dated the 24th
August, 1975. Although 21 years separate
those newspapers there are just as many
advertisements for what I would imagine
are prostitution purposes in the second
newspaper as there are in the first. I
understand there are over 90 escort agen-
cies registered at the Companies Office
under the Business Names Act. This is one
of the matters that concerns us: there is
no diminution of the problem at all. No-
one is doing anything about it. All the
Government is doing at the moment is
Saying, "We will make the fines greater
and define what is a brothel; and 'we will
also make it harder for a person to live
off immoral earnings." That is all the Gov-
ernment is doing about it. It is not in any
way doing anything about controlling the
Mr Power And the Mrs Power who are
behind all this.

Who says who will start up a brothel?
Who says, "We will tolerate this brothel
but not that one"? Who says, "We will
tolerate the activities of Mrs Flatman, but
not the activities of Mrs X"?

Mr O'Connor: This move 'will not give
you control of that.

Mr DAVIES: Who says that Shirley
Finn can run a brothel but Mrs B can-
not? Those are the questions we want to
be answered.

Another matter that concerns me is the
way the same names come up bit by bit.
The more one analyses this problem the
more one finds the same name here and
there, and the more often one sees a name
that one recalls having seen before. One
of the most significant incidents in this
respect came up recently when I was doing
some checking. I saw the name first of all
in the WA Humanist News which said that
the person concerned was to be a mem-
ber of a panel at a public meeting con-
cerning prostitution which was to be held
on Friday, the 15th August, at the Perth
Town Rail, if my memory serves me cor-
rectly. According to the item the member
for Wellington was to be there, but I do
not knowv whether she was. She assures
me now that she was not. However, a
member for the South-East Metropolitan
Province of the Legislative Council was
present as a member of the panel. I refer
to the Hon. Grace Vaughan.

Although I had not heard of the name
at that time, I was going through some
registrations of business names recently
and I discovered that a Mrs Pilkington
who was gaoled about a month ago was
apparently the proprietress of a place
called Consort Escorts. She held the re-
gistration under that name on the 26th
July, 1975, and on the 6th August there
was a change in particulars. The records
show that on that day Lorraine Pilking-
ton ceased to be the proprietress and the
new name was stated to be Paul Adrian
Pty. Ltd., care of D. J. Levy, 69 Outram
Street, West Perth.

I then found that an establishment
known as Sophisticates Escorts was regis-
tered in Mrs Pilkington's name on the 5th
September, 1973, and on the 17th July,
1975, a change in particulars was recorded.
Mrs Pilkington ceased as proprietress,
and the new proprietor was again Paul
Adrian Pty, Ltd., care of the person at the
address I have already mentioned. When
I looked at the allotment of shares I found
there were two $1 shares, and I found
there were two directors of this establish-
ment which, I suppose, is now known as
Paul Adrian Pty. Ltd. One of those direc-
tors was Lorraine Denise Pilkington of
Eighth Avenue, Inglewood, who was ap-
Pointed on the 30th June, 1975, and re-
signed on the 1st July, 1915-the next day.
So during the time she was under pre-
sentence report she was the director of
Paul Adrian Pty. Ltd., previously Sophis-
ticates Escorts, and previously Consort
Escorts. The other director was Geoffrey
Pllkington, and the same address given in
his ease.

I do not know whether I should men-
tion the names of the new directors of
Paul Adrian Pty. Ltd., although I have
them here.

Mr O'Connor: I think It would be best
if you did not.

Mr Harman: I'll bet!
Mr O'Connor: Well, your name might

be on it.
Mr DAVIES: One of the new directors

on this form 43 relating to the change of
directors was a woman whose name ap-
peared in the Sunday independent of the
22nd June, 1975, as being convicted as a
prostitute. Another man whose name had
appeared on this earlier programme was
also appointed a director of that company
on the 1st July. The same person signs
as director-secretakry and is listed as the
secretary of the company of Paq1 Adrian
Pty. Ltd.

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
has four minutes remaining.

Mr DAVIES: Thank You, Mr Speaker.
The name seemed familiar to me, so I
looked up the statutory declaration which
has been mentioned several times this
evening and found that the man who is
now a director and secretary of this new
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company, Paul Adrian Pty. Ltd., the sn
who appeared on the panel speaking about
prostitution Is the same man who wit-
nessed the statutory declaration made by
Mrs D. Flatman which was tabled in this
House by the Minister for Police. It is
the same man. I understand, who is the
vice-president of one of the leading sub-
urban branches of the Liberal Party.

Mr T. J. Burke: Did you say, "vice-
president"?

Mr DAVIES; "Vice" might be the oper-
ative word! Here is a man who was as-
sociated with the setting up of a company
with convicted prostitutes and who ap-
parently has purchased companies from a
convicted prostitute; who was apparently
able to speak with some conviction on a
panel relating to prostitution and was also
able to be conveniently on hand to sign
as a commissioner of declarations a statut-
ory declaration made by Mrs Dorrie Flat-
man, who has been named in this H-ouse
tonight as a leading mnadam in Western
Australia; the same man-we have had
it checked and cross-checked-la the vice-
president of one of the leading branches
of the Liberal Party in Western Australia.
I think this indicates, as it has to me time
and time again the way this whole prob-
lem Is woven and interwoven. It is time
for us to say whether we are in favour
of the laws or of the whores.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minlster
for Police) [11.13 pm.]: I oppose the
motion. There has been a lot of talk
tonight about the various aspects of pros-
titution, and about things which should
be investigated. However, these are not
governed by this motion. The motion says
that the Bill should be referred to a
Select committee. The Bill referred to,
of course, is the Police Act Amendment
Bill which deals with a change in the
penalties prescribed In the Act, with drugs,
and with the definition of "offensive
weapon". This is the Bill which the
Opposition would have us send to a Select
Committee; yet all the aspects discussed
here tonight are not included in the Bill,
and would not come under discussion.

Mr May: It would so!
Mr O'CONNOR: They would not.
Mr May: It Is all embraced in the Bill.

Mr O'CONNOR: As far as I know, the
motion would cover only the aspects of
the Bill itself.

Mr May:, It is all-embracing.

Mr O'CONNOR: It Is not.
Mr moiler: It covers the whole works.

Mr O'CONNOR: Members have tried to
involve the Liberal Party, and all this sort
of thing. However, this problem was also
referred to the Labor Party when it was
in office. Superintendent Daniels who, at

that time, was a leading light and member
of the Labor Party, and I believe still is.-

Mr Bryce: Is that why you have cruci-
fled him?

Mr O'CONNOR: -presented documents
to the then Leader of the Upper House
who was also Minister for Police. The
Minister went through the documents--
and there were plenty of them; I have
seen them-and indicated that there was
no substance in what Superintendent
Daniels. a member of his own party, had
put to him; he threw it out, and rightly
so.

I believe members of this House could
request the appointment of Select Com-
mittees to inquire into everything. For in-
stance, a Royal Commission currently is
inquiring into the Laverton incidents;
members could have requested a Select
Committee into the Coolgardie affair,
which was proved to be false;, similarly, a
Select Committee could have been request-
ed into the Moora affair which, again was
proved to be false. Any of these allegations
could be the subject of a Royal Commis-
Sion.

I know that prostitution at present is
in the minds of many people. But quite
frankly, I believe most people know that
it does go on. The Bill is, designed to try
to bring it further under control so that
the police can take action which previ-
ously they could not take. It provides for
increases in Penalties to bring them into
line with modern-day penalties. I do not
believe members oppositc have put for-
ward a case for a Select Committee and I
therefore oppose the motion.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [11.16 pmn.]:
It was not my intention to speak tonight
on this motion but I find I must rise in
protest at the remarks of the Minister for
Police. I believe the only way justice will
be s--rved will be by the appointment of a
Select Committee to inquire into the mat-
ter. It is all very well for the Minister
to say that the Opposition has not proved
the case for a Select Committee; that is
his opinion and he is entitled to it. How-
ever, I would suggest that the grounds
upon which he bases his statement of re-
jection are inconsistent with the very thing
he strives to achieve with the Bill.

In reply to the member for Mundaring,
the Minister said the Bill sought to in-
crease the penalties consistent with in-
flationary trends with a view to making
them a deterrent to crime. If that is the
intention of the Bill, I accept it. But when
we have a look at the increased penalties
proposed we are almost staggered by their
inconsistency. At some places in the Bill
the suggested In crease is of the order of
500 per cent. Clause 5 seeks to amend
sectic-n 12 of the Act by deleting the word
"twenty" and substituting the word ".fifty",
which represents an increase of 150 per
cent. Other increases are from $30 to $100
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and, in clause 13, from $30 to $200. an
increase of 566 per tent. Clause 19 seeks
an increase from $40 to $100; in fact,
throughout the Bill there is an inconsis-
tency in the proposed increase in penal-
ties. Why is that? The minister has not
bothered to tell us.

Mr O'Connor: You will find that the
$100 relates to the one-month term of
imprisonment.

Mr SKIDMORE: I am not dealing with
the problem of imprisonment. Quite
frankly, if the Minister wants to argue
about the matter of imprisonment of peo-
pie in what I believe to be a quite unjust
manner, I will accommodate him.

Mr O'Connor: Why do You not bring
in a Bill to that effect? You can, you
know.

Mr SKMnMORE: I can do all sorts of
things. The Minister may advise me to
do 'whatever he likes, but at the moment
I am speaking in support of the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee. If at some
other time I want to do something, I will
do it in my time and in my way.

Mr O'Connor: I thought you would have
done it by now.

Mr SKCIDMORE-. The Minister is quite
entitled to doubt my sincerity, but I do
not care what he thinks in that regard.
What I am saying is that the sincerity of
the Minister is in doubt in view of the way
he has introduced amendments to the
Police Act to increase the existing penal-
ties; apparently he is merely imbued with
the view that these should be increased
to keep pace with the present rate of in-
flation. I do not think the Minister can
say that I have skated around that aspect
of the Bill which deals with various of-
fences and at least we should agree to the
appointment of a Select Committee to in-
vestigate action taken in regard to those
offences. Far be it that the Minister should
accuse the member for Victoria Park of
skirting around the issues in the Bill.

I note that clause 42, on page 9 of the
Bill seeks to repeal and re-enact section
76F of the Act with a view to setting out
the definition of a brothel, and If the
member for Victoria Park was nof talking
about brothels I do not know what he was
talking about, because he named them
and said where they were situated. He
went on to say that the police had done
nothing about them. He did mention
something about their "being knocked off"
and that they had moved somewhere else.

The Bill deals with the question of con-
ducting premises for the purposes of pros-
titution and here again we on this side
of the House, are concerned about this
and believe it should be the subject for
investigation by a Select Committee. it
appears to me that prostitution has been
in evidence for so long that we will never
beat it. I ask the Minister: If it is con-
sidered that increased penalties are to be

a deterrent against corruption, why have
the existing penalties which have been
imposed for some years not proved to be
a deterrent against prostitution?

The Minister knows, I know, and every-
one else knows that there Is always some-
one willing to pay the penalty for following
the profession of prostitution, and the
same position will continue in the future-
If it is suggested that Increased penalties
have been Introduced merely as a means to
make it easy for the police to obtain a
conviction, I fall to understand how such
an argument can be advanced. I still fall
to understand how the proposed amend-
ments in the Bill will make la easier to
prosecute a person who is running a
brothel and who is committing an offence
by acting as a prostitute, because in his
reply the Minister said that the police have
difficulty in obtaining a conviction.

Whilst we have laws on the Statute
book that make prostitution illegal we will
have graft and corruption in all walks of
life. I am not suggesting where the graft
or corruption takes place. The Minister
can draw his own inferences. What I am
saying is many laws already exist to take
care of, say, a brothel that may be con-
ducted alongside my home. I believe there
are laws already on the Statute book to
take care of a situation such as that.

In any situation where the whole ques-
tion of prostitution Is Illegal, the criminal
element will always be attracted to organ-
ise and conduct the business of prostitution.
Whenever there is a "quick buck" to be
made because a female is willing to
become a prostitute, she becomes ready
game for any criminal who wants to bludge
on her and become part and parcel of the
prostitution business.

To my mind it would appear that the
appointment of aL Select Committee is
fully justified. History may prove me to be
wrong, but I know what the history books
of the Christians have recorded on the
question of prostitution, because the menm-
her for Boulder-Dundas has given us some
indication of that, and today we still have
the same problem. The Minister Is incon-
sistent in the extreme In the argument he
has advanced against the appointment of
a Select Committee if he thinks the in-
crease In penalties will assist the Police In
obtaining convictions. I cannot see how
they will assist the Police and, In my can-
did opinion, the appointment of a Select
Committee will be one way to clear up this
problem. After making investigations we
may be able to ascertain the best way to
deal with the problem and possibly make
it easier for the community at large to
understand the inactivity that has been
evident for many years.

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of
the opposition) [11.25 p.m.]: I think the
strongest case has been made out for the
appointment of a Select Committee. The
Minister endeavoured to show that Select
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Committees do not achieve much. I can
remember a Select Committee that was ap-
pointed to see whether it was desirable to
have legislation introduced to register
chiropractors, and ultimately chiropractors
were registered in this State as a result
of the inquiries conducted by that Select
Committee.

A Select Committee was appointed to
inquire into the drug traffic; something
much akin to prostitution.

Mr O'Connor: And into the extension of
the Kwinan9. Freeway.

Mr J1. T. TONKIN: I am dealing with
the one appointed to inquire into the drug
traffic and, as a result of those inquiries,
I understand the Government Proposes to
have further Inquiries made overseas. So
apparently that Select Committee served
a useful purpose.

Surely certain aspects of this prostitu-
tion business indicate that some people
can continue to operate, freely and without
interruption, whereas others cannot. I am
concerned about some people who own
premises which are being run as brothels.
I had occasion to make inquiries as to who
owned properties at Nos. 6 and 8 Forbes
Street, because I had been supplied
with evidence that both these places are
being run as brothels.

Mr O'Connor: What suburb is that?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: To the north of the

city. Mr Speaker, whom do you think owns
these Properties? None other than Kim-
berley Finance.

Mr T. J. Burke: Its shares will go up.
Mr May: That in itself is enough to

justify the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee.

Sir Charles Court: What has that to do
with the exercise?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Situations of this
kind should be cleared up, and the passing
of this Bill without further inquiry will
achieve nothing towards that end. I sug-
gest there is a definite responsibility and
obligation upon the Government to enable
an inquiry to take place, and we suggest
it ought to be an inquiry representative of
members of both Houses of Parliament so
that th se various aspects can be investi-
gated; namely, to ascertain why nothing
has been done in regard to premises being
leased for Prostitution, and why some
People who are Prostitutes and who are
running these places are prosecuted and
others are not.

In the Public interest these are matters
that should be looked at and I do not think
the Minister has a case for refusing to
have this Position investigated. It is of no
use saying this Hill has little or nothing
to do with Prostitution. The Bill seeks to
Incorporate In the Act a new definition.
There is Provision for penalties with re-
gard to certain aspects of Prostitution, and

we want to know just how far it is intend-
ed to use the provisions of the law to
bring prostitution under some sort of con-
trol if that is considered desirable:
because to pass this Bill In this form will
accomplish precisely nothing. It will bring
about the situation about which I think
most People are worried that some are
prosecuted, and that there exist some
places which knowingly are operated as
brothels-and these places are owned by
wealthy companies or wealthy individuals
who derive substantial rents from such
properties, because they are operated as
brothels. It is no answer to say that a
Select Committee is not justified in those
circumstances.

DR DADOTIR (Subiaco) [11.31 p.m.]:
I would like to make some comments on
the motion for the appointment of a Select
Committee. Firstly, I wish to make it clear
that I would like to see an inquiry into
Prostitution, but I do not think the motion
before us is in place for the simple reason
that the Bill embraces Provisions covering
more than prostitution.

However, if on some future occasion
some member wishes to move for the
appointment of a Select Committee or
Royal Commission to inquire Into prosti-
tution I will suport it wholeheartedly. The
Opposition has presented a very good
argument, but I think It has brought for-
ward this motion at the wrong time. I
believe this Bill will be the means of mak-
tig prostitution easier or harder; I am
not quite sure which.

There Is stil the brothel in my elector-
ate-the one I spoke about two weeks ago.
It has been there for four years. I have
made representations to three different
Ministers for Police over the Period, and
also to the Commissioner of Police. I think
I wrote a total of 10 letters. All the an-
swers I have received indicate that the
authorities know a brothel is being con-
ducted on those premises by a certain
madam but she has Proved to be rather
elusive and cannot be apprehended. I
know she can be apprehended, and that
is what gets my gripe.

All the Police have to do Is to arrange
an intensive stake-out or search. If such
a stake-out is sufficiently intensive then
the clients who patronise these premises
could be harassed. It is a reasonable as-
sumption that some of the male clients are
married persons. I suppose intimidation
can be used, and is wed on occasions. If a
client happens to be a married man and
Is confronted he may be prepared to give
evidence as a Queen's witness, and thus
keep the story away from his wife. A male
client can be bluffed Into doing this.

If the police were to harass the clients
I am quite sure the business conducted
in those premises would fail off, and
madam would have to move. I have been
led up the garden path for four years.
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Mr Davies: On one occasion there was
a stake-out by the police, but It was called
off.

Dr DADOUR: I have no doubt about
that, and the stake-out might have been
concerned with the brothel in my elec-
torate. This leads me to the next point
I wish to raise: who is getting the rake-off
from prostitution? I have asked this
question many times, and probably I will
get into hot water for asking it. I am asking
it because it may lead to the truth. There
are certain members of the Police Force
who are getting a rake-off. Let us not
hide from the truth; we know this sort
of thing goes on. There are some such
members of the Police Force, but not
many. I believe there should be an inquiry.

With the so-called Eastern States
criminals coming to this State, the ques-
tion I ask is: who are they vying with for
the graft? This has been told to me but
I do not know how much truth there is in
it: If any person wishes to open a brothel
he must see a certain sergeant and talk
to that sergeant. This sergeant could give
the person a "green light" to conduct a
"red light" or "blue light" establishment!

Mr O'Connor: Will you give me his
name afterwards?

Dr DADOtJR: I do not know his name.
I have been told that. This is a valid
supposition. What happens next is that
that person could get the permission to
go ahead. The names--both assumed and
real-of the girls working in the premises
are taken and there is a 50 per cent rake-
oif. People are allowed to operate a brothel
in a certain area. at a certain time for iL
50 per cent rake-off. How much truth
there is in this I do not know, but the
matter bears investigation. Why is the
brothel about which I complained not
closed down?7

It was aL fair enough request I made,
because two dear old ladles in the vicinity
of the brothel had been molested by the
male clientele. Last weekt or the week
before I spoke to one dear old lady who
was awakened out of bed at 12 o'clock
by a person asking where this brothel was.
I have grave doubts about this establish-
ment.

I have found another similar establish-
ment in my area. A request has been made
to me by another dear old lady. There is
a bus stop outside the premises and she
has asked the Minister for Police to remove
the bus stop, or else remove the brothel.
I wrote to the Minister today, and he will
get the letter tomorrow with a request to
move the bus stop up the street so that
the dear old ladies waiting for buses do
not have to watch the clientele going in
and out of the brothel. That is how broad-
minded some old women are.
II think that on some future occasion th:

motion for the appointment of a Select

Committee into prostitution could be
moved, but this is not the occasion to do
so, because the Bill contains other amend-
ments to the Police Act. I repeat that I
think a Select Committee or Royal Com-
mission should be appointed on some
future occasion to inquire into prostitution.
but not at this moment,

MIR B. T. BURKE (Balga) 111.37 p.m.]:
I wish to support the motion moved by my
party to refer this legislation to a Select
Committee, and at the same time to point
out to the House that it is very difficult
to retain one's seat when one Is treated
to a demonstration, such as the cavalier
one in which the Minister indulged in
replying to the arguments raised by the
Opposition about the need for the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee.

The Minister rose to his feet and dis-
played complete ignorance about the Bill
he had introduced, To refresh his
memory and to counter his argument that
this Bill has little to do with other than
the monetary increases in penalties, let
rue quote from the second reading speech
of the Minister when he introduced it. He
said-

The Present laws do not permit ade-
quate control of traditional prostitu-
tion operations and are quite unsuited
to Its new manifestations; for example,
bogus escort agencies which can be
operated blatantly -..

His second reading speech went on to deal
at length with the manner of controlling
prostitution in modern days, with the diffi-
culties the Police Force is now facing.

In fact, the Mnister's second reading
speech stated quite clearly that this was
the Government's attempt to catch up
with modern prostitution and the modern
methods being used by modern prostitutes;
yet the Minister had the gall to rise to
his feet and say that the proposed Select
Committee was irrelevant, because the
legislation which would be the subject of
inquiry by the Select Committee did not
refer to prostitution. It seems the Minis-
ter did not even know what was in his
own Bill. The minister has established
himself as being one of the worst Minis-
ters for Police this State has ever seen.
He does a good public relations job in
screwing number plates on his motorcar,
but he is absolutely Ignorant of procedures
to counter modern police problems, one of
which has caused a back-bench member
opposite to rise to his feet and say that
an inquiry was needed.

Mr O'Connor: Why not tell the truth?

Mr B. T, BURKE: The Minister then
went on to talkc about the inquiry into
incidents at Laverton. We all know about
that, and about inquiries which do not
produce results. it seems the Minister

-'-anot wvant an inquiry into incidents
at Lav'erton.
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A Royal Commission was appointed after
the Police Department inquiry proved to
be baseless and revealed Its Ignorance,
and after the man the Police Department
sent to make the inquiry said he had not
talked to the Aborigines, but had read
newspaper reports about the incidents.
That is how much the Minister knows
about such inquiries, and about the real
need for inquiries.

Mr O'Connor: You do not know that
a report was made in that inquiry. You
would not know about that, little man.

Several members interjected.
Mr O'Connor: He had an inquiry and

members know it.
Mr B. T. BURKE: It would be pitiful

if it were not so serious. The Minister
handling the legislation does not know
what it contains.

Mr O'Connor: Of course I do.
Mr B. T. BURKE: I wish to clear up

one of the doubts raised by the member
for Subiaco. I can appreciate his sincere
concern about the correct timing of
an inquiry into prostitution, As he
would well know, Standing Orders do
not permit part of a Bill to be referred to
a Select Committee, They allow only for
the Bill as a whole to be referred at the
appropri-te stage. However, It is perfectly
competent for a Select Committee to defer
or put 9 side consideration of certain pro-
vivions in P Bill and to concentrate its
efforts on other provisions it deems appro-
priate to investigate.

This is why the member for Subia co is
quite wrong In his contention that this is
not the appropriate time merely because
the Bill includes other matters. Those
other matters can be temporarily put aside.
The legislation will wait on the result of
the consideration of the prostitution
aspects contained in it.

I wish to raise one other mo.tter. I have
heart the Minister say tonight that mem-
bers have traversed a wide range of Irrele-
vant and perhaps not pertinent items.
Maybe they have not been completely rele-
vant, but they are very worrying and are
typical of the great concern in our com-
munity about the involvement of the police
in prostitution. That aspect is worrying a
great many people who are saying and
thinkinz things which are not being stated
in public. For instance they are worried
about the reports of Mrs Finn being
present in the police canteen.

Mr O'Connor: She was not.
Mr B. T. BURKE: An inquiry was held

into that--one of the Minister's favourite
types of inquiries. However he could not
conceal that inquiry nor could he conceal
that a page from the record book of the
canteen was missing. The Minister says
he is worried, about the missing page and
in the next breath the Commissioner for
Police says that the inquiry into the miss-

ing page will take several months because
one of the main actors is overseas. Is that
a satisfactory situation?

If it is not a satisfactory situation
tonight we have an opportunity to right
the wrong. 11 the member for Subiaco
believes that an inquiry at the moment is
inappropriate, I would emphasise that it
is as appropriate now as it will be in
another two or three months. If the
Country Party State Conference believed
that a full inquiry into all aspects of pros-
titution and vice was needed and neces-
sary, it is as needed and necessary now as
it was when the conference met and voted
in favour of such an inquiry.

As for the Minister's performance
tonight, he spoke for two or three minutes
refuting as he thought a very substantial
argument by the Opposition. His per-
formance was an insult to the whole
House. He is rapidly establishing himself
as a frightful Minister for Police who does
not deserve the job and is not capable of
arguing sensibly when confronted with an
intelligent argument.

Mr Grayden: An empty drum makes the
most noise.

MR JAMIE SON (Welshpool-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [11.43 P.M.]: I
wish to comment a little on what the
Minister had to say in rebuttal of the
arguments In favour of a Select Committee
on this Bill. He mentioned that the pre-
viotus Government had all the information
at Its disposal. THowever, he did not men-
tion that the Country Party portion of
the coalition determined that an inquiry
should be made into these activities. We
did not have that information before us.
The Deputy Premier made a very clear
statement in February, 1974, to the effect
that there would be an Inquiry if his party
were returned to office. No qualifications
at all were made. We did not have that
information before us. In other words we
did not have much of the information
which is now available including that con-
cerning an association between certain
political activities in the community and
prostitution. This aspect worries us.

I raised this matter last year during a
grievance debate because the Indications
w.ere that there was a cover-up. If there
is one thing ini the community which will
kill decent government of a State or
Ccmmonwealth it is an atte2mpt to cover
up. What Daniels said when we were in
Government or what he has said since has
very little to do with the present situation
which is very clear. Tonight the member
for Victoria Park has presented evidence
in respect of the statutory declaration
which was presented so quickly in the
House. The Minister for Police was able
to present the statutory declaration to
Parliament on the same day it was signed
by both the madam concerned and the
person witnessing the signature. It is
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passing strange to anyone, surely, that
the Minister should have these connections
with prostitution so accessible to him. If
this is not a reason for a thorough In-
quiry before we change the definition of
the mode of prostitution as is intended
under the legislation then I do not know
what is.

Surely we do not wish to shut the stable
door after the horse has bolted. It Is time
now to take legislative action if the Legis-
lature of this State deems it is time. Now
is the time before we increase penalties or
change the definitions and indicate where
prostitution shall take place and what shall
constitute prostitution within the meaning
of the Police Act. This is the time and
this is the place.

I feel we are quite justified in moving
for the reference of the Hill to a Select
Committee In order that we might obtain
all the available information. As I Indi-
cated earlier it is clear that there is a,
gigantic cover-up on the part of the Goy-
erment which does not want any washing
done in public which might indicate who
owns some of the properties Involved and
where in this State the money is really
going from the prostitution rake-off.

MR BRYCE (Ascot) [11.47 p.m.): I
would like to support the motion for a
Select Committee to be held into the Bill
because it is becoming patently clear that
the Government must have something to
hide if it is determined to oppose the
motion. Of course this Government has
opposed committees of inquiry on numer-
ous occasions, and this is no great excep-
tion.

The essence of the problem arises
because the Government has a double
standard and is involved in a great deal
of hypocrisy. It pretends that prostitu-
tion does not exist and it damned well
does. The people at large know it exists
and by maintaining this unreal attitude
we, as a Parliament, earn the contempt
of the people.

When the minister stated that he was
not in favour of a Select Committee of
inquiry he indicated that because the Bill
dealt with other matters besides Prostitu-
tion it was an unsuitable time. He chose
that particular technical point which he
thought could save him. The member for
Subiaco, who has indicated to the House
on several occasions that he genuinely
believes in the need for a Select Commit-
tee of inquiry into the subject, also chose
to rest his argument against the motion
on this particular point.

I would like to re-emphasise to the mem-
bers of the House that the motion was
quite in order because of the nature of the
amendments in the Bill which includes
provisions dealing with brothels, the
definition of brothels, the keeping of
brothels, living off the earnings of prosti-
tution, and soliciting for prostitution. It

is Quite clear that there is no limitation so
far as the question of prostitution is con-
cerned.

If a Select Committee were given the
opportunity to study this Bill it is quite
clear, in the minds of members in this
Chamber, the brief of the committee would
he to look at the question in some detail.
The scope of the committee would be wide
open. There would be no reason whatso-
ever for the committee to dwell at length
on the other parts of the Bill mentioned
by the Minister.

My colleague, the member for Boulder-
Dundas, has indicated he believes other
clauses of the Bill warrant inquiry. I1 will
not take issue with him on that, but the
point which this House needs to appreci-
ate is that the Minister has chosen this
particular line of argument and maid it
is not relevant for us to refer the Bill to
a committee of inquiry. That is non-
sense. There is no limitation whatsoever
to the scope of inquiry so far as this
point is concerned.

We are sitting here tonight representing
the people of this State and it has been
argued that prostitution does not exist.
We know it does exist. We have had pre-
sented to us amendments to the Police
Act which relate to brothels, the keeping
of brothels, and to the system of individ-
uals living off the earnings of prostitution.
The Bill also relates to the soliciting of
clientele for prostitution. It is ludicrous
to claim that the Bill does not provide
scope for a dinkui and wide-ranging
inquiry Into prostitution.

My colleague, the member for Mundar-
ing, raised the disturbing question of
allegations made in this Parliament, and
publicly, which relate to prostitution, poli-
ticians, and policemen. That is most dis-
turbing indeed. On that basis alone we
should appoint a committee of inquiry, as
I am sure many members opposite would
be happy to do. were it not for the system
of party discipline which applies to them.
I am sure members opposite would argue
that any serious allegation which relates
to the activities of prostitutes, policemen,
and politicians is a very serious charge
indeed.

The purpose of a committee of Inquiry
would be to elicit information. We need
to know whether allegations have any
substance or any basis In fact. On a
number of occasions the member for
Subiaco has raised a particular facet of
this problem which must concern every
member of Parliament. I refer to the
practice of prostitution in domestic
neighbourhoods. Not one member In this
Chamber would accept as desirable the
practice of prostitution in the house next
door to his home.

If it is a fact of life that Prostitution
Is carried on throughout suburbia in this
way, disturbing the normal life of the
average citizens, then something ought to
be done to see it does not continue. Tha~t
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is one aspect of the problem which should
be totally unacceptable to members of this
Parliament.

The question of there being a need for
information is basically clear and my
colleagues have demonstrated, earlier In
this debate, that secrecy does nothing for
the dignity of this institution. We can only
earn the contempt of the people we rep-
resent when allegations are made about
associations between policemen, prosti-
tutes, and politicians. We then hide behind
some cloud and say we will not inquire
into the allegation; we will not produce
the facts; and we will not provide the
public with the knowledge to which it is
entitled. We simply say that prostitution
does not exist. We can only earn the
contempt of the people we represent. Is It
any wonder that politicians have a rather
poor image in the Western Australian
community?

The refusal by the Government to con-
duct an inquiry has become more serious
as the debate has Progressed. The member
for Victoria Park aon the Leader of thle
Opposition have produced information
which contains extremely serious implica-
tions indeed. That Information clearly
indicates that the allegations which have
been made Publicly about policemen,
prostitutes, and Politicians should be ex-
amined. We. in this place, will be in serious
danger of contempt and will be unable
to hold up our heads If we are not pre-
pared to face up to the question of an
inquiry.

I conclude by re-emphasising that this
whole problem arises because of hypocrisy
in Government. I do not single out just
the Western Australian Government, but
refer to all Governments In Australia and
their desire to shrink from recognising
that we have Prostitution in society.
'Whether it is because members of Parlia-
ment are frightened that a section of the
population will desert them at the polls
on the next occasion, I am not sure. I do
not really understand the reason.

It Is my belief that prostitution should
be decriminalised. The accusation of Gov-
ernment activities being associated with
Prostitution in this State is totally unsatis-
factory. Allegations have been made about
corruption, and other unsavoury features
of prostitution, and the only way to sat-
isfactorily conclude the issue Is to refer
the Bill to a Select Commi-ttee.

I repeat: Members on this side of the
House reject the spurious argument put
forward by the Minister that we cannot
in fairness or in logic refer this Bill to a
Select Committee because features of the
Bill relate to matters other than prosti-
tution.

Mr O'Connor: You can refer the Bill
to a Select Committee; I did not say you
could not.

(75)

Mr BRYCE: Well, we will be interested
to hear the Minister's reply to our com-
ments.

Mr O'Connor: it is a Pity You did not
hear my original remarks.

Mr BRYCE: I did hear the Minister
when he spoke and I now realise he will
not be able to speak again and reply to
our comments. However, the Minister in-
dicated quite clearly that because the Bill
involved other questions relating to
offensive weapons and drugs It was not
appropriate that it should be referred to
a Select Committee.

Mr O'Connor: No, what I said ws that
it would not cover all the aspects discussed
by members in this House tonight.

Mr B3RYCE: That is the point with
which I take issue and I am sure that if
members opposite think about it for one
minute they will appreciate that a com-
mittee of inquiry, if given an opportunity
to look into all aspects of this Bill which
relate to the keeping of brothels, soliciting
for the purpose of prostitution, and living
off the earnings of prostitution, could in-
vestigate tbe whole question. There is
no reservation whatsoever, and I support
the move to refer the Bill to a Select
Committee.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [11.58
p.m.]: I do not think this debate on the
question of the appointment of a Select
Committee should be allowed to conclude
without my making some comment relative
to the Minister's words today concerning
Superintendent Daniels.

Superintendent Daniels is still in the
Police Force; he is head of the Firearms
Branch of the Police Force and it seems
to be completely out of order for the
Minister for Police to come here and de-
precate, in a gentle or semi-snide way, a
superintendent who is still in the Police
Force.

Mr O'Connor: You must have a guilty
conscience.

Mr BERTRAM: If he Publicly makes
allegations of a serious nature which will
not stick-it those statements are false
and cannot be sustained-is he fit to re-
main in the Police Force? When someone
makes an allegation about prostitution in
Perth, or in Western Australia-or he
makes some other statement to do with
Prostitution-the Minister merely says.
"He is Superintendent Daniels, you know."
That is a slur; an innuendo, in fact it
is defamatory of the superintendent, lie
is one of the most senior members of the
Police Force-though not necessarily by
rank. What the Minister has said is
wrong, and should not be allowed to oc-
cur. The fact is that Superintendent
Daniels knows something is wrong-many
things are wvrong. He repeats his allega-
tions, and insists upon repeating them.
What is wrong with that, for heaven's
sake?
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If a superintendent of police is still in
the force, in charge of a department, and
makes these allegations, then we should
sit up and take notice and we should act
upon them. If it is Proved that some-
thing is wrong-in this case, in respect of
prostitution-we must be on the side of
Superintendent Daniels. Not to be so
would be thoroughly bad on our part, as
members of this House.

It seems to me to be a case of a Gov-
ernment which is simply not prepared to
govern. The Minister says, "If you want
to do something, for heaven's sake don't
do it now. This is the opportune time but
do not do it now; do it later on. Bring
in your own Bill. You be the Government."
xve would be in Government happily but
we do not happen to have the numbers.
The Government has said it is interested
in putting things right. This is clearly a
matter which needs to be put right, and
if all members of this Chamber were asked
privately and quietly whether a case had
been made out, they would say that most
certainly a case had been made out.

The Premier and his colleagues com-
plain bitterly about the Australian Gov-
ernment intruding into matters which
are the property of this State; but here it
has a case for doing a job within its own
domain and it is simply not prepared to
do it. This is a classical occasion when
the Government could not only govern but
could also put things right.

We do not know what would come out
of an inquiry; we do not know what the
result would be. That is the whole object
in having an inquiry. At the moment we
do not know enough of the facts about
prostitution. We hear lots of rumours and
so on but we are not in a position to come
down on facts. What is wrong in getting
the facts? The Minister has clearly urged
us to put the matter off. It is probably
the Premier's idea. No doubt it was
thrashed out in the Liberal Party caucus
room this afternoon. The message that
has gone around is, "We will not have a
Select Committee at any cost", and the
Minister here is trying to justify it when
he has no case to do so. But he is told,
"This is what you will do, otherwise you
will be in trouble", so he goes along with
it.

What will be the expense? We have had
one murder, and we know-nobody has
bothered to argue against this as yet-that
associated with Prostitution there are
bribery, corruption, extortion, bashing, and
bombing. I am saying to members of this
House that all these things have happened
in this State in recent times on the prob-
abilities-not on the possibilities, but the
probabilities they will continue.

It is not our job in Parliament to
the matter off and refuse to govern. If
Government wants to govern, it has
opportunity to do something about

put
the
the
this

matter. We are not saying other Govern-
ments have not defaulted in the past; we
have grown out of that era. We are talk-
ing about what is happening now and
what will continue to happen in the future.
We know, and even The West Australian
newspaper knows--and it is not altogether
noted for supporting our viewpoints-that
all this is futile humbug. I say it is a
case of window-dressing and sham, and
an attempt to say to the public, "We are
dealing with prostitution; we have said
we would do so and we are doing so."

We on this side say the Government is
not justified in what it is doing here be-
cause the level of prostitution will con-
tinue and increase. I have already men-
tioned my concern for the Police Force. It
attracted to itself very serious and stupid
odium in the days of SP betting, which
has disanpeared with the advent of legis-
lation in that direction. We should be
doing everything we Possibly can do in
the matter of prostitution-and we should
be led, not frustrated, by the Minister for
Police-to help the Police Force to do its
Proper job in order that its morale may
be sustained and not whittled away.

The Minister said the estimate of '700
Prostitutes operating In Western Australia
was highly exaggerated. He just made the
statement. Does that make it true or false?
We should do something to find out
whether the figure of 700 is right or wrong,
or whether in a couple of months' time
it will be 1 '700-because we know when
matters are mentioned in this House from
time to time prostitution efforts ebb and
flow. The Minister says, "Yes, we know
there are two significant madams-Flat-
man and the one who is no longer with us."
He does not know how they were not
Prosecuted when many "also rans' were
Prosecuted.

These people are in a big game. One
has only to go down Stirling Street or
ask people within a mile or two of Stirl-
ing Street to learn where the establish-
ments are. There is something crazy in
a situation where establishments of the
size of those in Stirling Street can oper-
ate until recently-perhaps they are
operating at this moment-while the
police, for reasons best known to them-
selves. do nothing about It, or if they do
anything they proceed against a lady only
in the last day or so. Thie Minister has
not seen fit to tell us why that prosecu-
tion was made between the introduction
of this Hill and the continuation of the
second reading debate.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has four minutes more.

Mr BERTRAM: A Liberal member in
another place moved for the appointment
of a Select Committee to inquire into
legislation in respect of homosexuals. He
said at that time not sufficient was known
about the sexual laws of this State: that
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is the expression he used. He said, as
reported on page 6433 of Hansard on the
14th December, 1973-

1 am not convinced that sufficient
research has been done into the sexual
laws of this State.

That was the justification of a Liberal
member in seeking the appointment of a
Select Committee at that time; it is the
justification for us to appoint a Select
Committee at this time. A case has been
made out for it and I hope that, notwith-
standing the directives of the Premier and
the Minister and the fact that the Courn-
try Party is for some reason still deter-
mined not to stand on its own two feet,
this motion will be carried.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr H. D. Evans
Mr T. D. Evans
Mr Harman

Mr Elaikie
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mr Crane
Dr Dadour
Mr Orayden
Mr Grewar
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Loursunce
Mr Mepharlil
Mr Mendara
Mr Nanoviob

Aye
Mr Fletcher

Ayes-21
Mr Hartrey
Mr Jamieson
Mr T. H. Jones
Mr May
Mr Mclver
Mr Skidm~ore
Mr Taylor
Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr J. T. Tonkin
Mr Moller

(Teller)

Noes-26
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Sir
Mr

Pair

O'Connor
Old
O'Neil
Ridge
Rushton
Shalders
Sibson
Sodeman
Stephens
Thompson
Watt
Young
Cla rko

(Teller I

No
Mrs Craig

Question thus negatived.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) in the Chair; Mr O'Connor
(Minister for Police) in charge of the
Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to

sit again, on motion by Mr Clarko.

House adjourned at 12.14 am.
(Wednesday).

I&ghulatint Cunctil
Wednesday, the 27th August, 1975

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F.
Griffith) took the Chair at 4.30 Pm., and
read prayers.

TIIANHY SCHOOL
New Teaching Areas: Petition

THE HON. LYLA ELLIOTT (North-
East Metropolitan) [4.31 p.m.): I wish to
present a petition from the residents of
the elmont district relating to the pro-
vision of six new teaching areas at the
Tranbly Primary School. I move-

That the petition be received.
Question put and Passed.

THE HON. LYLA ELLIOTT (North-
East Metropolitan) [4.32 p.m.]: The peti-
tion contains 553 signatures, and bears the
Clerk's certificate that it is in conformity
with the Standing Orders. I move-

That the petition be read and
ordered to lie on the Table of the
House.

Question put and passed.

THE HON. LYLA ELLIOTT (North-
East Metropolitan) [4.33 p.m.]: The peti-
tion reads as follows-

To the President and Members of the
Legislative Council of the Parliament
of Western Australia.

We the undersigned residents of the
Belmont district hereby humbly Peti-
tion the Honourable Members of the
Legislative Council of Western Aus-
tralia to do all within their power to
have six Teaching Areas built at
Tranby Primary School to house
classes which are at present in tem-
porary. 23-year-old Bristol classrooms,
and your petitioners will ever pray
that their humble and earnest Peti-
tion may be acceded to.

The petition was tabled (see paper No. 280).

QUESTIONS (10): ON NOTICE

1. CULTURAL CENTRE PLANNING
COMMITTEE

Meetings
The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Cultural Affairs:
(1) What was the last date on which

the Cultural Centre Planning
Ccmmittee met?

(2) In the planning for a theatre
complex for the above area, what
procedures are being adopted for
consultations with theatre users
(i.e. performers) in the design
stages?

The Hon. 0. C. MacFINNON replied:
(1) 6th December, 1973.
(2) The theatre users are represented

by the W.A. Arts Council.
The Executive Officer of the
Council, in collaboration with a
theatre consultant from Sydney,
has had discussions with major
theatre users and their report will
be on the agenda for the meeting


